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Our  annual  Winter  Number  will  be  published  on  Saturday, 
January  29.  Circulars,  specimens  of  handbills,  price-lists, 
and  other  suitable  printed  matter,  will  be  received  for  inser- 
tion in  the  issue  as  supplements.  On  this  occasion  we  shall 
give  a  special  and  complete  circulation  of  the  number  to  the 
whole  of  the  trade  of  Canada—that  part  of  the  British 
Empire  being:  one  which  must  in  the  near  future  do  more 
extensive  trade  with  the  old  country.  Great  Britain  is  now 
buying  liberally  from  Canada,  and  will  certainly  sell  more 
freely,  and  there  is  a  good  opening  for  the  whole  of  the  drug- 
trade.  Those  wishing  fuller  particulars  should  apply  to  our 
publisher.  We  wish  it  to  be  specially  noted  by  advertisers 
that  the  Canadian  circulation  will  be  additional  to  the 
world-wide  distribution  of  the  number,  and  those  who  do  not 
wish  to  go  to  Canada  with  supplements  need  not  do  so  ;  but, 
of  course,  the  advertisement- pages  will  go  through  the 
whole  edition. 


Board  of  Trade  Returns  for  the  year  are  quoted  on 
p.  92.  and  discussed  on  p.  82. 

Sir  George  M.  Duffey's  Report  on  the  Irish  Pharma- 
ceutical examinations  appears  on  p.  76. 

The  Registrar  of  the  City  of  London  Court  has  ruled  that 
"  prompt  cash  "  means^iayment  within  a  month  (p.  80). 

Particulars  are  given  on  p.  93  of  the  scheme  by  which 
Russian  petroleum-makers  arc  to  compete  with  the  Standard 
Oil  Company. 

The  markets  are  quiet.  Advances  in  cannabis,  cascara 
sagrada,  and  quicksilver  arc  amongst  the  more  important 
changes  (p.  93). 

The  Plymouth  Chemists  have  taken  advantage  of  their 
by-election  to  get  their  M.P.'s  committed  to  the  support  of 
the  Pharmacy  Bill  (p.  66). 

Camphor  is  going  upwards.  The  Tainin  consul  gives  in- 
teresting particulars  about  it  (p.  92),  and  we  comment  on  the 
position  of  the  article  (  p.  84). 

About  twenty  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  chemists  and 
druggists  in  the  north  of  Ireland  have  amalgamated  their 
businesses  into  one  company  (p.  68). 

How  methylated  spirit  may  be  used  in  workhouse  dis- 
pensaries, is  explained  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to 
the  Holborn  Board  of  Guardians  (p.  67). 

The  suggestion  that  the  title  of  "  Fellow  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  "  should  be  given  to  pharmaceutical  chemists 
is  not  encouraged  by  the  Council  (p.  72). 

The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Ireland  are  discussing  the  modilication  of  the  regulation s 
for  the  examinations.  A  two  days'  Preliminary  is  suggested 
(p.  77). 

Dr.  Maw,  replying  to  Mr.  Stevens's  letter  of  December  18, 
is  of  opinion  that  British  manufacturers  should  continue  to 
produce  superior  surgical  instruments  and  avoid  cheap  pro- 
ducts (p.  97). 

Portraits  of  the  late  Mr.  Alexander  Cleghorn,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Cape  Colony,  and  of  the 
late  Mr.  Ernest  Hart,  editor  of  the  British  Medical  Journal, 
appear  on  p.  87. 

We  bring  our  comments  on  the  new  British  Pharma- 
copoeia to  an  end,  in  consequence  of  an  assurance  from  the 
editor  of  the  work  that  they  are  based  on  inaccurate  in- 
formation (pp.  79  and  82). 

Dr.  Evans,  the  late  Paris  dentist,  leaves  a  large  sum  of 
money  to  the  City  of  Philadelphia  on  certain  conditions,  one 
of  which  is  that  a  statue  of  the  testator  shall  be  erected  in 
one  of  the  city's  public  places  (p.  69). 

A  Most  Serious  Fire,  resulting  in  the  death  of  four 
firemen,  has  occurred  on  the  premises  of  W.  &  R.  Hatrick 
&  Co.,  wholesale  druggists,  Glasgow  (p.  63).  We  also  report 
five  small  fires  at  chemists'  shops  in  England  (p.  66). 

Mr.  Stephen  H.  Emmens,  who  claims  to  have  discovered 
a  method  of  transmuting  silver  into  a  substance  which  the 
U.S.  Assay  Office  will  buy  at  the  price  of  gold,  writes  an 
interesting  letter  in  reply  to  some  recent  criticisms  in  this 
journal  (p.  97). 

A  Medical  Botanist's  Manager  at  Kettering  bandaged 
an  old  lady's  wrist,  and  treated  her  for  a  sprain.  It  after- 
wards appeared  that  there  was  a  fracture,  and  a  jury  has 
given  a  verdict  against  the  botanical  expert  carrying  40/. 
damages  (p.  80). 

The  Pharmaceutical  Council  have  agreed  on  a  letter 
to  be  sent  to  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria,  indicating, 
with  sympathetic  expressions,  that  the  proposal  submitted 
to  them  by  the  Victorian  Board  to  get  statutory  powers 
which  would  allow  of  an  interchange  of  certificates  could 
not  be  adopted  (p.  72). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  neves  interesting  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Chemists  and  Parliamentary  Candidates. 

The  Plymouth  Chemists'  Association  have  interviewed  the 
candidates  in  the  approaching  Pailiamentary  election  at 
Plymouth.  On  January  8  a  deputation,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Jas.  Cocks  (President  of  the  local  Chemists'  Association), 
with  Messrs.  Park,  Roper,  and  Woods,  waited  upon  Mr. 
Mend),  the  Liberal,  and  the  Hon.  Ivor  Guest,  the  Conserva- 
tive, candidate,  with  the  object  of  obtaining  promises  of 
support  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment  Bill,  which  is  to 
be  introduced  to  Parliament  shortly.  It  was  explained  that 
the  proposed  amendment  would  be  brought  forward  to  in- 
troduce a  few  essential  reforms  in  the  present  Pharmacy 
Act,  and  the  only  fear  was  that  the  House  might  be  counted 
out  when  it  was  introduced.  Both  candidates  promised  to 
support  the  amendment,  and  Sir  Edward  Clarke  asked  that  a 
reminder  might  be  sent  him.  The  Devonport  members 
(Messrs.  Kearley  and  Morton)  will  also  be  approached  before 
their  return  from  this  present  campaign. 

Theft  from  Parke's  Drug-stores. 

At  the  County  of  London  Sessions,  on  January  7,  a  boy 
named  Fox  was  found  guilty  of  stealing  scent,  bovril, 
boxes  of  pills,  with  other  property,  from  Parke's  drug- 
stores, where  he  was  employed  as  messenger,  and  Elizabeth 
Smart  and  Charles  Thompson  were  at  the  same  time  found 
guilty  of  receiving  the  stolen  property.  The  goods  were 
stolen  from  the  High  Street,  Kensington,  branch  of  the 
company.  The  arrest  was  brought  about  by  a  detective 
inquiring  where  stolen  property,  which  he  knew  was  being 
received  by  Smart,  was  obtained  from.  At  Parke's  drug- 
stores, when  stock  was  taken.  250?.  worth  of  goods  was 
missing.  The  boy  Fox,  on  leaving  the  premises  one  night, 
was  stopped  and  some  stolen  property  found  on  him.  Smart 
was  sentenced  to  eight,  and  Thompson  to  five,  months'  hard 
labour.  Fox  was  remanded,  with  a  view  of  getting  Mr. 
Wheatley  (St.  Giles's  Christian  Mission)  to  look  after  him. 

Charge  of  Theft. 

At  Preston  on  January  6,  Peter  McEvoy,  a  shoemaker,  was 
charged  with  stealing  twelve  washleathers,  the  property  of 
Mr.  James  Rae,  chemist  and  druggist,  Avenham  Lane, 
Preston.  The  evidence  showed  that  the  prisoner  and 
another  man  disposed  of  some  of  the  stolen  goods  to  a 
publican.  He  was,  however,  found  not  guilty  and  dis- 
charged. 

Municipal  Laboratories. 

The  Crewe  Town  Council  are  memorialising  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  to  ostablish  a  county  laboratory  for  the 
chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  water,  milk,  &c 

Fatal  "Vapour-bath. 

A  curious  case  in  which  a  two-year-old  child  named  Bennett 
died  through  scalds  was  investigated  by  the  Coroner  at 
Piatt  Bridge,  Hindley,  near  Wigan.  The  parents  of  the  child, 
following  the  directions  given  in  a  recipe  purchased  by  the 
father  some  time  previously  in  Wigan  Market-place,  prepared 
a  medicinal  vapour-bath  as  a  cure  for  paralysis  of  the  leg, 
from  which  the  child  was  suffering.  The  mother  of  the 
child  mixed  a  part  of  the  ingredients  given  as  a  cure  for 
paralysis  into  a  drink,  and  the  rest  with  boiling  water  for  a 
vapour-bath,  the  steam  from  which  so  scalded  the  child  that 
it  died.  The  sheet  containing  the  recipe  by  a  "  medical 
botanist "  named  Maxwell,  of  Blackburn,  was  handed  to  the 
Coroner,  who  said  it  looked  like  a  Chinese  puzzle,  and  he 
could  not  imagine  how  people  in  this  nineteenth  century  could 


believe  in  such  rubbish.  The  parents  were  exonerated  from- 
blame,  as  the  jury  thought  they  had  been  led  away  by  the 
"  herbal  oracle." 

Proposed  Mew  Chemical-works  in  Cheshire. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Middlewich  Urban  Council  on- 
January  5,  a  letter  was  submitted  from  the  Secretary  of  the- 
General  Electrolytic  Patent  Company,  St.  Helens,  which  said1 
the  company  were  preparing  to  work  some  of  the  Hargreaves- 
Bird  patents  in  Great  Britain.  They  were  favourably  con- 
sidering a  site  in  Cledford  Road,  Middlewich,  and  would  like 
to  know  what  concessions  the  Council  were  prepared  to  give 
to  induce  the  board  to  decide  on  the  site  in  their  district. 
The  Clerk  was  authorised  to  send  a  reply  in  which  the- 
Council  expressed  willingness  to  give  concessions  in  order  to 
encourage  tiade  in  the  district,  now  in  a  very  depressed 
state. 

Sheffield  Dispenser's  Salary. 

The  Sheffield  Board  of  Guardians  has  agreed,  subject  to 
the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  increase  the- 
salary  of  Mr.  Autcliffe,  union  dispenser,  by  101. ,  bringing  it 
up  to  180Z.  per  annum. 

Pedigree  Cattle  for  South  America. 

Twelve  fine  pedigree  Hereford  bulls  have  lately  been 
shipped  from  England  to  Fray  Bentos  on  the  river  Plate,  by 
the  Liebig's  Extract  of  Meat  Company  (Limited).  They 
have  been  sent  out  in  order  to  maintain  the  breed  of  the 
cattle  reared  on  the  company's  vast  cattle- farms.  The  cattle- 
industry  is  carried  out  on  such  a  gigantic  scale  in  that  part 
of  the  world,  that  the  Liebig  Company's  cattle-farms  alone 
cover  an  area  of  1,250,000  acres,  or  about  one-twentieth  the 
area  of  England. 

Fires  at  Chemists'  Shops. 

On  the  morning  of  January  6,  a  fire  occurred  at  the  ware 
house  of  Mr.  Barlow,  chemist  and  druggist,  High  Street, 
Tewkesbury.    The  warehouse  was  entirely  destroyed.  The 
damage  was  covered  by  insurance. 

A  fire  occurred  on  January  7  at  the  establishment  of  Mr 
E.  F.  Uren,  chemist  and  druggist,  Fore  Street,  Hayle.  Very- 
little  damage  was  done  by  the  fire,  which  was  put  out  by  a 
few  pails  of  water. 

On  January  7,  at  mid-day,  a  fire  broke  out  in  a  chemist's- 
shop,  at  61  West  Street,  Oldham,  occupied  by  Mr.  Walter 
Crompton  (this  name  does  not  appear  on  the  register). 
The  fire  began  in  the  shelving  at  the  back  of  the  counter., 
from,  it  is  supposed,  a  gas-stove  which  was  burning  at  the- 
time.  The  contents  of  the  shop  were  entirely  destroyed 
and  were  not  insured. 

On  January  12  a  fire  occurred  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  R 
Blaekie,  chemist,  43  Parker's  Row,  Dockhead,  S.E. 
Whilst  heating  some  oil  for  the  purpose  of  dissolving- 
camphor  in,  for  camphorated  oil,  the  oil  boiled  over  and 
caused  the  fire.  Mr.  Blaekie  and  H.  Baynes  were  burnt 
about  their  faces  and  bodies,  Mr.  Blackie's  injuries  necessi- 
tating his  removal  to  a  hospital. 

At  Fenton,  on  January  7,  a  hre  broke  out  on  the  premises- 
of  Mr.  Hulme,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Street.  In  the- 
evening  an  explosion  of  some  chemical  took  place,  and  on* 
going  into  the  shop  Mr.  Hulme  found  a  number  of  articles  on 
fire.  The  firemen,  who  were  soon  on  the  spot,  were  able  tc- 
cope  with  the  outbreak  from  the  standpipe.  Damage  was 
caused  to  the  extent  of  over  200/.,  the  loss  being  only  par- 
tially covered  by  insurance. 

Chemist  Not  Blamed. 

At  Portsmouth,  on  January  7,  a  Queen's  pilot,  named' 
White,  committed  suicide  with  prussic  acid.  He  had  ob- 
tained |  oz.  of  the  poison  from  a  chemist,  representing  that 
his  son  required  it  for  an  experiment,  and  promising  he- 
would  remain  while  it  was  in  progress.  The  Coroner 
exonerated  the  chemist  from  blame,  as  he  had  complied 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  of  Parliament. 

Chemists  as  Child- Slayers. 

At  an  inquest  at  Birmingham  on  Tuesday,  on  the  body  of 
an  unnamed  child,  Mr.  J.  E.  Trout,  a  local  surgeon,  laid 
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down  four  "  golden  rules  "  which  all  mothers  should  adopt 
for  their  infants.  (1)  Never  take  them  out  after  4  or  5  p.m. 
(2)  Never  give  them  anything  but  milk.  (3)  Never  feed  thsm 
in  the  street.    (4)  Never  take  them  to  a  chemist. 

Street  Scene  at  Southampton. 

A  runaway  horse  attached  to  one  of  Messrs.  Idris's  mineral- 
water  vans  caused  a  series  of  accidents  at  Southampton  on 
January  12.  The  horse,  apparently  driverless,  dashed  from 
Manchester  Street,  past  the  Yacht  Club  into  Above  Bar,  and, 
in  turn,  upset  a  handbarrow  and  bakers  cart,  then,  after  the 
wheel  of  the  van  had  snapped  off  a  lamp-post  and  run  into 
some  trucks,  a  collision  with  a  tramcar  occurred.  A  boy,  in 
getting  out  of  the  way  of  the  horse,  slipped  under  a 
butcher's  cart,  which  ran  over  him,  overturning  the  cart  and 
throwing  the  driver  iDto  the  roadway,  but  with  little  injury 
to  either  the  boy  or  driver. 

Chemists'  Ball  at  Birmingham. 

The  second  annual  ball  of  the  Midland  Chemists'  Assistants' 
Association  was  held  at  Edgbaston  Vestry  Hall  on  January  6. 
Forty-five  couples  constituted  the  company,  and  the  dance  was 
much  enjoyed.  Messrs.  Frank  Ca? son  and  E.  W.  Mann  were  the 
'Honorary  secretaries  of  the  committee  which  cairiedout  the 
arrangements. 

A  Chemist's  Shop  at  the  Fancy-ball. 

A  lady  who  took  the  first  prize  at  the  Covent  Garden  fancy- 
dressball  on  New  Year's  Day  was  dressed  as  a  "  Chemist's 
Shop."  She  was  cleverly  decked  out  with  bottles,  pill  and 
ointment  boxes,  and  other  paraphernalia  of  pharmacy.  The 
prize  was  a  diamond  tiara  worth  130  guineas.  The  credit 
of  having  designed  her  costume  is  due  to  Mr.  John  W. 
Heekes,  chemist,  55  St.  Martin's  Lane,  W.C. 

A  Patent  Toothache-remedy. 

Mr.  A.  Gilruth,  119§  who  is  not  a  chemist,  has  applied  for  a 
patent  for  an  anodyne  for  the  treatment  of  toothache  and  the 
like,  composed  of  alcohol  75  per  cent.,  and  ether  25  per 
cent. 

Poisons  Mistaken  for  Beverages. 

At  Swanage  a  farmer,  named  Dowland,  went  to  a  cup- 
board to  get  some  refreshments,  and  in  the  dim  light  acci- 
dentally drank  from  a  bottle  containing  butter  of  antimony, 
which  proved  fatal. 

On  January  6  a  man  named  Westall,  temporarily  employed 
in  the  grounds  of  Donnington  Priory,  Reading,  came  across 
in  an  outhouse  a  barrel  of  what  he  took  to  be  beer,  and 
drank  some  of  the  liquid,  which  proved  to  be  weed-killer. 
The  man  died  from  arsenical  poisoning. 

A  Champion  Bill-distributor, 

The  proprietors  of  Page  Woodcock's  wind-pills  have  in 
their  employ  a  man  named  John  Harrop,  who  has  been  a  bill 
and  pamphlet  distributor  for  thirty-six  yfars.  During  this 
period  he  has  walked  210  000  miles,  and  distributed  nearly 
eight  millions  of  Page  Woodcock's  pamphlets.  He  is  now 
76  years  of  age. 

The  Plymouth  Chemists'  Ball. 

The  fourth  annual  ball  took  place  at  the  Town  Hall, 
Stonehouse,  on  January  7,  and  was  a  great  success.  There 
were  over  200  present,  among  others  being  Messrs.  J.  C. 
Cocks  (President),  C.  A.  Reed  and  J.  B.  Swainson  (Vice- 
Pre-idents),  C.  T.  Weary  (Honorary  Secretary),  Alderman 
Waycott  (Major  of  Devonport).  Councillor  Netting,  E.  J. 
C.  Morton,  M  P.,  S.  Vosper  (Chairman,  Stonehouse  District 
Council),  Dr.  Stott  (H.M.S.  Magnificent'),  and  Commander 
Leader,  R.N.  The  arrangements  were  carried  out  by  the 
following  committee,  with  Mr.  F.  Maitland  as  Honorary 
Secretary  :  Messrs.  James  Cocks,  J.  Harvey  Bailey,  H. 
Cantle,  E.  W.  H.  Green,  C.  J.  Park,  J.  W.  B.  Swainson,  J.  D. 
Turvey,  C.  T.  Weary,  and  W.  H.  Woods. 

Yorkshire  Drugs. 

The  report  of  Mr.  A.  H.  Allen,  West  [Riding^ County 
Analyst,  for  the  quarter  ending  September  30,  is  to  the  effect 
that  in  that  period  he  had  received  and  dealt  with  462 
samples,  mostly  foodstuffs.  A  number  of  samples  of  ground 
ginger  were  genuine,  but  two  were  of  suspicious  character. 


One  sample  of  tincture  of  rhubarb  contained  only  three- 
fourths,  a  second  three-fifths,  and  a  third  less  than  hall  B.P, 
proportion  of  alcohol,  and  all  were  destitute  of  saffron.  The 
vendors  were  fined  34s.  costs.  18s.  6d.  costs  and  2t.  6iJ.  and 
1'.  2".  lQd.  costs  respectively.  A  compound  liquorice-powder 
contained  only  6  5  per  cent,  of  sulphur,  and  the  vendor  had 
been  cautioned. 

Methylated  Spirit  in  Workhous3s. 
The  following  letter  from  the  Assistant  Secretary  to  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  was  read  to  the  Holborn  Guardians 
at  their  meeting  on  Wednesday: — 

I  am  directed  by  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  to  acquaint  you 
that  the  use  of  methylated  spirit  in  spirit  of  camphor  is  illegal  ; 

and  that  the  Board  cannot  allow  methylated  spirit  to  be  r  I  at 

the  dispensary  for  the  purposes  stated,  but  that  there  will  be  no 
objection  to  the  Guardians  receiving  ordinary  methylated  spirit 
not  exceeding  105  gals,  annually  at  the  Infirmary,  Archway  Road, 
and  not  exceeding  25  gals,  annually  at  the  City  Road  Work. rouse, 
to  be  used  exclusively  in  those  establishments  for:—  1)  Makiug  a. 
lotion  of  methylated  spirit,  water,  and  acetic  acrd  ;  (2)  making  a 
mixture  of  methylated  spirit  and  water  to  be  used  for  the  pre- 
vention of  bed-sores;  and  (3)  for  burning  in  the  spirit-lamp  of  tt 
steam-tent 

Mr.  Geo.  Eade  (chemist,  Goswell  Road),  Chairman  of  the 
Dispensary  Committee,  said  he  believed  that  methylated 
spirit  was  not  used  with  spirit  of  camphor  in  the  dispensaries 
of  the  Union;  but  he  thought  it  would  be  well  to  refer  the 
letter  to  his  committee  for  report.  Mr.  Miller  seconded  this, 
as  (he  said)  the  Clerk  would  need  to  send  a  reply  to  this 
very  careful  Department.  (Laughter.)  The  proposal  was 
agreed  to. 

Meeting  Foreign  Competition. 

Some  time  ago  Messrs.  Pilkington  Brothers,  glass  manu- 
facturers of  St.  Helens,  established  glass-works  in  France, 
to  avoid  the  prohibitive  tariffs  imposed  by  other  countries  on 
Englishmade  goods,  and  in  order  to  better  compete  with 
foreign  makers. 

The  United  Alkali  Company  (Limited)  are  now  proposing 
to  erect  large  chemical-works  in  the  United  States  with  a 
similar  object.  As  a  result  of  prospecting  by  some  of  the 
company's'  officials   Mr.  Hammill,  of  St.  Helens,  who  has 

managed  the  Kurtz  and  Hardshawbrook  Works  for  so  

years,  has  left  for  America  to  superintend  the  erection  ol  the 
new  works. 

Attempted  Suicide  of  a  Dispenser. 

At  Chelmsford  last  week  P.  C.  Fitzgerald,  a  dispenser,  was 
charged  with  attempting  suicide  at  Brentwood  on  December 
27  by  taking  morphia.  The  prisoner,  who  pleaded  guilty, 
stated  that  he  was  very  sorry,  but  that  he  could  not  see  any 
prospect  in  front  of  him.  The  doctor.  Dr.  Qaennell.  who 
attended  him  at  the  police-station,  said  the  prisoner  to.d 
him  he  had  taken  5^  gr.  of  morphia  in  the  form  oE  tablets. 
He  washed  his  stomach  out,  and  administered  hot  coffee 
Prisoner  appeared  to  be  depressed,  but  mentally  he  was  all 
right.  The  Chairman  passed  sentence  of  one  clay  s  imp)  isc  r>- 
ment. 

Explosion  at  Chemical-works. 

An  explosion  occurred  on  January  11  at  the  chemical- 
works  of  Messrs.  Brunner,  Mond  &  Co.,  Winmngton,  North- 
wich.  Several  men  had  narrow  escapes.  An  escape  ol  gts 
in  a  culvert  is  supposed  to  have  caused  the  explosion. 

Drug-contracts. 

Mr.  G.  Walkett  is  to  supply  the  disinfectants  required  by 
the  Oxford  City  Council  for  the  next  two  years. 

Mr.  Dye  and  Mr.  Duplock  are  to  supply  disinfectants  to 
the  Marlow  District  Council  till  March  31. 

The  contract  for  the  supply  of  veterinary  medicines  to  the 
expeditionary  force  under  Colonel  Pilcher,  which  recently 
left  this  country  for  service  at  Forcados,  in  the  colony  ot 
Lagos,  West  Coast  of  Africa,  has  been  secured  by  Messrs.  Bird 
&  Storey,  veterinary  chemists,  Castle  Street  East,  London,  W. 

The  Cheltenham  Board  of  Guardians  have  accepted  th e 
drug  tender  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Hill,  whose  price  was  74/.  9;.  id.  It 
was  suggested  that  the  Board  should  obtain  the  drugs  from 
a  wholesale  chemist,  and  get  the  benefit  oE  the  discount, 
which  suggestion  was  denounced  as  lacking  local  patriotism. 
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£c:a.'  tmtpaperi  containing  marked  items  of  news  interestint  to  the  trait 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Northern  Chemists'  Company. 

We  are  informed  that  the  amalgamation  of  about  20 
well-known  pharmaceutical  chemists  and  chemists  and 
druggists  in  Belfast  and  the  principal  towns  in  Ulster  has 
been  effected,  and  that  a  prospectus  of  the  concern  will  be 
issued  in  a  few  days.  The  capital  authorised  is  100,000/. 
The  vendors  of  the  businesses  will  all  continue  to  take  an 
active  part  in  the  management  and  are  themselves  retaining 
a  considerable  proportion  of  the  ordinary  shares.  The  board 
of  directors  is  composed  principally  of  practical  men  who 
will  have  a  large  holding  in  the  company.  Messrs.  C.  &  J. 
Black,  solicitors,  Belfast,  and  Messrs.  Dyson,  Wright  &  Co., 
•chartered  accountants,  Belfast,  have  charge  of  the  arrange- 
ments. The  following  businesses  are  included  in  the  amal- 
gamation : — Samuel  Gibson  &  Co.  (Limited),  five  branches  in 
Belfast ;  Robert  W.  McKriight,  L.P.S  I.,  M.P.C.I. ;  W.  H.  Bell 
•&Cc,  dispensing-chemists,  Belfast;  W.  J.  Rankin, chemist  and 
druggist  (who  retires  from  business)  ;  H.  Galbraith  &  Co., 
chemists,  Londonderry;  James  G.  Fyvie,  L.P.S. I.,  Coleraine ; 
James  Acheson,  druggist,  Ballymena;  John  S.  Anderson, 
■druggist,  Lisburn  ;  Samuel  McKinny,  druggist,  Cookstown ; 
Anderson  &  McCrea,  chemists,  Newry;  Grays  City  Drug 
Company  (Limited),  Armagh;  R.  C.  Marshall  &  Son,  chemists, 
DimgELTTan  ;  Lawson's  Medical  Hall,  Limavady. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Concert. 

The  second  annual  concert  of  the  Irish  Pharmacists 
Association  was  held  in  the  XLCafe,  Grafton  Street,  Dublin, 
■on  January  7.  Mr.  William  J.  Hardy,  M.P.S.I.,  President  of 
the  Association,  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  was  a  large 
and  appreciative  audience,  the  hall  being  crowded  to  incon- 
veriec:.e.  Mr.  G.  W.  Taylor,  Mr.  McClintock,  Miss  Patterson, 
Miss  B.  Cannon,  Mrs.  Campbell,  Miss  Laird,  Mr.  W. 
Cochrane,  Mr.  C.  W.  Hiron.  Mr.  Adams,  Mr.  D.  Blue,  Mr.  J. 
Dagleish,  Mr.  J.  O'Conor  O'Farrell,  and  Mr.  J.  Cowle,  with 
Messrs.  Bowles,  Boland,  Cahill,  and  Doyle  as  instrumenta- 
lists, ^.ntributed  to  a  most  attractive  programme. 

Royal  Traders. 

Messrs.  John  Evans,  Dawson  Street,  and  Hamilton,  Long  & 
Co.,  Ihujlin.have  received  from  the  Lord  Chamberlain  warrants 
for  their  appointment  as  chemists  and  apothecaries  to  Royalty 
\:izu  a  thority  to  use  the  Royal  Arms. 

Guardians  and  Consultant's  Fees. 

The  Mitchelstown  Guardians  have  a  hard  nut  to  crack. 
Thei:  medical  officer  had  a  patient  suffering  from  depressed 
fracture  of  the  skull,  and  on  his  own  responsibility  he  called 
-in  Vxofessor  Corby,  of  Cork,  to  aid  him.  Professor  Corby 
•came,  the  man's  life  was  saved,  and  the  Cork  doctor  claimed 
-a  101.  10s.  fee.  The  Guardians  refused  to  pay.  They  said 
they  had  a  sealed  order  from  the  Local  Government  Board, 
whi  eh  their  medical  officer  knew  of,  providing  that  in  cases 
of  necessity  the  nearest  qualified  medical  man  should  be 
-called  in  to  aid  the  medical  officer.  If  they  paid  this  fee 
■they  might  next  have  to  pay  for  a  London  consultant. 
'Meanwhile  Dr.  Corby  wrote  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 
;and  "was  told  in  effect  that  such  a  claim  as  his  was  a  matter 
for  the  Guardians  to  decide  upon.  The  Guardians  are  still 
obdurate,  and  Dr.  Corby  threatens  to  sue  them. 


""AetificiAL  Indigo.— It  is  claimed  by  those  who  oppose 
the  introduction  of  artificial  indigo,  that  indigo-blue  alone 
t  suffice  in  dyeing.    Indigo-rubin,  the  second  most 
iprtant  constituent  of  natural  indigo,  is  essential  to  make 
a  fast  dye. 


Lo:al  newspapert  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trait 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Dundee  Assistants'  Social  Evening. 

The  Dundee  chemists'  assistants  and  apprentices  held  their 
annual  social  evening  at  the  Queen's  Hotel  on  January  3. 
Mr.  R.  M.  Lindsay,  in  a  speech  he  made  as  President,  passed 
in  review  the  chief  points  of  interest  in  pharmaceutical 
politics. 

Presentation. 

Mr.  J.  Tolniie,  on  leaving  Messrs.  Galloway  &  Macleod 
chemists,  Inverness,  was  on  December  31  presented  by  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  with  a  dressing-case  and  purse  of 
sovereigns. 

Great  Fire  at  a  Glasgow  Drug-warehouse. 

The  premises  of  Messrs.  W.  &  R.  Hatrick  &  Co.,  wholesale 
cheaiists  and  druggists,  Renfield  Street,  Glasgow,  were 
burned  down  on  January  7.  Owing  to  the  inflammable 
nature  of  the  contents  the  fire  burned  very  fiercely,  and  in 
an  explosion  which  occurred  during  its  progress  four  fire- 
men were  killed  and  two  others  severely  injured.  The 
fire  broke  out  in  the  basement,  and  was  discovered  about  3 
A.m.  When  the  Fire  Brigade  arrived  a  few  minutes  later  they 
soon  conquered  the  flames  in  the  basement,  but  unfortu- 
nately the  building  was  filled  with  wood,  and  the  flames 
were  getting  above  in  several  places.  A  well  used  for  a  hoist 
near  the  goods  entrance  served  as  a  flue,  and  from  this  a 
square  tower  which  rises  from  the  attic  at  the  north  end 
took  fire.  Some  of  the  firemen  ascended  to  the  attic  in  order 
to  attack  the  enemy  from  this  point  of  danger.  This  they 
did  with  apparent  success.  The  fire  was  practically 
extinguished,  and  it  was  thought  that  all  danger  had  been 
averted,  when  at  4  20  the  premises  were  wrecked  by  an 
explosion  which  occurred  with  startling  suddenness  some- 
where in  the  centre  of  one  of  the  upper  floors.  The  whole 
of  the  interior  was  blown  up,  as  one  spectator  put  it,  in  the 
shape  of  an  umbrella.  The  back  wall  of  brick  was  almost 
entirely  blown  away,  leaving  a  gap  nearly  30  feet  wide,  and 
the  yard  was  littered  with  stones  and  wood  to  a  considerable 
depth.  The  rest  of  the  debris  fell  back  into  the  interior  of 
the  burning  premises,  carrying  with  it  a  number  of  the 
unfortunate  firemen,  27  of  whom  were  at  the  time  engaged 
at  the  fire.  As  already  stated  four  of  the  firemen  were 
killed,  and  two  others  were  badly  injured. 
After  the  explosion  the  flames  resumed  their  mastery,  and  by 
6  a.m.  the  building  was  entirely  gutted.  The  total  damage 
is  put  at  14,00  I.  Messrs.  Hatrick's  loss  amounts  to  12,500/., 
and  is  fully  covered  by  insurance.  The  Corporation  have 
decided  to  grant  generous  allowances  to  the  bereaved  widows 
aud  fatherless  children  of  the  firemen  killed,  a  public  sub- 
scription has  been  started,  and  on  Tuesday  the  dead  firemen 
were  honoured  with  a  public  funeral,  which  was  the  largest 
attended  that  has  been  seen  in  Glasgow  for  many  years. 
Much  sympathy  has  been  expressed  with  Messrs.  Hatrick. 
Their  firm  is  an  old-established  one.  Mr.  William  Hatrick 
started  business  in  Paisley  in  1830.  In  1860.  with  his  son, 
he  opened  a  wholesale  house  in  Turner's  Court,  Glasgow. 
Their  warehouse  being  required  for  the  St.  Enoch  Railway 
Station,  they  afterwards  removed  to  North  Frederick  Street. 
That  place  was  also  gutted  by  fire,  and  in  1881  they  then 
acquired  the  premises  in  Renfield  Street.  Their  laboratory  and 
grinding  mills  are  at  32  Bishop  Street,  Port  Dundas,  Glasgow. 
A  representative  of  the  firm,  interviewed  by  our  Glasgow 
correspondent,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  the  explosion  must 
have  been  caused  by  the  fumes  of  the  ether,  the  inflammable 
vapour  escaping  from  the  cases  damaged  by  the  lire.  Every- 
thing was  all  right  when  the  place  was  shut  up  at  6  P.M.  the 
previous  night.  A  man  went  round  and  inspected  all  the 
places  prior  to  shutting  up,  as  was  the  usual  custom  of  the 
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firm.  The  premises  were  heated  by  steam  pipes,  and  there 
was  not  a  fire  in  the  whole  place.  The  employes  were  not 
allowed  to  use  lighted  tapers.  Where  a  light  was  needed  a 
safety  lamp  had  to  be  carried.  The  furnace  for  heating  the 
steam  pip-s  was  not  on  at  all  on  Thursday,  and  the  origin  of 
the  fire  could  not  be  accounted  for. 

It  is  probable  that  an  official  inquiry,  either  by  a  special 
committee  or  by  Government  officials,  will  be  held  into  the 
cause  of  the  explosion. 

From  a  notice  in  our  advertisement  columns  it  will  be 
seen  that  Messrs.  Hatrick  have  secured  temporary  premises, 
and  are  prepared  to  despatch  orders  as  usual.  We  are 
also  asked  to  add  that  certain  statements  which  have  appeared 
in  the  local  papers,  some  of  them  purporting  to  be  given  by 
employes  or  representatives,  are  unauthorised  and  generally 
misleading. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting  to  the  trade 
are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Generally  Useful. 

Our  country  traveller  met  with  a  subscriber  in  South 
Wales,  a  chemist,  who  is  also  an  auctioneer  and  valuer,  a 
wine-and-spirits  merchant,  horse-dealer,  and  land-agent, 
and,  in  addition,  acts  as  secretary  to  some  half-dozen  local 
farmers  and  agricultural  clubs. 

Chemists  and  J.P.  s. 

Two  chemists  at  Haverfordwest  have  been  placed  upon 
the  Commission  of  the  Peace  for  that  borough — namely,  Mr. 
William  Williams  and  Mr.  C.  P.  Saunders. 

The  Welsh.  Cycling  Outrage. 

The  Home  Secretary  has  ordered  the  release  of  the  young 
man  Frank  Wallace  Spriggs,  who  was,  at  the  Ruthin  Assizes, 
in  November,  sentenced  to  five  years' penal  servitude  for  an 
assault  on  Miss  Annie  Hughes,  daughter  of  a  Rhuddlan 
chemist,  whilst  cycling.  Careful  inquiry  into  the  case  has 
convinced  the  Home  Secretary  that  the  alibi  defence  set  up 
at  the  time  was  correct. 


jfrencb  IRews. 

{From  our  Paris  Correspondent.') 


The  Funebal  Service  foe  the  late  Mes.  J.  C. 
Ayee  was  held  in  the  American  Church,  Avenue  de  FAlma, 
Paris,  last  Saturday  morning,  and  was  numerously  attended. 
Amongst  the  friends  of  the  deceased  lady  present  were  Mr. 
Henry  Austin  Lee,  C.B.,  English  Commercial  Attache,  and 
Mrs.  Austin  Lee,  and  Lady  Clarke,  wife  of  the  Paris  corre- 
spondent of  the  Bail)/  Telegraph.  The  body  has  been  taken  to 
New  York  for  interment. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences. — At  the  annual  meeting 
held  last  Monday,  M.  Chatin,  the  retiring  President,  made 
the  customary  speech,  and  referred  in  suit-able  terms  to  the 
loss  sustained  by  the  Academy  during  the  past  year  by  the 
death  of  the  eminent  chemist,  M.  Schutzenberger  and  other 
scientists.  Professor  Brouardel  read  an  interesting  paper  on 
"  Unhealthy  Habitations."  The  usual  lengthy  list  of  prizes 
was  also  read,  amongst  them  being  the  La  Caze  prize  for 
physiology,  awarded  to  M.  Rontgen,  of  a-ray  fame. 

Influenza  in  Paeis  has  developed  almost  to  epidemic 
proportions,  and  during  the  last  few  days  it  has  progressed 
with  somewhat  surprising  rapidity.  Mr.  H.  Austin  Lee,  C.B., 
the  English  Commercial  Attache  here,  was  attacked  by  the 
malady  a  week  ago,  and,  as  a  consequence,  had  to  cancel  I 


several  public  engagements.  The  doctors  say  there  is  a 
great  dissimilarity  in  the  symptoms,  and  diagnosis  just  now 
seenH  to  be  a  difficult  task.  Of  course  one  of  the  results,  a?, 
this  invasion  of  grijrpe  is  that  it  gives  pharmacists  a  good 
deal  of  extra  occupation. 

A  Coepulent  Chemist. — At  Lille  a  curious  case  has 
just  been  decided  against  a  chemist  named  Payelle.  U, 
appears  that  M.  Payelle  is  a  very  corpulent  man,  weighing 
over  340  lbs.,  and  he  rode  first-class  on  a  French  railway, 
although  he  only  took  a  third-class  ticket,  being  unable  to 
get  into  cither  a  third  or  second  class  carriage  owing  to  his 
bulk,  and  he  claimed  that  as  the  railway  company  sold  him  a 
third-class  ticket,  it  was  for  them  to  find  him  a  place  in  a 
third-class  carriage,  but  as  he  could  not  get  into  the  carriage 
he  wished  to,  he  was  entitled  to  a  place  in  such  as  lie  could 
enter.  The  Court  decided  that  as  only  a  first-class  vehicle 
would  hold  him,  he  should  have  booked  first-class,  and 
ordered  him  to  pay  the  difference  in  the  fares,  and  pay  all! 
costs  of  the  case. 

FiEE  Cheonicle.— A  lire  of  great  intensity  broke  out  a 
few  days  ago  at  M.  Jacques  Eohalard's  chemical-works,  74 
ronte  de  la  Revolte,  St.  Denis,  near  Paris.  It  was  caused  by 
a  foreman  hiving  placed  a  tin  of  vaseline  to  melt  on  a  gas- 
stove.  While  attending  to  something  else  the  vaseline  boiled 
over  and  took  fire.  The  fire  spread,  and  before  anything 
could  be  done  four  large  reservoirs  containing  an  enormous 
quantity  of  vaseline  took  fire.  The  timely  arrival  of  the  firemen' 
enabled  the  flames  to  be  limited  tothe  part  of  the  works  first  at- 
tacked, and  the  loss  is  about  500Z.  The  warehouse  of  MM.  Gellu- 
Fieres,  Avenue  de  l'Opera,  Paris,  was  the  scene  of  a  fire  last- 
week.  This  was  due  to  a  heating-stove  setting  some  wood- 
work alight  in  a  room  next  to  the  laboratory.  Not  mucb 
damage  was  done. 

Teaumatol  as  an  Antiseptic  is  recommended  by  D?. 
Albert  Robin.  He  describes  it  as  a  substance  obtained  by 
the  mutual  reaction  of  iodine  aed  cresol.  It  takes  the  form 
of  a  violet-red  soft  powder,  practically  without  smell  and 
very  light.  It  appears  that  experiments  made  with  it  in 
some  of  the  Paris  hospitals  prove  that  t-raumatol  is  equal, 
and  perhaps  superior,  to  iodoform  and  sublimate  as  an  anti- 
septic, while  it  has  the  advantage  of  being  less  poisonous  and 
irritating.  Surgically  it  is  used  in  powder  or  solution,  and 
medically  in  capsule  or  pill  form.  Dr.  Robin  mentions. that 
he  has  used  trauma'ol  in  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
with  excellent  results,  but  he  thinks  its  future  is  principally 
in  connection  with  surgery,  and  that  practitioners  are 
rapidly  appreciating  its  advantages.  Traumatol  seems  abc 
to  have  anrestbetic  properties,  and  is  likely  to  be  a  boon.,  to 
oculists  on  that  account,  as  it  has  no  injurious  effects  on  the- 
tissues  of  the  eye. 

Religion  and  Commeece  — Liqueurs,  tooth- washes,  phar 
maeeutical  specialities,  and  similar  articles  bearing  larg» 
profit,  and  put  on  the  market  by  the  "  Reverend  Father"'  of 
some  monastery,  or  under  his  auspices,  continue  to  enjoy  a 
certain  amount  of  success  in  France.  The  latest  of  these  is 
the  Society  of  Pharmaceutical  Products  of  the  Grande  Trappe- 
de  la  Montagne,  a  small  company  that  has  just  been  floated 
with  a  capital  of  100,000f.  (4,000/.)  Amongst  the  assets  the 
company  commences  with  are  the  trade-marks  of  various 
wines,  pastils,  pills,  anti-asthmatic  preparations,  &c,  "  of  the 
Reverend  Father  Debreyne."  The  company  also  reserves  itself 
the  right  to  the  sale  of  all  new  parmaceutical  products 
prepared  under  the  name  of  the  "Monastery  of  the  Grande 
Trappe,"  from  the  Reverend  Father's  formulre,  or  from  others 
that  may  be  approved  by  two  doctors  of  the  Paris  Faculty. 
There  will  be  a  depot  of  the  preparations  kept  by  a  Paris; 
pharmacist,  and  the  articles  of  association  of  the  company 
are  explicit  and  lengthy.  But  the  capital  will  not  carry  the 
promoters  far  when  they  launch  out  into  extensive  adver- 
tising, and  their  competitors  might  easily  christen  the  con- 
cern "  small  trap." 

De.  Evans's  Will— Not  long  since  a  Paris  Municipal 
Councillor  published  the  fact  that  Dr.  Evans  had  informed 
him  piivately  of  his  intention  to  leave  his  large  fortune  to 
the  city  of  Paris,  the  town  of  his  adoption.  It  seems  that 
this  was  said  when  the  dentist-diplomat  required  a  favour 
from  the  city  regarding  some  houses  he  was  building.  .  I  j 
was  only  one  of  the  genial  old  gentleman's,  little  promises 
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No  fortune  would  support  the  many  similar  kindnesses 
bestowed  by  him.  The  Paris  Figaro  "has  taken  upon  itself 
the  onus  of  making  the  conditions  of  Dr.  Evans's  will  public. 
It  estimates  the  fortune  at  twenty-five  million  francs  (or  a 
million  sterling).  It  appears  that  Dr.  Evans,  who  prided 
himself  on  being  a  philanthropist,  has  left  nothing  towards 
supporting  the  charities  commenced  by  him.  This  refers 
especially  to  the  home  for  young  American  girl-students  in 
Paris.  On  the  other  hand,  the  doctor  is  said  to  have  left  a 
sum  equal  to  800,000/.  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  which  he 
claims  as  his  native  town,  though  his  birth-certilicate  would 
not  support  that  view.  One  of  the  conditions  of  the  legacy 
is  that  a  museum,  to  be  called  the  "  Evans  Museum," 
shall  be  erected  in  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose 
of  containing  the  defunct's  medals,  decorations,  clothes, 
papers,  and  presents  from  Royalty,  no  doubt  as  a  mental 
feast  and  encouragement  to  future  generations.  The  city 
must  also  erect  a  statue  to  the  dentist  in  a  central  spot  at  a 
c  >.-.t  of  not  less  than  40,000/,  and  not  more  than  80,000/. 
Tins  gives  fair  scope  for  a  handsome  monument.  If  the 
American  city  refuses  the  legacy  on  these  conditions,  the 
fortune  will  be  divided  amongst  five  executors,  named  in  the 
will,  in  equal  parts. 


Colonial  ano  jforeian  IRem 


Iod  >  form  Gauze. — The  Austrian  authorities  have  just  issued 
a  decree  requiring  iodoform  gauze  to  be  retailed  in  airtight 
containers,  so  as  to  ensure  that  its  stated  percentage  of  active 
ingredient  is  maintained. 

Mattei's  Remedies — The  Prussian  police  authorities 
ha  ve  issued  an  ordinance  declaring  that  the  so-called  electro- 
homu;opathic  remedies  of  Count  Mattei,  as  prepared  by 
Apotheker  Santer  in  Geneva,  have  nothing  in  common  with 
tli a  homoeopathy  of  Hahnemann,  and  are  quite  worthless. 

Ei, i, iman  in  Russia.— The  medical  department  of  the 
Russian  Ministry  of  the  Interior  issues  a  notice  declaring 
that  the  foreign  medicament  for  the  treatment  of  human 
beings  known  as  Elliman's  Royal  embrocation  may  not  be 
imported  into  Russia. 

The  Emperor  of  China's  Uncle  has  given  Messrs.  A 
S.  Watson  &  Co.,  Hong-KoDg,  a  testimonial.  He  is  Prince 
Nor-Kut-Uih-tut,  and  is  commanding  officer  of  the  Imperial 
Bodyguard.  In  his  report  in  that  capacity  he  flatteringly 
says: — "Sickness  disappears  at  the  touch  of  Watson's 
hands." 

Resignation  of  Mr.  Collins.— Owing  to  failing  health 
Mr.  Collins  has  resigned  his  appointment  as  agricultural 
chemist  to  the  Government  of  India.  A  short  time  ago 
Mr.  Collins,  formerly  assistant  agricultural  chemist  to  the 
Government,  became  head  chemist,  on  the  expiration  of 
Dr.  Leather's  term  of  office. 

A  Detroit  Amalgamation.— Messrs.  Williams.  Davis 
Brooks  &  Co.,  and  T.  H.  Hinchman,  Sons  &  Co.,  wholesale 
druggists,  Detroit,  Mich.,  amalgamated  on  January  1  under 
the  style  "  Williams.  Davis,  Brooks  &  Hinchman  &  Sons," 
with  a  capital  of  #600,000,  an(j  Mr.  W.  C.  Williams  as 
president.  The  business  is  concentrated  into  the  premises 
of  the  first-named  of  the  old  firms,  in  Congress  Street  East. 

New  York  Drug  Club.— The  house  of  this  club 
.appears  to  be  well  taken  advantage  of  by  the  members,  who 
have  the  privilege  of  arranging  for  little  private  dinners  in  it 
of  their  friends.  We  read  of  two  wholesale  firms  who  in 
Christmas  week  entertained  their  travellers  to  luncheon  and 
dinner  in  the  club,  while  the  members  and  their  friends  to 
the  number  of  400  saw  out  the  old  year  withinlthe  club  walls 
to  the  strains  of  instrumental  and  vocal  music. 

Cinchona  in  Bengal.— Two  months  ago  we  referred  to 
the  manufacture  of  quinine  and  cinchona  febrifuge  by  the 
Bengal  Government  during  the  last  official  year.  It  is  to  be 
observed  in  this  connection  that  the  cinchona  plantations 
are  gradually  being  enriched  by  the  planting  of  Cinchona 
Lcigeriana  seedlings,  no  fewer  than  243,750  of  such  plants 


having  been  put  into  the  ground,  as  compared  with  20,000 
seedlings  of  the  hybrid  cinchona.  The  policy  now  adopted 
is  to  plant  the  quinine-yielding  Ledgeriana  almost  ex- 
clusively, and  the  result  ere  long  may  be  that  the  Government 
will  be  able  to  supply  all  its  own  needs,  if  not  more,  ex- 
clusively from  its  own  plantations. 

"Ol.  Menth.  Pip.  Angl.  Opt." — The  German  Droguisten 
Zeitung  reports  that  in  the  Rhineland  an  "  elegantly-dressed  " 
individual,  evidently  a  Frenchman,  speaking  broken-German, 
is  going  about  among  buyers  of  essential  oils  offering 
peppermint,  rose,  neroli,  and  other  oils  at  half-price.  He 
explains  this  circumstance  by  saying  that  the  oils,  having 
already  been  imported  into  Germany,  cannot  be  returned  to 
France  without  being  charged  a  high  custom-duty  there. 
The  peppermint  oil  offered  by  him  has  the  label : — "  Ol.  menth. 
pip  angl.  opt.  |  (Mitcham),  |  essences etparfumes,  |  F. Gresp, 
|  Grasse  (Alp.  Mmes.)."  Examination  of  a  sample  of  this 
oil  showed  it  to  be  of  lower  specific  gravity  than  genuine 
Mitcham  oil,  and  to  leave  a  residue  of  at  least  25  per  cent,  of 
fixed  oil  upon  evaporation.  The  fixed  oil  also  separated  out 
upon  the  addition  of  dilute  alcohol. 

Samples  for  the  Gold  Coast. — There  is  a  gentleman 
at  Axim,  Gold  Coast  Colony,  imbued  with  such  a  profound 
respect  for  Messrs.  F.  Newbery  &  Sons  that  he  has  written 
to  them  to  tell  them  so.  "  I  have  no  greater  joy,"  he  says, 
"  than  to  take  your  agency  here  as  to  secure  you  some  clients, 
such  as  shippers  of  Logs,  Kernels,  P.O.O.  or  Draft  at  the 
same  time."  But  these  clients,  it  seems,  can  only  be  secured 
by  Messrs  Newbery  forwarding  to  this  correspondent  (whose 
name  is  John  Wilson,  c/o  R.  D.  Ensah,  and  who  uses  the 
London  and  West  African  Trading  Company's  letter- 
paper),  by  way  of  preliminary,  "  a  case  of  full  samples  (50) 
illustrated  almanacks  for  1898  and  99  and  catalogues  a  1^.. 
En  velopes&  cards  &  other  things  of  your  stock  &  Diamond  Jubi- 
lee Hdkfs  &  Pencil  &.  Agency  Books."  Messrs.  Newbery  are  out 
of  Jubilee  Hdkfs  for  the  Axim  market  just  now,  but  they  are 
pleased  to  give  any  reader  of  the  C.  <?•  D.  the  opportunity  for 
this  business.  In  return,  Mr.  Wilson  promises  "  Logs  & 
Palmkernels  &  Rubber  and  everything  complete."  But  we 
fear,  Mr.  John  Wilson,  you  may  Axim  in  vain. 

Ontario  Druggists  and  the  Liquor  Law.— A  depu- 
tation of  Ontario  druggists  waited  upon  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Hardy,  the  Premier  of  the  Provincial  Government,  on 
December  23,  to  ask  that  the  legislation  of  last  session 
regarding  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  by  druggists  be 
so  amended  as  to  practically  restore  the  conditions  previously 
in  existence.  Mr.  E.  T.  Malone  pointed  out  that  the  present 
regulations  inflicted  a  hardship  on  the  public  by  preventing 
the  sale  of  such  simple  remedies  as  cough-mixtures,  con- 
taining liquors,  except  on  a  doctor's  certificate.  Mr.  J.  H. 
Mackenzie  said  the  druggists  were  quite  willing  that 
every  regulation  should  be  enforced  for  the  prevention  of 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  for  other  than  medicinal 
purposes.  Premier  Hardy  pointed  out  that  the  Govern- 
ment's chief  aim  was  to  prevent  drug-stores  from  becoming 
tippling  places.  Mr.  Mackenzie  suggested  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  authorise  a  label  for  the  exclusive  use  of 
druggists,  who  should  attach  it  to  every  packet  of  liquor 
sold.  A  quarterly  return  might  be  made  by  the  College 
to  the  Government  of  the  amount  of  liquor  sold  by  every 
druggist.  Mr.  George  Gibbard  stated  that  a  Superior 
Court  judge  telephoned  him  at  night  for  some  whisky, 
but  he  (the  druggist)  could  not  supply  it  without  a 
medical  certificate,  whereat  the  Judge  was  angry.  The 
Premier:  How  much  whisky  did  the  Judge  order?  Mr. 
Gibbard :  Four  ounces.  Hon.  Mr.  Hardy :  Rather  a  small 
order  for  so  high  a  functionary.  Mr.  Murchison  said  the 
druggists  only  asked  for  what  was  the  law  in  all  civilised 
countries.  He  suggested  that  druggists  might  be  prevented 
from  selling  liquor  to  the  same  party  or  family  within  twenty- 
four  hours.  The  Prenrer,  in  reply,  said  the  Government's  only 
desire  in  passing  the  Act  was  to  protect  the  public.  Perhaps 
they  had  gone  too  far  in  prohibiting  the  sale  of  liquor  by 
druggists.  He  would  be  glad  if  the  Druggists'  Association 
would  appoint  a  committee  of  three  to  act  with  Mr.  Malone 
in  conferring  with  the  Government.  He  could  hardly  say 
they  could  go  back  to  the  old  Act.  The  following  committee 
was  appointed  :  E.  T.  Malone,  J.  H.  Mackenzie,  G.  E.  Gib- 
bard, J.  R.  Lee,  W.  Murchison,  and  Prof.  Heebner. 
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COUNCIL  MEETING. 

IS  the  Council  reforming  ?  It  commenced  operations  on 
Wednesday  at  11.18  A.M.,  and  finished  at  1  p.m..  an 
■endeavour  being  made  in  the  meantime  to  soothe  the 
Lancashire  phalanx  of  gladiators  in  a  short  discussion — it  is 
not  every  day  that  the  "unanimous  Council"  responds  to 
pressure,  hence  the  query  in  reference  to  reform.  The 
■Council  rarely  begins  its  public  business  before  the  minutes 
•are  read,  but  that  was  done  on  this  occasion  when  the 
■President  extended  the  sympathy  of  the  members  to  Mr.  John 
'Harrison  in  his  recent  bereavement,  and  later  he  spoke  of 
the  deaths  of  Mr.  R.  W.  Giles,  Mr.  Ernest  Hart,  and  Mr. 
Wheeler,  of  Hackney,  alluding  to  each  man's  strong  points, 
and  especially  emphasising  Mr.  Giles's  services  to  the  Society. 
Long  lists  of  new  adherents  of  the  Society  were  then  read  by 
the  Secretary,  and  the  President  noted  with  satisfaction  that 
•the  list  of  associates  in  business  included  one  chemist  in 
Buluwayo,  whereupon  Mr.  Corder  remarked  (in  fun)  "We 
might  make  him  a  member  seeing  he  is  so  far  off."  The 
'•Council  had,  of  course,  forgotten  the  fact  that  the  C.  $  Bw 
was  able  to  announce  a  year  ago  that  it  had  four  subscribers 
in  Buluwayo,  or  one  ahead  of  the  directory,  else  the  present 
invasion  of  Rhodesia  would  have  passed  in  silence.  The 
monthly  financial  statement  was  not  exciting :  cash  in  hand 
736/.,  wanted  for  salaries,  rent,  journal,  examiners,  &c , 
>2,118/.  About  800/.  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  three 
departments  of  benevolence,  and  a  chance  of  investing 
3,750/.  in  ground-rents  on  that  account  declined.  From 
finances  the  councillors  passed  on  to  the  Benevolent  Fund, 
the  report  of  which  was  exceptionally  interesting,  because 
76/.  was  granted  in  relief  of  seven  applicants,  two  annuitants 
were  reported  dead,  one  resigned  her  annuity  because  she 
had  got  a  legacy  of  900/.,  and  an  old  gentleman  of  70  who 
had  received  a  grant  from  the  fund  recently  returned  the 
■money  because  be  has  since  got  a  situation.  The  Vice- 
President  capped  that,  and  made  his  fellow-members  laugh, 
by  stating  that  there  is  an  old  couple  of  80  who  got  relief, 
and  say  that  they  may  be  able  to  do  without  it  yet  if  they 
■can  get  work.  The  next  matter  of  importance  was  the  report 
of  examinations,  which  showed  that  66  per  cent,  had  failed 
in  the  Minor  (London),  and  a  little  more  than  that  in  Edin- 
burgh. Another  two  have  tried  to  get  through  the  Major  in 
Edinburgh,  but  did  not  manage.  The  Law  and  Parlia- 
mentary Committee  reported  on  the  question  of  reciprocity 
-of  certificates  with  the  colonies,  practically  declining  to 
make  any  attempt  at  getting  reciprocity-powers  until  a 
scheme  of  intercolonial  reciprocity  has  been  established.  Refer- 
ence to  the  Pharmacy  Act  brought  up  Dr.  Symes,  who  thought 
the  President  should  say  something  1o  soothe  those  pharmaceu- 
tical-chemist members  who  think  they  should  get  a  fellow- 
ship if  Minor  men  are  made  members.  The  President 
spoke  generally,  and  seemed  to  satisfy  the  doctor,  but 
Mr.  Carteighe  felt  it  necessary  to  lecture  the  malcon- 
tents on  their  want  of  logic  and  ignorance  of  history, 
and  proceeded  to  supply  the  want.  After  some  fur- 
ther remarks  the  matter  dropped.  Mr.  Bateson  brought 
the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  before  the  Council,  only  to 
hear  from  the  President  what  the  Council  has  done,  and  what 
the  Privy  Council  says  it  is  to  do— bring  a  bill  into  Parlia- 
ment to  deal  with  the  matter.  Then,  with  extreme  solemnity, 
the  President  read  to  an  obviously  shocked  assemblage  a 
communication  from  the  Secretary  of  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia Committee,  stating  that  the  C.  $  B.  article  on  th 


new  B.P.  had  been  written  up  from  early  proofs,  and,  there- 
fore, contained  inaccuracies.  The  President's  voice  was 
weak  when  the  meeting  commenced,  but  it  had  completely 
recovered  when  he  got  this  length.  A  detailed  report  of  the 
proceedings  is  subjoined. 


All  the  members  were  present  with  the  exception  of  Messrs. 
Harrison,  Johnston,  Park,  Southall,  and  Storrar.  The 
President  began  by  reading  a  letter  of  regret  from  Mr. 
Storrar,  and  noted  the  absence  of  Mr.  Harrison,  saying  that 
they  all  knew  what  a  terrible  bereavement  had  befallen  him 
in  losing  his  mother  and  son  within  a  few  days  of  each 
other.  The  minutes  of  the  previous  meeting  were  read  and 
signed  as  correct. 

The  President  explained  in  regard  to  power  obtained  at 
the  last  meeting  of  selling  out  3,750/.  of  Benevolent  Fund 
Consols;  and  purchasing  freehold  ground-rents  at  Balham 
Park,  that  it  was  not  acted  upon,  as  they  were  not  altogether 
satisfied  with  the  title. 

Losses  by  Death. 

The  President  here  said  that  since  last  meetiog  they 
had  lost  by  death  Mr.  Richard  William  Giles,  who  was  well 
known  to  many  of  the  members  round  the  table.  Mr.  Giles 
was  one  of  the  earliest  students  of  the  Society.  In  1847 
and  1848  he  gained  prizes  in  chemistry,  pharmacy,  and 
materia  medica,  and  one  in  botany.  He  passed  the  Major 
in  1848,  his  certificate  bearing  the  number  37 — lower  than 
which  he  did  not  believe  manv  existed.  Mr.  Giles  served  asa 
member  of  the  Council  from  1853  till  1856.  and  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Examiners  from  1863  to  1868  In  1874 
he  gave  an  address  to  the  students  of  the  Society's 
school,  which  he  (the  President)  had  been  running 
over  just  before  the  meeting,  and  was  sure  that  for  grace  of 
diction  and  sound  sentiments  no  better  address  could  have 
been  given,  and  his  advice  to  all  young  pharmacists  was  to 
read  and  ponder  over  it.  The  whole  address  could  be 
summed  up  in  the  one  sentence,  "  The  status  of  pharmacists 
will  be  best  maintained  by  diffusion  of  education,  and  by 
education  alone  will  the  pharmacist  command  success." 
Continuing,  the  President  said  Mr.  Giles  was  well  known  at 
the  annual  meetings  as  a  fluent  speaker,  and  from  his 
exceptional  business  capacity  was  certainly  one  of  their  most 
distinguished  members.  He  also  remarked  on  the  fact  that 
he  died  exactly  fifty-two  weeks  after  his  friend  Mr.  Schacht, 
with  whom  he  worked  side  by  side  at  Clifton  for  many  years. 
He  also  mentioned  that  Mr.  Giles  was  called  to  the  bar  in 
May,  1881,  and  he  well  remembered  being  present  at  a  supper 
celebrating  the  event  in  the  Middle  Temple.  The  President 
then  proposed,  and  the  Vice-President  (Mr.  Newsholme) 
seconded,  that  a  resolution  expressing  regret  at  Mr.  Giles's 
death  be  sent  to  Mrs.  Giles  and  her  family,  which  resolution, 
on  being  put,  was  carried  nem.  con. 

The  death  on  January  2  of  Mr.  Christopher  Wheeler,  Hack- 
ney Road,  at  the  age  of  69,  was  then  referred  to.  Mr. 
Wheeler  had  been  a  member  of  the  society  for  forty  years, 
and  had  been  divisional  secretary  for  Hackney  for  sometime, 
and,  said  the  President,  "  it  is  always  a  matter  of  regret  to 
lose  those  who  have  served  us  faithfully." 

Tne  President  next  alluded  to  the  death  of  Mr.  Ernest 
Hart,  editor  of  the  British  MeclicalJournal,  a  great  authority 
and  important  person  in  the  British  Medical  Association. 
Mr.  Hart,  he  said,  was  a  frequent  visitor  at  the  annual  dinners 
of  the  society,  and  always  took  a  great  interest  in  matters 
concerning  pharmacy.  It  was  due  primarily  to  him,  and  he 
(the  President)  thought  it  an  important  service  rendered, 
that  the  Pharmacy  Act  was  made  more  effective,  as  through 
him  it  was  definitely  settled  that  poisonous  secret  medicines 
could  not  be  sold  by  unqualified  men  simply  because  they 
were  stamped. 

Mr.  Bottle  reminded  the  President  that  Mr.  Hart  had 
once  addressed  the  students  at  the  opening  of  the  session. 

Examinations  and  Elections. 

A  letter  from  the  Privy  Council  was  received  approving 
the  list  of  examiners  submitted. 

Diplomas  were  granted  to  thirteen  gentlemen  and  one  lady 
who  have  passed  the  Major  this  month. 

Lists  of  those  elected  members  and  associate-sand  students 
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of  the  Society  were  also  read,  Mr.  Bottle  remarking,  in 
regard  to  the  latter  (forty-three  in  number),  that  they  did 
not  seem  to  be  deterred  by  the  prospect  of  increased  fees 
•which  will  be  required  of  them  later  on.  The  names  of 
several  persons  were  restored  to  the  Society  or  to  the 
register,  on  payment  of  the  usual  fines. 
The  Seceetaby  then  read  the 

Financial  Kepoet, 
•which  showed  existing  balances  as  follows:— 

£    s.  (I, 

General  Fund  account    ...    736    3  4 

Benevolent  Fund   267  19  4 

Donation  account   279    3  5 

Orphan  Fund   158  15  3 

The  balance  on  the  General  Fund  account  on  November 
30  was  312/.  10*'.  2d.,  and  there  was  received  during  the 
month  2  217/.  7s.,  and  1,793/.  13a.  lOd.  was  paid,  leaving  the 
balance  as  above  stated.  A  sum  of  2,118  6a.  3(7.  was  now 
required  to  pay  salaiies,  examiners,  rents,  publishing- 
expenses,  &c. 

The  President,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report, 
said  that  the  expenses  were  rather  heavy,  but  not  unusual,  as 
they  included,  quarterly  salaries,  rent  and  rates  for  the 
qutrter. 

Donations  to  Benevolent  Fund. 

It  was  announced  that  the  directors  of  C.A.M.W.A.L.  had 
sent  a  donation  of  50/ ,  and  one  had  been  received  from  Dr. 
Thos.  Stevenson  for  5/.  5.S.,  which  showed  that  although  not 
a  member  of  the  Society,  he  recognised  the  good  work  done 
by  the  Benevolent  Fund  (Hear,  hear.)  That  morning 
they  had  also  received  9/.  from  Mr.  Moss,  the  balance  from 
the  Attficld  Testimonial  Fund,  the  committee  thinking  there 
could  be  no  better  way  of  dealing  with  the  surplus,  and  with 
that  he  agreed. 

'lhe  Council  then  went  into  committee  on  the 

Benevolent  Fund, 

and  resolved  to  grant  two  amounts  of  13/.,  two  of  10/.,  and 
one  each  of  51.  and  12/.  Two  annuitants  had  died  since 
last  meeting,  and  one,  having  benefited  by  a  legacy  of  900/., 
had  resigned. 

The  Vice-President  thought  that  some  regulations 
made  in  1894  in  regard  to  the  financial  position  of  the 
annuitants  .should  not  be  lost  sight  of,  as  the  case  of  the 
annuitant  who  had  come  in  for  a  legacy  reminded  the  com- 
mittee of  these  tegulations,  and  it  was  now  emphasised  by 
a  slight  alteration.  He  also  said  that  one  case  in  which 
money  had  been  granted — that  of  a  gentleman  of  over  70 — 
the  receiver  had  since  got  a  situation,  and  returned  the 
money  voted  him  (Hear,  hear.)  Another  old  couple  of 
over  80,  who  got  some  assistance,  were  anxious  to  do  work  if 
they  could  get  it.  (Laughter.) 

"  Dignity  of  labour,"  said  Mr.  Corder. 

The  President  said  it  showed  that  our  business  could 
not  be  of  such  a  depressing  nature  as  it  was  generally  sup- 
posed to  be,  when  we  heard  of  these  examples  of  virility. 
Perhaps  the  Vice-President  had  some  more  stories  of  the 
same  kind. 

The  report  of  the 

Laboeatoey,  School,  and  House  Committee 

•was  read  and  adopted.  The  Pei^sident  here  mentioned 
that  Mr.  Caiteighe  had  presented  the  Society  with  one  of 
the  Jubilee  Commemoration  medals  issued  by  the  Royal 
Mint.  Some  of  the  microscope-slides  have  been  transferred 
from  the  library  to  the  Hanbury  Room,  where,  Dr.  Symes 
said,  they  would  receive  more  care  and  the  change  be  of 
advantage  to  those  students  who  really  wanted  to  study. 

The  Report  op  the  Examiners 

on  the  recent  examinations  was  read,  showing  that  in 
England  and  Wales,  of  23  Major  candidates  examined, 
14  passed  and  9  failed.  In  the  Minor,  247  candidates  were 
examined,  81  passing,  166  failing.  In  Scotland,  2  can- 
didates for  the  Major  were  examined  and  both  failed,  while 
in  the  Minor  46  passed  and  100  failed  ;  22  certificates  were 
received  in  lieu  of  the  First  examination.  The  minutes 
of  the 


Law  and  Parliamentary  Committee 

were  read,  and  the  draft  of  a  letter  proposed  to  be  sent 
to  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  Victoria  on  the  subject  of  reci- 
procity, was  submitted.  In  the  Pharmacy  Act  Amendment 
Bill  certain  verbal  amendments  mainly  suggested  by  the 
Society's  solicitor,  were  agreed  to,  and  such  steps  as  may  be 
necessary  to  introduce  the  Bill  into  Parliament  ordered  to 
be  taken. 

Reciprocity. 

The  Peesident  then  reviewed  the  case  for  colonial  reci- 
procity. "  In  July  last,"  said  he,  "  we  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Shillinglaw,  Registrar  of  the  Victoria  Pharmacy  Board, 
in  reference  to  accepting  certain  certificates  by  different 
boards  of  pharmacy  in  Australia  and  elsewhere.  That  was 
at  the  time  of  the  Jubilee  festivities,  when  there  was  more 
or  less  a  drawing  together  of  different  parts  of  the  Empire. 
The  matter  we  carefully  considered,  and  although  there 
could  not  be  any  doubt  as  to  what  the  reply  would  be,  the. 
following  letter  is  proposed  to  be  sent "  : — 

The  Secretary  toj[the|Phabmacy  Board  op  Victoria. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  of  June  1,  suggesting  the  amendment  of  our 
Pharmacy  Acts  with  the  object  of  empowering  the  Registrar  of 
this  Society  to  receive  certificates  of  skill  and  competency  other 
than  those  signed  by  the  respective  Boards  of  Examiners, 
appointed  by  the  Council  of  this  Society,  has  been  carefully  and 
sympathetically  considered. 

■The  general  conclusion  which  lias  been  arrived  at  is  that  the 
time  is  not  yet  ripe  for  any  general  amendment  in  this  direction. 

I  may  remind  you  that  we  are  at  present  in  a  transitional  state. 
By-laws  have  recently  been  approved  by  the  Privy  Council  effect- 
ing a  considerable  improvement  in  the  standard  of  general  educa- 
tion required  from  those  who  after  August,  1900,  seek  to  enter 
pharmacy  in  Great  Britain. 

There  will,  no  doubt,  be  many  colonial,  Indian,  and  foreign 
universities  and  colleges  amongst  the  examining-bodies  whose 
certificates  in  general  education  will  be  accepted  by  the  Council  of 
this  Society. 

It  is  felt,  however,  that  at  present  it  would  be  almost  impossible 
to  ensure  in  the  different  parts  of  the  Empire  a  practical  unifor- 
mity in  the  scope  and  stringency  of  the  technical  examinations. 

One  step  in  this  direction  would  be  accomplished  if  the  Phar- 
macy Boards  in  certain  groups  of  colonies — for  example,  those  in 
Australia  and  New  Zealand — could  succeed  in  establishing  such, 
uniform  examinations  as  a  basis  of  intercolonial  reciprocity. 

The  chief  difficulty  of  extending  reciprocity  lies  in  the  absence- 
of  an  adequate  compulsory  curriculum  applicable  to  the  whole  of 
the  Empire,  and  the  removal  of  this  difficulty  could  be  accom- 
plished by  obtaining  from  the  different  Legislatures  powers  to- 
impose  a  uniform  and  sufficient  course  of  study. 

My  Council  regrets  that  public  opinion  is  not  sufficiently 
advanced  to  enable  us  to  obtain  powers  for  a  compulsory  curri- 
culum even  in  Great  Britain,  but  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  course  o£ 
time  legislation  in  this  direction  may  be  practicable. 

I  am,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

(Signed)        Walter  Hills^ 
President. 

It  was  agreed  that  this  letter  should  be  sent. 

Opposition  to  the  Phaemacy  Bill. 

Dr.  Symes  rose  to  ask  if  the  Council  were  aware  that  the 
proposed  Bill  was  opposed  to  the  views  of  a  number  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  who  thought  that  a  title  such  as 
Fellow  should  be  given  them,  and  as  it  was  desired  to  make  all 
classes  help  to  gee  the  Bill  through  Parliament,  he  thought 
the  advisability  of  giving  some  title  to  pharmaceutical 
chemists  was  worth  discussion  by  the  Council.  At  the 
meeting  held  in  Liverpool — not  veiy  numerously  attended,  he 
admitted — a  resolution  of  regret  that  the  Council  could 
not  see  its  way  to  giving  some  solatium  to  pharmacists  was 
carried,  and  this,  if  taken  as  an  index  of  general  feeling, 
showed  the  advisability  of  endeavouring  to  find  means  of 
conciliation  and  being  a  unanimous  body.  This  matter,  he 
thought,  was  the  only  point  of  contention  about  the  Bill,  the 
rift  in  the  lute,  f-o  to  speak.  He  was  aware  that  his 
suggestions  were  not  new,  and  under  the  present  by-laws  the 
Council  could  not  initiate  Fellows.  Still,  he  thought  some 
authoritative  statement  should  be  made  on  the  subject — by 
the  President,  he  thought. 

Mr.  Maetindale  said  it  was  very  undesirable  to  have  the 
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title  Fellow,  and  so  perpetuate  two  grades  of  chemists  which 
had  been  the  cause  of  so  much  mischief  in  the  past ;  and, 
besides,  if  a  higher  grade  was  wanted  it  could  be  obtained 
by  graduating  from  other  bodies. 

The  President,  replying  to  Dr.  Symes,  hoped  that  their 
friends  on  the  Council  would  speak  out  in  the  country,  and, 
as  he  gathered  that  Dr.  Symes  was  not  altogether  in  favour 
of  a  Fellowship,  thought  he  might  have  given  the  assurance 
himself.  The  one  object  of  the  Bill  was  that  of  consolidating 
the  Society,  and  it  would  be  undoing  the  good  work  they  had 
already  done  if  the  claim  for  a  higher  title  was  persisted  in. 
Besides,  urged  the  President,  of  what  use  was  the  title 
Fellow?  He  himself  was  a  Fellow  of  the  Zoological 
Society,  and  was  not  aware  that  any  special  knowledge 
of  animals  was  required  of  him  on  that  account. 
He  supposed  that  he  could  use  the  letters  F.Z.S.  if  he 
chose,  but  would  it  give  him  any  better  position  1  He  did 
not  think  a  title  would  be  of  any  great  value  to  any 
individual,  but  he  thought  that  in  the  time  coming,  when 
there  would  be  a  curriculum,  and  probably  affiliation  with 
universities,  some  system  of  close  relationship  was  desirable 
rather  then  the  introduction  of  fresh  contentions.  It  would 
be  a  great  pity  to  put  the  suggestion  in  the  Bill  now.  He 
begged  their  pharmaceutical  friends  throughout  the  country 
to  consider  this  matter  well  before  opposing  it.  At  the  same 
time  he  knew  that  it  was  not  possible  that  a  Bill  could  be 
introduced  to  give  universal  approval. 

Dr.  Symes  rose  to  say  that  though  he  was  not  at  the 
last  meeting  he  did  not  oppose  the  Bill,  but  the  Council 
were  often  accused  of  doing  too  much  in  camera,  and  he 
thought  their  friends  were  entitled  to  some  reply.  He 
did  not  think  the  President's  illustration  of  his  fellow- 
ship of  the  Zoological  Society  to  the  point,  as  no  examina- 
tion was  there  required. 

Mr.  Carteighe  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  present 
generation  of  pharmacists  did  not  trouble  to  read  the  past 
history  of  the  Society ;  this  same  question  was  raised  some 
thirty  years  ago.  He  always  looked  on  the  young  generation 
of  pharmaceutical  chemists  as  educated  men  and  col- 
leagues, but  when  they  talked  on  this  subject  they 
were  illogical — he  wished  logic  were  required  in  the 
Preliminary  examination  as  in  some  others — there 
was  need  of  it.  He  would  just  state  for  the  benefit  of  those 
who  appeared  to  be  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  the  original 
intention  of  the  Society  was  to  unite  all  those  in  the 
business  under  one  title.  At  the  time  the  1868  Bill 
was  under  consideration,  they  had  to  admit  gentlemen  who 
had  not  passed  any  examination,  their  only  qualification 
being  that  of  being  in  business.  Owing  to  this  and  opposi- 
tion from  various  sources,  their  one  aim  had  to  be  modified, 
and  Mr.  Sandford's  draft  Bill  altered  at  the  last  moment 
by  the  usual  compromise.  Their  aim  of  making  each 
person  who  had  passed  the  one  grade  a  member  was  thus 
frustrated.  At  that  time  he  (Mr.  Carteighe)  appealed  to 
the  Council  to  alter  the  conditions  because  of  the  stress 
of  circumstances,  but  now  he  desired  to  follow  out  the 
definite  ends  of  the  framers  of  that  Act.  Why  should 
pharmaceutical  chemists  want  to  be  pushed  up  as  superior  ? 
It  was  not  done  in  medicine  or  law.  He  was  glad  to  see 
a  pharmacist  a  B.Sc,  but  it  did  not  follow  that  he  was  a 
better  pharmacist — he  might  be  worse — it  only  indicated  that 
he  was  an  educated  man  in  that  branch.  If  in  law  they 
required  higher  qualifications  they  got  them  at  universities. 
He  could  not  think  why  a  pharmaceutical  chemist  wanted  to 
claim  a  special  title  unless  to  use  it  in  his  business,  and  this 
sort  of  men  he  thought  it  wrong  and  unwise  to  have.  The  draw- 
back to  the  use  of  "  associate  "  was  that  in  the  public  mind 
it  implied  youth  or  semi-qualification — not  full  and  complete 
qualification.  After  50,  continued  Mr.  Carteighe,  we  begin 
to  see  what  a  lot  of  time  it  takes  to  acquire  a  little  know- 
ledge, and  he  was  now  of  opinion  that  titles  do  not 
stimulate  qualification,  and  was  prepared  to  admit  that  the 
idea  he  held  at  one  time  that  everyone  who  passed  the 
Minor  would  go  on  for  the  Major  was  a  failure.  The 
tendency  of  the  age  was  to  get  into  a  profession  or  business 
with  the  smallest  amount  of  qualification,  and  the  standard 
would  be  bad  if  the  Society  had  not  the  power  of  raising  it. 
Creation  of  new  titles  involved  all  sorts  of  difficulties. 
The  educated  pharmaceutical  chemist  has  within  himself 
all  those  benefits  he  ought  to  desire  to  have,  and  should  not 
require  distinguishing  by  a  few  different  initials  after  his  \ 


name,  but  rather,  having  got  his  name  on  their  honourable 
roll,  to  hold  out  his  hand  in  friendship. 

Mr.  Atkins  said  he  understood  that  Dr.  Symes  did  not 
press  his  arguments  for  the  creation  of  a  new  title,  but  he 
hoped  the  statement  now  made  would  be  an  answer  to  the 
opposition.  For  his  part,  he  regretted  it,  and  although  it 
used  to  be  said  at  one  time  that  "  what  Lancashire  said  to- 
day Great  Britain  said  to-morrow,"  there  was  no  logic  in 
the  argurnen's  from  Liverpool,  and  their  ideas  of  member- 
ship were  confused.  What  had  been  said  to-day  would,  he 
hoped,  dismiss  antagonism  in  Lancashire  and  elsewhere. 

The  President  thanked  Dr.  Symes  for  the  opportunity 
of  showing  how  unanimous  the  Council  were  on  the  subject, 
as  he  considered  it  would  have  influence  with  their  phar- 
maceutical friends  who  were  threatening  opposition,  ancl 
that  Dr.  Symes's  object  was,  therefore,  fully  served. 

Carbolic  Acid. 

Mr.  Bateson  rose  to  ask  if  the  time  had  not  come  when 
carbolic  acid  should  be  added  to  the  poison  schedule. 

The  President  said  he  could  only  answer  that  the  ques- 
tion could  not  be  debated  unless  notice  were  given. 

Mr.  Bateson  assented,  and  the  President  went  on  to  say 
that  the  subject  was  one  of  great  importance,  and  deserved! 
consideration.  The  Council  had  recommended  the  addition 
of  carbolic  acid  on  three  separate  occasions,  viz. — February.. 
1882,  February,  1886,  and  October,  1888.  Questions  had 
since  been  asked  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  on  each 
occasion  the  answer  had  been  practically  the  same  as  it  was 
in  J uly  last  when  the  Privy  Council  replied  to  the  British 
Medical  Association  that  they  did  not  propose  to  assent  to' 
the  addition  of  this  poison  to  the  schedule,  but  had  a  Bill  under 
consideration  dealing  with  the  matter.  He  thought  it 
would  be  impolite  and  undignified  to  again  appeal  to  the 
Privy  Council  unless  more  evidence  was  behind  us.  Mr. 
Bateson,  he  continued,  would  do  a  service  if  he  would  get  his- 
member  of  Parliament  to  ask  a  question  in  the  House,  which 
Mr.  Bateson  said  he  certainly  would,  "  and  he  may  rest 
assured,"  said  the  President,  "  that  these  numerous  deaths 
from  carbolic  acid  do  not  lie  at  our  door." 

Letters. 

A  letter  was  then  read  from  Dr.  Nestor  Tirard,  secretary 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee,  in  reference     to  the 
articles  on  the  new  B.P.,  which  were  commenced  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  on  January  8,  and  which  is  printed 
elsewhere. 

A  letter  was  also  received  from  Mr.  Walter  Gibbons,  of 
Manchester,  conveying  suggestions  regarding  the  new  Bill. 

The  Exeter  Association  forwarded  a  resolution  in  favour 
of  the  Pharmacy  Bill. 

The  Decimal  Association  wrote  asking  the  Council  to  take 
an  active  part  in  promoting  the  use  of  the  decimal  system. 

There  was  also  a  letter  from  the  Rochester  Coroner,  ex- 
pressing an  opinion  that  the  sale  of  carbolic  acid  should  be 
restricted,  to  which  an  answer  was  ordered  to  be  sent  that, 
although  the  Council  were  well  aware  of  the  danger,  the- 
Privy  Council  had  declined  to  add  the  poison  to  the 
schedule. 

This  concluded  the  public  business. 


EXAMINATIONS  IN  LONDON. 
We  have  received  from  the  Registrar  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  the  following  list  of 
candidates  who  were  granted  certificates  at  the  January 
meeting  of  the  London  Board  of  Examiners  : — 

Major  Examination. 


Candidates  examined 
Candidates  failed 

Candidates  passed]'... 

Barrie,  Thomas  Stewart 
Bui-gin,  Mark  Frederick 
Evans,  Thomas  James 
Hacking,  Charles  Harold 
Halev,  Benjamin  Paw  sen 
Hill,  Philip  Robert 
Holmes,  John 


 14 

Jones,  Ernest  William 
Pattinson,  Joseph 
Price,  Edward  George 
Shaw,  William 
Shorrock,  Mary 
Wild,  Sydney 
Windemer,  Oscar  Roxbur;. 
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Minoe  Examination. 


Candidates  examined 
Candidates  failed 

Candidates  passed  ... 

Archer,  Samuel 

Baker,  Thomas 

Barnes,  Arthur  Swaby 

Barron,  James 

Bellamy,  William  Arthur 

Bennett,  Charles  Thomas 

Brickell,  Ethelbert  Richard 

Burton,  Harry 

Butcher,  Robert  Johnson 

Chaff,  Thomas  Waycott 

Clarke,  John 

Clarkson,  James  Selfe 

■Coles,  Sydney  George  Reading 

Davies,  John  Osborne 

Davis,  Charles 

Davis,  Henry 

Doughty,  Thomas  Herbert 
Drakes,  George 
Dudgeon,  Tom  Skipsey 
_Eley,  Philip  George 
Elgar,  John  Butler 
England,  Reginald  Arthur 
Evans,  John  Owen 
Exelby,  George  Henry 
Fawcett,  Harry  Rowland 
Flemming,  Thomas  Henry 
Greaves,  Henry  Eldred 
Hall,  John  Wiiliam 
Hardman,  James  Chevalier 
Hehden,  John 

Hovenden,  Sydney  Churcher 
Hughes,  Martin  Smith 
James,  John  Earl 
•Jarvis,  John 

Jenner,  Percy  Greenwood 
Jones,  David 
Jones,  William  Bodwin 
King,  Arthur  Edward 
Lacey,  William  James 
Larder,  Frederic 
sLeefe,  Bernard  Wrapson 


 247 

...  166 

,  81 

Lester,  William  Henry 
Lindsey,  Robert  William 
Livesey,  Henry  Avrton  Alexr, 
McCarthy,  William  Alfred 
Martindale,  William  Harrison 
Mason,  Hugh 
Miles,  Alfred 
Morgan,  Ernest  Harper 
Moses,  Walter  Williams 
Parry,  William  Henry 
Parsons,  Harold  James 
Paterson,  Ernest  Livingstone 
Pearmund,  George  Edgar 
Pick,  Frank  Phillips 
Plowright,  Alfred 
Potter,  William 
Pring,  William  Wallace 
Pyman,  Harold 
Rayner,  Alfred 
Reeves,  Horace 
Rhead,  Alfred 
Richards,  Evan  William 
Richardson,  Edwin 
Rushton,  Frank  Harvey 
Seaborne,  Lionel  Dunsford 
Smallwood,  Frederick  William 
Swinn,  Charles  Gosling 
Taylor,  William 
Thomas,  Isaac  Evan 
Todd,  Arthur  Higgs 
Town,  George  Ernest 
Trebilco,  Arthur  James 
Turner,  George 
Waddingham,  George  Albert 
Whitehead,  Thomas 
Whitworth,  Frederick  William 
Williams,  John 
Wise,  Guy  William 
Wood,  William  Frost 
Wright,  Herbert  Henry 


EXAMINATIONS  AT  EDINBURGH. 
»The  quarterly  examinations,  in  accordance  with  the  Phar- 
•macy  Acts  of  1852  and  1868,  concluded  in  the  Society's 
house,  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  January  8. 

Major  Examination. 
Two  candidates  were  examined  ;  both  failed. 

Minor  Examination. 

One  hundred  and  forty-six  candidates  were  examined ; 
100  failed,  and  the  following  46  passed  : — 


Bastide,  Ernest,  Elland 
Bennet,  Fredk.  W.  M.,  North 

Berwick 
Bowman,  Edward,  Edinburgh 
Caine,  John  Cassar,  Liverpool 
Cockburn,  Bertram,  Hawick 
Cousins,  George  H.,  Edinburgh 
Cummings,  Robert,  Edinburgh 
Doig,  William,  Dundee 
Dutton,  Herbert  G.,  Edinburgh 
Erskine,  Edwin,  Edinburgh 
Fowden,  W.  J.  V.,  Altrincham 
France,  John  R.,  Huddersfield 
Freer,  Arthur  H.,  Manchester 
Gauld,  James,  Glasgow 
•Gorst,  William,  Edinburgh 
■Grassie,  William,  Aberdeen 
Halley,  Robert,  Aberdeen 
Hardie,  John  D.,  Edinburgh 
Henderson,  Alex.  K  ,  Glasgow 
Hepplewhite,  W.  G.  T.,  Morpe*h 
Hope,  William  John,  Stockport 
Hunter,  William  W.,  Edinburgh 
Killon,  Alfred  E.,  Manchester 


Latham,  William  Henry,  Wigan 
Lowe,  James  Tasker,  Wigan 
McCutcheon,  Alex.,  Edinburgh 
MacDonald,  Robert,  Glasgow 
Martin,  Frederick  John,  Belfast 
Oliver,  Joseph,  Edinburgh 
Park,  Henry  M.,  Tynemouth 
Robinson,  John  N.,  Redcar 
Scobie,  Lawrence,  Edinburgh 
Taylor,  John  Prentice,  Glasgow 
Thomson,  Peter,  Glasgow 
Thomson,  William,  Edinburgh 
Tipping,  Joseph,  Blackburn 
Wells,  Louis  John,  Shipley 
Welsh,  Thomas,  Edinburgh 
West,  Frederick  M.,  Manchester 
White,  Thos.  W.,  Musselburgh 
Wilson,  John  L.,  Cambuslang 
Wilson,  Edward  T.,  Newcastle 
Wooton,  Joseph  F.,  Newcastle 
Wright,  John,  Edinburgh 
Young,  Harold  S.,  Manchester 
Stewart,  Jeanie,  Dumbarton 


"  Yes,"  said  the  chemist's  wife,  "  my  daughter's  clever 
enough  ;  she's  taking  part  in  some  tabloids  next  week." 


"  FIRST  "  EXAMINATION. 

The  following  are  the  questions  given  on  Tuesday,  Janu- 
ary 11 : — 

LATIN. 

(Time  allowed — from  11  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m.) 
I.  For  all  Candidates.    Translate  into  Latin  : — - 

1.  My  brother  is  in  the  house. 

2.  These  things  render  life  safer. 

3.  We  do  not  praise  a  judge  by  whom  all  laws  are  violated. 

4.  I  cannot  call  myself  fortunate  on  this  account. 

5.  He  said  he  did  not  know  where  you  were  spending  the 
summer. 

II.  Translate  into  English  either  A  (Caesar)  or  B  (Virgil). 
(Candidates  must  not  attempt  botli  authors.) 

A.  — Caesar. 

1.  Quibus  rebus  cognitis,  quum  ad  has  suspiciones  certissimae 
res  accederent ;  quod  per  fines  Sequanorum  Helvetios  traduxisset ; 
quod  obsides  inter  eos  dandos  curasset ;  quod  ea  omnia  non 
modo  mjussu  suo  et  cn  itatis  sed  etiam  insciintibus  ipsis  fecisset ., 
quod  a  magistratu  Aeduorum  accusaretur,  satis  esse  causae 
arbitrabatur,  quare  in  eum  aut  ipse  animadverteret,  aut  civitatem 
animadvertere  juberet. 

2.  Dum  paueos  dies  ad  Vesontionem  rei  frumentariae  com- 
meatusque  causa  moratur,  ex  percontatione  nostrorum  voci- 
busque  Gallorum  ac  mercatorum,  qui  ingenti  magnitudine 
corporum  Germanos,  incredibili  virtute  atque  exercitatione  in 
armis  esse,  praedicabant,  saepenumero  sese  cum  his  congressos, 
ne  vultum  quidem  atque  aciem  oculorum  ferre  potuisse,  tantus 
subito  timor  omnem  exercitum  occupavit,  ut  non  mediocriter 
omnium  mentes  animosque  perturbaret. 

Grammatical  Questions. 
(For  those  only  who  take  Caesa.-.) 

1.  Give  the  nominative  singular  and  the  gender  of  suspiciones, 
fines,  obsides,  magistratu,  cum,  vocibus,  mercatorum,  virtute, 
mentes,  animos. 

2.  Give  the  principal  parts  of  all  the  verbs  in  Passage  2. 

3.  Write  in  Latin :— 11,  29,  76,  105,  19th,  28th,  i;  and  give 
th 9  Roman  numerals  for  1898. 

4.  Give  examples  of  the  different  ways  in  which  "  to,"  denoting 
purpose,  may  be  translated  into  Latin. 

B.  — Virgil. 

1.  Olli  subridens  hominum  sator  atque  Deorum 
Vultu,  quo  coelum  tempestatesque  serenat, 
Oscula  libavit,  natae ;  dehinc  talia  fatur : 
Parce  metu,  Cytherea  ;  manent  immota  tuorum 
Fata  tibi ;  cernes  urbeni  et  promissa  Lavini 
Moenia,  sublimemque,  feres  ad  sidera  coeli 
Magnammum  Aenean  ;  neque  me  sententia  vertit. 

2.  Turn  sic  reginam  alloquitur,  cunctisque  repente 
Iniprovisus  ait :  Coram,  quem  quaeritis,  adsum 
Troius  Aeneas,  Libycis  ereptus  ab  undis. 

O  sola  infandos  Trojae  miserata  labores, 
Quae  nos,  relliquias  Danaum,  terraeque  marisque 
Omnibus  exhaustos  jam  casibus,  omnium  egenos, 
Urbe,  domo,  socias  !  grates  persolvere  dignas 
Non  opis  est  nostrae,  Dido,  nec  quidquid  ubique  est 
Gentis  Dardaniae,  magnum  quae  sparsa  per  orbem. 
Di  tibi,  si  qua  pios  respectant  numina,  si  quid 
Usquam  justitia  est  et  mens  sibi  conscia  recti, 
Praemia  digna  ferant. 

Grammatical  Questions. 
(For  those  only  who  take  Virgil.) 

1.  Give  the  nominative  singular,  and  the  gender,  of  hominmn, 
Deorum,  metu,  sidera,  undis,  labores,  maris,  Gentis,  orbem, 
numina. 

2.  Give  the  principal  parts  of  all  the  verbs  in  Passage  2. 

3.  Write  in  Latin:  11,  29,  76,  105,  19th,  28th,  J;  and  give 
the  Roman  numerals  for  1898. 

4.  Give  examples  of  the  different  ways  in  which  "  to,"  denoting 
purpose,  may  be  translated  into  Latin. 

ARITHMETIC. 

(Time  allowed— from  12.30  p.m.  to  2  p.m.) 

(The  tvorking  of  these  questions,  as  well  as  the  answers,  must  be 
written  out  in  full.) 

1.  Divide  the  sum  of  30  ac.  2  ro.  17  per.,  17  ac.  3  ro.  38  per.,  and 
22  ac.  1  ro.  27  per.  4  yd.  by  3. 

2.  If  a  bankrupt's  debts  are  19207.,  and  his  assets  only  414Z 
how  much  in  the  pound  can  he  pay  his  creditors  ? 

3.  Reduce  '363  of  21.  Is.  Id.  to  the  decimal  of  '72  of  3?.  6s. 
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4.  Divide  the  product  of  2T825  and  '0046  by  0002425. 

5.  A  man  buys  500  quarters  of  wheat  at  56.s.  per  quarter,  of 
■which  he  sells  one- half  at  6s.  per  bushel.  At  what  rate  per  bushel 
anust  he  sell  the  remainder  so  as  to  gain  25/.  by  the  whole  tran- 
saction. 

6.  A  person  invests  1365/.  in  the  3  per  cents,  at  91  ;  he.  sells  out 
1000/.  Stock  when  they  have  risen  to  -93A,  and  the  remainder 
when  they  have  fallen  to  85.  How  much  does  he  gain  or  lose  by 
the  transaction. 

The  following  question  must  be  attempted  by  every  can- 
didate : — 

7.  Write  out  the  Metric  Table  of  Capacity. 

If  61  litres  of  seed  are  required  for  1  are  of  land,  how  much 
seed  will  be  required  for  2  hectares  2  ares  ? 

ENGLISH 
(Time  allowed — from  3  p.m.  to  4.30  P.M.) 

1.  Analyse : — 

"  On  Linden,  when  the  sun  was  low, 
All  bloodless  lay  the  untrodden  snow, 
And  dark  as  winter  was  the  flow 
Of  Iser,  rolling  rapidly." 

2.  Parse  fully : — "  Thrice  is  he  armed  that  hath  his  quarrel 
just." 

3.  Give  the  meanings  of  the  following  prefixes,  and  a  list  of 
words  of  which  they  form  a  part,  one  for  each  : — vice,  un,  hypo, 
•ante,  anti,  contra. 

4.  In  the  following  passage  supply  the  necessary  capital  letters 
•and  put  in  the  stops  and  the  inverted  commas  where  necessary  : — ■ 
this  time  he  believed  her  he  saw  that  whether  she  deceived  her- 
self or  not  she  thought  some  deadly  peri]  awaited  himself  what 
will  they  do  he  asked  and  why  should  they  seek  to  kill  me  she 
answered  almost  sullenly  i  have  told  you  a  score  of  times  and  so 
has  the  girl  muriella  that  you  are  hated  because  you  are  a 
stranger  a  meddler  as  folks  think  a  reformer  as  you  call  it  you 
would  never  believe  us  because  we  were  women. 

The  following  question  must  be  attempted  by  every  can- 
didate : — 

5.  Write  a  short  composition  on  one  of  the  following  subjects  : — 

(i.)  The  evils  of  extravagance, 
(ii.)  The  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
(hi.)  Arbitration  in  trade  disputes, 
(iv.)  The  treasures  of  the  deep. 


•  COMMENTS  BY  A  HEADMASTER. 

Latin. — This  paper  is  of  the  usual  type,  and  candidates 
who  have  had  a  fairly  good  preparation  should  have  no 
difficulty  in  getting  through.  The  sentences  are  easy,  al- 
though the  "  indirect  question "  involved  in  the  last  sen- 
tence will  very  likely  prove  a  source  of  error  to  not  a  few. 
The  selected  passages  are  again  well  chosen,  and  no  candi- 
date who  has  got  his  work  up  simply  from  a  "  Key  "  will  be 
able  to  conceal  his  method  of  study.  Our  old  familiar 
friend  crops  up  in  the  grammar  question — namely,  the  render- 
ing of  the  final  clause.  This  question  should  be  perfectly 
answered  by  most  of  the  candidates. 

Arithmetic. — Careful  working  is  all  that  is  required  for 
this  paper.  There  is  not  a  really  hard  question  in  the  lot. 
Question  4,  wc  suggest,  would  be  more  easily  worked  out  if 
set  down  thus  :  — 

2T825  x  -0046  _  21825  x  4"6  _  875  x  4-6 
•0002425"       ~  2425  97 

The  result  will  evidently  have  a  circulating  decimal  in  it. 

The  compulsory  example  is  ridiculously  easy.  For  the 
benefit  of  candidates,  we  give  the  answer  : — 12,322  litres. 

English. — Analysis :  very  easy.  The  sentences  set  for 
parsing-  have  appeared  before  ;  careful  students  should  have 
no  difficulty  with  the  "  parsing."  We  are  pleased  to  see 
such  a  diversity  of  subjects  proposed  for  the  essay. 

The  papers,  on  the  whole,  are  easy,  and  we  expect  a  large 
percentage  of  passes ;  failures  can  only  occur  among  pupils 
who  have  been  indifferently  prepared. 


IPersonaUttes. 


Mr.  Henry  Watters,  of  Ottawa,  has  been  elected 
President  of  the  Ontario  College  of  Pharmacy. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Collinwood,  Raleigh  Road,  Hornsey,  described 
as  a  druggist,  was  one  of  the  injured  passengers  in  the  Scotch 
express  smash  on  January  3.  Mr.  Collinwood  was  cut  about 
the  hand  and  face,  but  revived  sufficiently  to  be  able  to  pro- 
ceed to  Edinburgh  by  the  relief  train. 

Mr.  Ernest  Hart's  successor  as  editor  of  the  British 
Medical  Journal  is  referred  to  in  the  Medical  Press.  Naturally 
enough,  says  the  MP.,  the  name  of  the  assistant  editor,  Dr. 
Dawson  Williams,  is  mentioned,  but  he  is  not  the  only 
candidate  in  the  field,  and  it  is  rumoured  that  Dr.  Robert 
Saundby  of  Birmingham  would  not  be  disinclined  to  take 
up  his  residence  in  town  were  the  post  offered  to  him.  The 
remuneration  is  500/.  per  annum,  with  liberty  to  draw 
payment  for  articles  up  to  a  specified  amount,  in  Mr.  Hart's 
case  to,  we  believe,  1,000Z. 


Buainese  Cbanoes. 


The  business  of  Mr.  E.  G.  Portlock,  Wotton-under-Edge, 
has  been  taken  over  by  his  son,  Mr.  Frank  Portlock. 

Mr.  W.  E.  Hailstone  has  sold  his  business  at  55  High 
Street,  Colliers  Wood,  S.W.,  to  Mr.  Lonnon,  of  Fulham  Road, 
S.W.    Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co.  effected  the  sale. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Green  has  disposed  of  his  business  at  45  High 
Street,  Old  Brompton,  Kent,  to  Mr.  A.  E.  Farrow,  late  of 
Walthamstow.  Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co.  conducted  the  transfer. 

Liebig's  Extract  op  Meat  Company  (Limited)  have 
removed  their  advertising  and  packing  warehouses  to  two  of 
the  five  new  buildings  in  Rangoon  Street,  Fenchurch  Street. 

Mr.  A.  Lander  has  purchased,  through  the  agency  of 
Messrs.  Berdoe  &  Co.,  the  business  lately  carried  on  by  Mr 
Chas.  Griffith,  at  The  Medical  Hall,  High  Street,  Canterbury. 

Messrs.  S.  Myer  &  Co.,  have  purchased  the  business  of 
Messrs.  Cooper  &  Co.,  2  New  North  Road,  London,  N.,  and 
will  continue  the  manufacture  of  Cooper's  concentrated 
liquors. 

Mr.  George  Lee  has  purchased  the  business  carried  on  by 
Mr.  Edward  Pratt  for  a  period  o'  thirty  years  at  the  High 
Cross  Pharmacy,  Barnstaple.  Mr.  Lee  has  been  for  ten 
years  assistant  to  Mr.  Pratt. 

Mr.  Geo.  Fischer  and  Mr.  Frank  Flood,  of  Leamington, 
Spa,  have  entered  into  partnership  and  purchased  the  business 
of  Mr.  Lamplough,  at  35  Bath  Street,  which  they  intend 
carrying  on  with  the  business  already  owned  by  Mr.  Fischer, 
at  23  High  Street. 


Graoe^flDarka  applied  for. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal"  Wednesday,  January  5.) 
"  Mepos  "  ;  a  poultry  tonic  or  stimulant.  By  W.  Bibby,  Markland 

Hill,  Heaton,  Bolton,  poultry-breeder.  209,040. 
"Pilisa"  ;  a  medicine  for  the  cure  of  blood-poisoning  and  similar 

blood-diseases.     By  Albert  Moore,  c,'o  E.  H.  Kempson,  Esq., 

71  Newhall  Street,  Birmingham.  208,309. 
"  Mephistoline  "  ;   an   ointment   for  human  use.     By  R.  J 

Parkes,   Church    Street,    Southport,    medical  electrician 

208,450. 

Device  representing  man  taking  off  his  hat  to  a  bottle  labelled 
"  Wainfleet's  Lung-healer."  Applicant  disclaims  the  use  of 
added  matter,  and  claims  the  device  and  his  own  name. 
By  W.  Wainfleet,  95  St.  James's  Street,  Liverpool,  and  of 
Borden,  School  Road,  Brewood,  Staffs,  chemist  and  patent- 
medicine  proprietor.  208,937. 

Facsimile  signature  of  applicant  ;  for  smelling-salts.  By  F. 
Matthews,  12a  Park  Lane,W.,  bone-setter.  209,120. 

"  Ebasmic  '.' ;  for  chemical  substances  prepared  for  use  in 
medicine  and  pharmacy.  By  J.  Crosfield  it  Sons  (Limited), 
Bank  Quay,  Warrington,  soap-manufacturers.  209,869. 

Label  with  device  and  wording,  "Lilas  de  France,"  and  name. 
The  device  and  signature  are  claimed  as  the  essential 
particulars.  By  Ed.  Pinaud,  c'o  Irvine  &  Borrowman,  8  Hart 
Street,  Mark  Lane,  London,  perfumer.  206,030. 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of  3reIano. 


Council  Meeting. 

THE  January  Council  meeting  was  held  on  January  3,  at 
the  Society's  House,  67  Lower  Mount  Street,  Dublin. 
Present : — Mr.  R.  J.  Downes  (President),  Mr.  Beggs  (Vice- 
President),  Mr.  Grindley  (Treasurer),  and  Messrs.  Baxter, 
Bernard,  Burns,  Conyngham,  Hayes,  Kelly,  McKnight, 
Merrin,  O'Sullivan,  Porter,  Simpson,  Tichborne,  Walsh,  and 
Wells. 

The  President  said  he  had  much  pleasure  in  welcoming 
Mr.  Burns,  of  Ballinamore,  co.  Leitiim,  their  newly  co-opted 
member. 

Sm  Geoege  Duffet  on  the  Examinations. 

The  Registrar  read  the  following  report  of  Sir  George 
Duffey,  M.D.,  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  on  the  Preliminary 
and  Licence  examinations  of  the  Society  held  during  1897  : — 

Preliminary  Exa  minaiion. 

The  number  of  candidates  who  presented  themselves  for  the 
Preliminary  examinations  in  1897  was  the  largest  there  has  been 
since  the  visitation  of  its  examinations  was  instituted  in  1886, 
and  I  believe  since  the  incorporation  of  the  Society  in  1875  ; 
104  candidates  were  examined ;  56  (53'8  per  cent.)  passed,  and 
48  (46T  per  cent.)  were  rejected.  These  percentages  correspond 
almost  exactly  with  those  lor  the  year  1896.  The  figures  for  that 
year  were: — Passed,  53'7  per  cent.;  rejected,  46'3  per  cent.  As  in 
each  of  the  two  preceding  years  2  candidates  were  women  ;  1  of 
them  passed.  Of  the  48  candidates  who  did  not  pass,  32  obtained 
less  than  40  per  cent,  on  the  entire  course,  and  the  majority  of 
these  failed  also  in  two  or  more  of  the  subjects  of  the  examina- 
tion. Of  the  remaining  16,  2  failed  in  English,  3  in  English  and 
Latin,  1  in  English,  Latin,  and  French ;  1  failed  in  arithmetic 
alone,  1  in  arithmetic  and  weights  and  measures,  and  1  in  arith- 
metic and  geometry  ;  in  weights  and  measures  2  failed,  and  1  in 
weights  and  measures  and  Latin  ;  1  failed  in  Latin  only,  and  1  in 
Latin  and  French  (optional  subject) ;  2  candidates  were  rejected 
in  French.  Weights  and  measures  was  the  subject  in  which  the 
largest  number  of  candidates — viz.,  27 — failed  to  obtain  the  50  per 
cent,  required  for  a  pass-mark.  English,  in  which  there  were 
24  failures,  came  next;  and  22  failures  were  accountable  to  arith- 
metic and  to  Latin  respectively.  There  were  18  failures  in  op- 
tional subjects,  12  of  which  were  in  French  and  6  in  chemistry;  in 
geometry  there  were  12,  and  in  algebra  9  failures.  Twenty-two  of 
the  total  number  of  candidates  presented  themselves  for  examina- 
tion a  second  time,  and  nine  of  these  were  again  unsuccessful. 
Three  candidates  were  examined  for  the  third  time  and  passed. 
One  candidate  was  re-examined  for  the  fourth  time  and  was  again 
rejected.  Elementary  botany  was  taken  as  an  optional  subject 
by  six  candidates  only,  and  elementary  physics  and  mechanics  by 
one  candidate.  In  my  last  report  I  called  attention  to  the  ignorance 
of  French  displayed  by  the  majority  of  the  candidates  who  took 
that  language  as  their  optional  subject.  There  was  no  improve- 
ment shown  in  this  respect  during  the  present  year.  Forty-three 
candidates  (4L3  per  cent.)  were  examined  in  French  ;  12  failed  to 
obtain  the  very  low  mark — 20  per  cent. — required  for  a  pass.  Of 
the  remainder  one-third  were  conceded  the  bare  pass-mark. 
Their  ignorance  of  French,  if  ever  called  upon  to  dispense  a  pre- 
scription written  in  that  language,  might  give  rise  to  untoward, 
possibly  disastrous,  consequences.  From  listening  to  the  exami- 
nation in  French  of  some  of  the  candidates,  it  would  seem  as  if, 
indeed,  they  thought  it  quite  "  optional  "  to  possess  any  knowledge 
of  it.  Many  did  not  know  the  meaning  of  the  simplest  words  ; 
and  the  pronunciation,  as  a  rule,  was  atrocious.  One  candidate's 
statement  that  he  had  been  learning  French  for  "  a  couple  of 
months,"  and  that  "  he  had  not  time  to  get  up  any  other  optional 
subject,"  may  be  taken  as  indicative  of  the  importance  with  which 
some  appeared  to  view  the  subject.  In  my  opinion  the  standard 
of  answering  that  is  required  from  a  candidate  to  pass  in  the 
optional  subjects,  as  well  as  in  Latin,  algebra,  and  geometry,  which 
are  compulsory  subjects,  is  much  too  low.  It  tends  to  induce 
candidates  to  endeavour  to  scrape  through  with  a  most  superficial 
acquaintance  with  the  subject,  and  is  prejudicial  to  the  character 
of  the  examination  as  well  as  to  honest  education  and  study. 
When  the.  maximum  mark  for  a  subject  is  only  ten,  there  are  few 
examiners,  perhaps,  who  will  not  give  a  candidate  two  for  even 
very  inferior  answering.  Similar  remarks  apply  equally  to  Latin, 
a  subject  in  which  profound  ignorance,  as  mentioned  in  former 
reports,  is  constantly  exhibited,  and  in  which  the  pass  standard — 
20  per  cent. — is  also,  in  my  opinion,  much  too  low.  Owing  possibly 
to  the  manner  in  which  the  marks  are  arranged  for  the  examiner 
on  Lis  marking-sheet — viz.,  ten  for  translation  and  ten  for  pars- 
ing.— a  candidate  may  be  so  ignorant  of  this  language  that 
although  he  cannot  parse  a  few  simple  words  in  it — as  evidenced 


by  the  examiner  marking  him  a  cipher — yet  because  he  gets  four 
marks  (that  is,  20  per  cent,  in  the  subject)  for  struggling  through 
a  piece  of  easy  translation,  he  is  passed.  Two  such  cases  occurred 
in  the  January  Preliminary  examination.  At  the  same  examina- 
tion (at  which  I  was  present)  another  candidate  was  passed  who 
got  4  for  Latin  translation  and  1  for  parsing ;  and  three  other 
candidates  each  with  3  for  translation  and  1  for  parsing. 
At  the  April  and  at  the  October  examination  a  candidate 
who  was  in  each  case  awarded  0  for  Latin  parsing  was  passed, 
the  marks  for  translation  being  5  and  6  respectively. 
Another  successful  candidate's  marks  were — translation,  3,  pars- 
ing, 1.  When  the  Preliminary  examination  in  Latin  can  be 
passed  on  such  marks  the  ignorance  of  the  language  exhibited  by 
many  of  the  candidates  in  attempting  to  read  and  translate  pre- 
scriptions at  their  subsequent  examinations  for  the  Licence  is  not 
to  be  wondered  at.  The  system  of  marking,  therefore,  at  this  ex- 
amination seems  to  me  to  require  revision.  This  is  particularly 
necessary  now  that  elementary  chemistry  has,  in  accordance  with 
the  recommendation  in  my  last  report,  been  made  a  compulsory 
subject.  The  50  per  cent,  standard  in  English,  in  arithmetic,, 
and  in  weights  and  measures,  and  the  40  per  cent,  on  the  entire 
course,  to  entitle  a  candidate  to  pass,  should,  I  think,  remain, 
unchanged.  But  the  percentage  in  each  of  the  other  subjects 
should  be  higher  than  at  present.  If  the  maximum  marks  in  all 
the  subjects  were  raised  it  would  perhaps  enable  the  examiners  to 
gauge  the  value  of  the  answering  with  greater  precision ;  and  the 
total  marks  in  Latin  and  in  English  respectively  should  not  be 
arbitrarily  decided  as  they  now  are.  As  there  will  be,  next  year,, 
an  extra  compulsory  subject  (chemistry),  and  as  there  appears  to 
be — notwithstanding  a  suggestion  in  my  report,  which  I  under- 
stand the  examiners  approve — a  desire  to  retain  Euclid  (geometry) 
as  a  compulsory  subject,  the  Council  of  the  Society  might  perhaps 
consider  the  advisableness  of  combining  the  two  subjects,  algebra, 
and  geometry.  Instead  of  there  being  two  separate  printed 
examination-papers  as  at  present,  with  four  or  five  questions  on 
each,  there  would  be  then  but  one  paper  with,  say,  three  questions 
on  each  of  the  two  subjects.  Time  would  thus  be  given  for  the 
extra  subject,  and  the  efficiency  of  the  examination  in  its  most 
important  subjects  would  not  be  diminished. 

The  Licence  Examination. 

Mr.  Thomas  W.  Robinson,  M.P.S.I.,  having  completed  a  period 
of  five  years  as  examiner  in  pharmacy,  was  succeeded  by  Mr.  M. 
R.  Whitla,  M.P.S.I.,  who  came  into  office  at  the  October  exami- 
nation. Sixty-two  candidates  were  examined  during  the  year. 
This  number  is  slightly  below  that  in  each  of  the  preceding  years 
— viz.,  65  in  1896,  and  68  in  1895.  More  than  one-half  of  the- 
candidates — 32  altogether — had  been  rejected  at  former  examina- 
tions for  the  Licence — 18  once,  6  twice,  4  three  times,  2  four 
times,  1  five  times,  and  1  six  times  previously ;  both  the  latter- 
candidates  were  again  rejected.  I  think  there  should  be  a  limit 
to  the  number  of  times  a  candidate  is  permitted  to  go  up  for 
examination.  Of  the  62  candidates,  25  (40'3  per  cent.)  passed., 
and  37  (59'6  per  cent.)  were  rejected.  These  jiiereentages  are  the 
most  unfavourable  that  there  have  been  since  the  year  1886. 
Last  year  (1896)  49'2  per  cent,  of  the  candidates  were  successful, 
and  in  1893  53'7  per  cent.  Chemistry  in  former  years  was  the- 
subject  in  which  the  largest  number  of  failures  occurred.  This 
year  it  was  pharmacy.  It  was  accountable  for  28  rejections 
(45'1  per  cent.)  as  against  23  per  cent,  last  year.  In  eight, 
instances  it  was  the  only  subject  (exclusive  of  the  grand  total) 
in  which  the  candidates  failed.  Nineteen  of  the  rejections 
in  it  were  in  the  written  part,  13  in  prescription-reading  and 
the  B.P.,  and  11  in  compounding.  The  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  commonest  rules  of  Latin  grammar  shown  by  many  of  the 
candidates  in  prescription-reading  testifies  to  the  necessity  of 
attention  being  drawn  to  the  Preliminary  examination  in  this, 
language,  as  referred  to  in  the  first  part  of  this  report.  Chemistry 
caused  rejection  in  26  cases — 42  per  cent.,  as  against  46T 
per  cent,  in  1896.  Twelve  candidates  failed  to  obtain  the 
minimum  standard  in  the  theoretical,  and  4  in  the  practical  part 
of  this  division  of  the  examination,  while  10  failed  in  both  these 
parts.  One  candidate  examined  for  the  third  time,  whose  mark  in 
theoretical  chemistry  was  9 — the  maximum  mark  being  50  and 
the  minimum  20 — but  whose  other  marks  all  round  were  good,  was- 
allowed  the  examination.  The  answering  in  botany  has  improved, 
and  a  more  practical  knowledge  of  the  subject  was  generally  shown 
than  has  hitherto  been  the  case.  Of  the  13  rejections  in  botany 
and  materia  medica  2  were  in  both  subjects,  6  in  botany  only., 
and  5  in  materia  medica  only.  All  the  candidates,  however,  who 
failed  in  this  group  failed  in  one  or  both  of  the  other  divisions — 
chemistry  and  pharmacy — also.  The  minimum  passing-mark  in 
pharmacy  is  45  per  cent.,  in  chemistry  40  per  cent.,  and  in 
botany  and  materia  medica  combined  40  per  cent.  The  candidate 
must  also  make  a  grand  total  of  at  least  165  marks — 55  per  cent. 
— in  order  to  pass.  With  the  laudable  view  of  encouraging  a  high 
standard  of  answering  in  all  the  subjects,  the  Council  of  the 
Society  have  offered  a  gold  medal  to  the  candidate  who  obtains 
the  highest  marks  during  the  year  at  a  Licence  examination,  if 
they  reach  a  grand  total  of  80  per  cent.,  and  a  silver  medal  if  they 
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reach  between  76'6  per  cent,  and  80  per  cent.  Pour  candidates 
during  the  year  obtained  the  requisite  percentage  for  a  silver 
medal,  and  it  was  awarded  to  Mr.  George  A.  Scott,  who  obtained 
79  per  cent.  For  the  first  time  since  the  incorporation  of  the 
Society  a  woman  passed  the  examination  for  the  Licence  this 
year,  and  became  the  first  registered  female  pharmaceutical 
chemist  in  Ireland.  The  business  is  one  which  in  many  ways 
would  seem  a  suitable  one  for  women,  and  it  is  remarkable  that  up 
to  the  present  so  few  have  endeavoured  to  qualify  themselves  for  it. 
I  have,  &C, 

George  M.  Dufeey,  Visitor. 

Mr.  Wells  :  The  Council  have  already  been  considering 
the  points  to  which  Sir  George  Duffey  has  referred.  I  move 
that  his  report  be  refened  to  the  School  Committee,  from 
whom  we  are  to  have  a  report. 

Mr.  Grindley  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Silver  Medallist. 

A  report  from  the  School  Committee  recommended  that 
the  name  of  Mr.  George  Scott,  to  whom  a  silver  medal  has 
been  awarded  for  distinguished  answering  at  the  Licence 
examination,  should  be  inserted  in  the  calendar.  The  report- 
also  contained  a  number  of  recommendations  with  reference 
to  the  conduct  of,  and  marking  at  the  examinations. 

New  Examination  Regulations. 

The  President,  dealing  with  these  recommendations, 
moved  that  the  following  be  added  to  the  regulations  re- 
specting the  Licence  examination  : — 

A  candidate  wdio  has  entered,  and  fails  to  present  himself  at  the 
-examination  for  which  he  has  entered,  shall  forfeit  half  the  exam- 
iners' fees. 

The  Vice-President  seconded  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wells  remarked  that  at  the  last  Licence  examination 
four  of  those  who  had  entered  did  not  turn  up,  and  at  the 
examination  which  preceded  it  five  who  had  entered  did  not 
"turn  up.  This  was  unfair  to  the  examiners,  who  had  to  pre- 
pare specimens  and  prescriptions  as  well  as  examination- 
papers. 

Professor  Tichborne  :  Do  you  propose  that  the  half  of 
the  forfeited  fee,  15s.  9d.,  should  go  to  the  examiners? 
Mr.  Conyngham  :  Yes. 

Professor  Tichborne  said  that  in  cases  of  the  kind, 
other  licensing  bodies  closed  on  all  the  forfeited  money. 
He  was  inclined  to  propose  that  the  candidate  who  did  not 
turn  up  should  forfeit  his  full  fee. 

Mr.  Bernard  :  This  resolution  does  not  cover  the 
Registered  Druggists'  examinations.  Why  not  include 
them  1 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Baxter,  the  resolution  was  amended 
■so  as  to  make  the  regulation  apply  to  all  the  Society's 
examinations,  and  to  provide  that  the  forfeited  half  fees 
should  be  handed  to  the  examiners. 

Mr.  Bernard  asked  did  not  the  amendment  applying  the 
regulation  to  all  the  examinations  require  notice  ? 

The  President  ruled  that  it  did  not. 

Mr.  Hayes:  If  it  be  right  for  one  it  is  right  for  all. 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  passed  nem.  con. 

The  President  moved  that  Regulation  7  relating  to  the 
Licence  examination  be  amended  so  as  to  provide  that  the 
minimum  percentage  in  pharmacy  shall  be  50  instead  of  45. 

Mr.  Wells  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  unanimously 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Kelly  moved — 

That  the  marking  in  the  subdivisions  of  the  Pharmacy  exami- 
nation for  the  Licence  be  as  follows  : — Compounding,  40 ;  phar- 
macy paper,  20  ;  prescription-reading,  20  ;  and  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, 20. 

Mr.  D.  Sullivan  seconded  the  motion,  which  was  agreed  to. 
The  President  moved — 

(1)  That  the  Preliminary  examination  be  divided  so  as  to 
i  occupy  two  days.  (2)  That  the  regulation  as  to  marking  be  altered 
so  as  to  read  as  follows : — In  each  of  the  following  subjects,  and  their 
subdivisions,  a  candidate  must  obtain  50  per  cent. — viz.,  English, 
Latin,  chemistry,  arithmetic,  and  the  British  and  metrical  systems 
of  weights  and  measures — in  each  of  the  other  subjects  20  per 
cent.,  and  on  the  entire  course  60  per  cent.,  to  enable  him  to  pass. 
In  awarding  marks,  spelling  and  the  quality  of  the  handwriting 
shall  be  taken  into  account.     The  marking  in  the  subdivisions 


shall  be  as  follows  : — Latin  translation,  10  ;  parsing,  10  ;  English 
composition  and  grammar,  10 ;  dictation,  10 ;  arithmetic,  10 ; 
weights  and  measures,  5  ;  algebra,  10  ['geometry,  10  ;  chemistry,  15  ; 
optional  subject,  10.  In  subdividing  the  subjects  for  examination 
the  examiner  shall  maintain  in  each  subdivision  the  minimum 
percentage  adopted  by  the  Council  for  the  subject  of  which  it  is 
a  subdivision. 

Mr.  Hayes  thought  60  per  cent,  on  the  entire  course  would 
be  too  high.  It  was  considerably  less  in  Trinity  College  and 
under  the  General  Medical  Council  regulations. 

Mr.  Conyngham  thought  there  were  too  many  subjects  in 
the  Preliminary  examination.  If  it  were  kept  so  they  would 
have  very  few  well-educated  candidates. 

The  Vice-President  :  But  a  young  lad  coming  from  school 
now  ought  to  know  algebra,  Euclid,  French,  and  a  smattering 
of  Latin. 

Mr.  Conyngham  :  Bat  that  is  one  of  the  things  I 
object  to.  I  think  there  should  be  a  sound  knowledge  of 
Latin. 

Mr.  Wells:  Our  Preliminary  examination  is  almost 
identical  with  the  Medical,  except  that  we  have  elementary 
chemistry  in  addition. 

The  President  said  he  wrote  to  the  two  examiners  on 
the  subject  of  these  proposed  changes.  Mr.  Sparkhall  Brown, 
in  reply,  said  the  proposed  new  scale  of  marking  did  not 
involve  any  serious  departure  from  the  past,  and  would  get 
over  the  difficulty  created  by  the  introduction  of  a  new  com- 
pulsory subject,  but  he  thought  the  raising  of  the  "pass  " 
standard  to  60  marks  would  represent  an  enormous  change. 
The  necessity  for  having  a  two-day  examination  would  be 
obviated  by  uniting  Euclid  and  algebra  so  as  to  make  one 
subject.  Dr.  Tweedy  said  the  proposed  changes  did  not  seem 
likely  to  raise  the  character  of  the  examination  regarded  as 
a  whole.  It  was  wise  to  make  chemistry  a  compulsory 
subject ;  but  the  extension  of  the  examination  over  two  days 
seemed  to  him  to  be  a  proposal  which  would  seriously  incon- 
venience the  examiners  and  the  candidates  without  any 
compensating  advantage.  The  candidates  who  came  from 
a  distance  would  have  to  remain  a  night  in  Dublin.  The 
reduction  of  the  number  of  marks  awarded  for  weights  and 
measures  would  be  a  retrograde  step.  He  (Dr.  Tweedy)  had 
always  regarded  the  Society's  Preliminary  examination  as 
one  of  the  best,  if  not  the  very  best,  of  its  class ;  and  even  a 
higher  standard  could  be  obtained  by  making  geometry  an 
optional  subject  whilst  giving  to  chemistry  the  prominent 
place  which  it  undoubtedly  deserved  by  making  it  a  com- 
pulsory subject. 

Mr.  Wells  said  there  was  no  doubt  that  as  regarded  Latin 
the  candidates  could  make  up  the  translation  and  yet  know 
nothing  of  the  parsing.  He  was  in  favour  of  two  days  for 
the  examination.  Under  the  one-clay  system  the  long  hours 
and  the  number  of  subjects  were  so  fagging  to  the  candidate 
that  at  the  end  of  the  day  he  could  not  do  himself  justice. 

After  some  further  discussion  it  was  decided  on  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Wells,  seconded  by  Mr.  Conyngham,  to  hold  over 
the  consideration  of  the  matter  dealt  with  by  the  last  motion 
of  the  President  until  the  next  meeting  of  the  Council. 

The  remainder  of  the  report  of  the  School  Committee  was 
adopted. 

New  Members. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Grindley,  the  following  gentlemen  were  elected  members 
of  the  Society : — Messrs.  W.  J.  Dunwoody,  Monaghan  ;  W. 
Gray,  Belfast;  J.  Rooke,  Carlow;  and  C.  S.  Tynan,  Carlow. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President,  the  following  were 
nominated  for  membership: — Messrs.  J.  J.  McHugh,  Athy ; 
and  G.  A.  Paterson,  Passage  West. 

Other  business  having  been  disposed  of, 

The  Council  adjourned. 


HAD  Him. — "Well,  Dick,  the  drug-business  seems  to  agree 
with  you  ;  you  are  getting  as  fat  as  a  porpoise.  By  the  way. 
what  did  you  weigh  last?"  "  I  can't  quite  remember,  but  I 
think  it  was  a  couple  of  ounces  of  Epsom  salts." 

First  Tramp  :  "  I  hear  derc's  a  new  drug  what  kin  be  put 
in  a  cup  of  coffee  an'  it'll  take  away  yer  desire  fer  liquor 
widout  yer  knosvin'  it."  Second  Tramp:  "Great  hevings  ! 
Some  of  dem  wimen  temperance  cranks'll  be  tryin'  datgame 
on  us !  " 
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Gbc  British  pharmacopoeia,  1898. 

We  comment  upon  part  of  the  chemistry  of  the  work,  and  the  Editor  and  Secretary 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  protest. 


ALTHOUGH  in  oar  last  issue  we  were  explicit  in  regardjto 
the  fact  that  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  is  not  yet  pub- 
lished, we  have  had  some  inquiry  as  to  where  it  is  obtainable, 
or  where  did  we  get  it.  To  these  inquiries  we  can  only  reply 
that  as  far  as  we  are  aware  the  work  has  not  yet  gone  to 
press.  Complete  copies,  minus  the  preface  and  index,  were 
presented  to  the  members  of  the  General  Medical  Council  at 
the  last  meeting,  but  since  then,  we  believe  we  are  correct  in 
saying,  experts  have  been  and  are  now  engaged  upon  the 
final  revision  of  the  proofs.  It  is  right  for  our  own  sakes 
that  this  should  be  made  quite  clear,  because  in  some 
instances  factors  which  we  quote  in  illustration  of  novel 
principles  may  not  be  exactly  the  same  as  those  finally 
adopted.  There  is  an  instance  of  this  in  the  alcohol  table  on 
page  47,  which,  a  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Committee 
informs  us,  does  not  represent  correctly  the  menstrua  which 
have  been  adopted. 

Resuming  our  review  of  the  work  we  may  call  attention  to 
some  points  in 

The  Chemistry  op  the  B.P. 

which  will  distinguish  the  new  edition  from  the  last. 
Processes  of  preparation  are,  with  few  exceptions,  discarded, 
a  brief  paragraph  sufficing  to  show  the  origin  of  each 
chemical  substance.  The  nature  of  these  paragraphs  is 
generally  similar  to  that  for  Arsenii  Iodidum  in  the  present 
Pharmacopoeia,  Recipes  of  the  Zinci  Chloridum  type  are 
discarded.  This  change  is  not  quite  new,  because  the 
chemicals  introduced  into  the  1885  edition  were  described  in 
the  brief  manner,  and  the  recipes  were  retained  for  no  other 
reason,  apparently,  than  respect  for  the  old.  Sentiment  now 
gives  way  to  uniformity,  and  the  fact  is  at  last  completely 
lecognised  that  the  pharmacist  is  not  a  chemical  manufac- 
turer, and  that  those  who  do  make  medicinal  chemicals  do 
not  go  to  Pharmacopoeias  for  their  processes,  but  for  the 
characters  and  tests  to  which  the  products  should  conform. 
All  strictly  chemical  processes  are  not,  however,  abandoned. 
For  example,  we  have  the  recipe  for  Spiritus  iEtheris  Nitrosi, 
without  much  alteration  except  that  a  portion  of  alcohol  is 
placed  in  the  distillate- receiver,  with  the  result  that  a  better 
and  stronger  preparation,  or  rather  more  of  it  is  obtained. 

Themostimportantalteration  in  the  chemistry  of  the  work 
is  the  relegation  of  all  general  tests  to  the  appendix :  t  he  present 
method  is,  as  it  were,  reversed  ;  so  that  instead  of  detailing 
under  "  characters  and  tests  "  the  reactions  for  identity  and 
purity,  the  monographs  state  that  the  substances  should  give 
the  tests  for  the  bases  and  acids  of  which  they  are  composed, 
and  should  not  respond  tothe  tests  for  other  bases,  acids,  &c, 
with  which  they  are  liable  to  be  contaminated.  It  follows 
that  the  appendix  to  the  woik  has  become  much  more 
interesting.  Hitherto  it  has  given  formulfe  for  reagents; 
now  it  will  tell  what  these  reagents  are  used  for,  and  how  they 
should  be  applied. 

A  possible  danger  of  expert  consultants  in  Pharma- 
copoeia-revision is  over-elaboration  of  the  monographs. 
Sir  Richard  Quain  emphasised  this  in  an  address  totheGeneral 
Medical  Council  three  years  ago,  and  practically  attributed 
the  failure  of  the  first  Pharmacopoeia  to  its  compilers  being 
experts.  We  are  pleased  to  note  that  this  is  a  charge  which 
is  not  likely  to  be  brought  against  the  British  Pharmacopoeia 


of  1898 — in  fact,  we  have  been  surprised  at  the  comparative- 
simplicity  of  most  of  the  chemical  monographs.  They  show 
no  attempt  at  elaboration,  while  giving  explicit  directions 
for  crucial  as  well  as  simple  tests.  The  extension  of  testing 
to  essential  oils  must  have  involved  a  tremendous  amount;, 
of  labour  which  is  not  reflected  by  the  Pharmacopoeia  mono- 
graphs, as  they  show  the  qualities  above  referred  to.  W& 
give  a  few  abstracts  of  proposed  characters  anol  tests,  and 
compare  them  with  those  now  in  force. 


Aconitine,  old. 


Aconitine,  new. 


An  amorphous  solid.      Melts  j  Crystalline.         Melting-point  , 
when  heated.    Burns  with  I     372'2°  F.  (188°  C. 
smoky  flame.    No  residue. 


Soluble  in  150  parts  of  cold  and 
50  parts  of  hot  water.  Much 
more  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether, 
and  chloroform. 

Precipitated  from  solutions  of 
its  salts  by  the  caustic  al- 
kalies, but  not  by  ammonium 
carbonate  or  sodium  and  po- 
tassium bicarbonate. 

Rubbed  on  the  skin  causes 
tingling  sensation. 


Soluble  in  alcohol  and  chloro- 
form, not  readily  soluble  in 
ether,  and  nearly  insoluble  ira 
water  and  petroleum  ether. 

Dilute  solution  in  weak  acetic 
acid  deposits  a  red  crystalline- 
powder  on  addition  of  a  few 
drops  of  potassium-perman- 
ganate solution. 

Solutions  produce  tingling  ors 
the  tongue. 


This  is  a  good  example  of  the  radical  changes  which  have- 
been  carried  out,  but  there  are  not  many  like  it  in  the  book ; 
and  happily  so,  for  it  represents  what  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  has  got  for  the  money  which  it 
spent  on  its  research  laboratory.  The  second  column  is  well 
worth  looking  at.  It  has  cost  the  Society  at  least  51.  per 
letter,  and  that  is  not  reckoning  the  house-room  that  the 
research  workers  had  while  they  were  helpiDg  to  cast  the- 
letters.  Were  we  to  take  that  into  account  the  cost  of  the 
column  would  pass  comprehension,  and  we  should  be  tempted1 
to  look  upon  it  in  the  same  spirit  as  the  British  people  re- 
gard the  Waterloo  Place  monument  which  stands  as  a  record 
of  what  we  achieved  by  the  Crimean  war.  Apart  from  this- 
the  column  is  a  record  in  Pharmacopceia-revision.  Nc- 
previous  alteration  of  a  pharmacopoeial  standard  has  cost  so- 
much.    Never  again  shall  we  have  the  like. 

Let  us  take  another  alteration  which  comes  from  manufac- 
turers' research — amyl  nitrite  : — 


1885, 

Ethereal  yellow  liquid. 
Peculiar,     not  disagreeable 

odour. 
Sp.  gr.  0-880. 

Insoluble  in  water. 
Soluble  in  alcohol. 
Added  drop  by  drop  to  fused 
KHO,  valerianate  formed. 


Ethereal  yellow- 
Fragrant  odour. 


mid. 


Sp.  gr.  0-870. 
Slightly  acid 
Insoluble  in  water. 
Soluble  in  alcohol. 
Added  drop  by  drop  to  fused! 

KHO,  valerianate  formed. 
With  equal  volume  of  KHO" 
solution  only  a  pale  yellow 
colour  produced. 
A  little  in  a  test-tube  placed  in 
iced  water  should  remain 
transparent. 

The  last"  two  tests  are  for  aldehyde  (valeral)  and  water* 
The  changes  preceding  them  are  slight  but  significant  to 
manufacturers,  to  whom  it  allows  a  trace  of  impurity  not 
detrimental  to  the  therapeutic  action  of  the  drug,  and 
enabling  them  to  produce  the  article  at  a  moderate  price. 
In  regard  to  the  alkaloids  we  may  note  that  as  a  rule  the- 
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melting-points  of  the  salts  or  double  salts  are  given, 
especially  in  those  cases  where  such  factors  are  a  sure  test 
of  purity,  and,  necessarily,  the  method  of  determining 
melting-points  is  prescribed.  This  is  an  innovation, 
although  the  melting-points  of  such  things  as  carbolic  acid 
have  previously  been  given.  Several  alkaloids  and  alka- 
loidal  salts  have  been  introduced ;  for  example,  pure 
cocaine,  hyoscine  hydrobromate,  morphine  tartrate,  and 
physostigmine  sulphate. 

In  regard  to  testing  of  chemicals  as  a  whole,  our  impres- 
sion is  that  most  of  the  criticisms  of  the  past  dozen  years 
have  been  well  met,  and  while  the  charge  so  frequently 
made  against  B.P.  standards,  that  they  savour  too  much  of 
the  "  about,"  has  also  been  met  by  greater  precision,  the 
revisers  have  been  careful  to  provide  limits  of  variation; 
which  again  is  as  it  should  be.    Thus,  in  the  present  B.P.  we 
have  it  stated  under  Tr.  Opii :  "  Itcontains  .  .  .  about  3  3  grains 
of  morphine  in  one  fluid  ounce,  or  about  0  75  per  cent,  of 
morphine."    In  the  new  one  we  have  a  more  "precise  state- 
ment to  the  effect  that  100  c.c.  of  the  tincture  yields  not  less 
than  0  7  gramme  and  not  more  than  0  8  gramme  of  mor- 
phine, equal  to  328  grains  of  10-per-cent.  opium  in  one  fluid 
ounce.    Again,  in  the  case  of  tr.  cinchome,  we  are  told  that 
100  c.c.  yields  not  less  than  0  45  gramme  and  not  more  than 
0  55  gramme  of  alkaloids. 

Official  Statements. 
Since  the  foregoing  was  put  in  type  Dr.  John  Attfield, 
F.R.S.,  Editor  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  has  handed  to  us  the 
following  letter : — 

Sie, — Your  readers  have  been  misinformed  and  misled  by 
the  writer  of  the  contribution  headed  "The  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, 1898,"  which  appears  in  the  issue  of  The  Chemist 
and  Druggist  of  January  8,  1898. 

Almost  every  one  of  the  statements  in  the  article,  other 
than  those  which  are  historical,  conjectural,  or  founded  on 
already  published  official  utterances,  is  incorrect.  It  affords 
internal  evidence  of  two  facts — first,  that  its  author  has  un- 
warrantably used  a  few  old,  unrevised,  and  officially  unap- 
proved sectional  memoranda ;  secondly,  that  not  one  of  the 
gentlemen  engaged  in  the  compilation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
can  in  any  way  have  sanctioned  the  publication  of  this  so- 
called  review  of  the  forthcoming  volume. 

Yours  faithfully, 
The  Editor  of  the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Watford,  January  11. 

We  have  also  received  the  following  : — 

Sir, — As  Secretary  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  Committee  of  the 
General  Medical  Council,  I  am  instructed  to  forward  the 
enclosed  to  you  for  publication.  This  enclosure  has  also 
been  forwarded  to  the  various  medical  and  pharmaceutical 
journals.  Yours  faithfully, 

74  Harley  Street,  W.,  Nestor  Tiraed. 

January  11. 

"  With  reference  to  an  article  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  January  8,  purporting  to  publish  the  first 
part  of  a  critical  review  of  the  forthcoming  British 
Pharmacopoeia,  we  are  officially  informed  that  such  publica- 
tion is  entirely  unauthorised  by  the  General  Medical 
Council,  and  that  criticism  at  present  is  not  possible  because 
the  work  is  still  incomplete. 

"We  are  also|ofricially  informed  that  the  article  already 
published  contains  numerous  inaccuracies,  and  that  it  bears 
internal  evidence  of  having  been  based  upon  an  early 
unrevised  proof." 

We  need  hardly  say  that  the  publication  of  this  series  of 
articles  was  not  commenced  without  stringent  investigation 
on  our  part,  and  production  of  evidence  that  the  information 
was  directly  derived  from  proofs  of  the  Pharmacopoeia 
under  revision.  We  confess  that  we  hear  with  a  great 
deal  of  surprise  that  our  information  is  untrustworthy.  As 
stated  at  the  beginning  of  this  article,  we  do  not  claim 


that  our  information  is  derived  from  the  final  proofs.  None 
know  better  than  those  who  have  been  engaged  upon  the 
revision  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  the  extreme  secrecy  which  has 
been  observed  by  them  and  their  colleagues  in  regarol  to  the 
matter,  and  we  are  not  surprised  that  they  are  astonisheol  at 
our  ability  to  publish  what  was  considered  secret.  We 
cannot  reconcile  statements  that  have  been  made  to  us ; 
still  less,  however,  can  we  cjuestion  the  emphatic  assurance 
of  the  editor  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  ;  and,  moreover,  we  have 
much  sympathy  with  an  argument  which  has  been  submitted! 
to  us — that  criticism  of  factors  which  are  not  final  may 
reflect  not  honourably  upon  those  who  have  the  deciding  of 
such  factors ;  and  for  these  reasons  we  have  decided  to- 
abandon  the  publication  of  the  remainder  of  our  comments 
and  criticism  on  the  Pharmacoptcia  for  the  present. 


1Rot>elUe0. 

"BAND-DIVISION"  PLASTER. 

Me.  Buchner,  chemist,  149  Houndsditch,  EC,  is  the  agent 
for  a  new  kind  of  plaster  made  by  Dieterich.  It  is  called' 
"  Band-division  "  plaster,  and  is  spread  in  either  narrow  or 
broad  bands.    The  method  is  used  for  both  adhesive  and 


rubber  plasters.  It  is  intended  to  be  used  in  piace  of 
ordinary  porous  plasters,  the  material  upon  which  it  is  spread1 
being  sufficiently  porous  to  allow  any  discharge  to  pass 
through  the  strips  of  calico  between  the  strips  of  plaster. 
We  find  that  this  methool  of  spreading,  especially  in  the- 
narrowest  strips,  allows  the  plaster  to  be  admirably  adjusted 
to  parts  where  there  is  much  movement,  such  as  the 
side.  The  plasters  can,  of  course,  be  cut  or  torn  into- 
strips  if  needed,  the  line  in  this  case  being  a  convenient 
guide. 

vibrona  champagne. 

Messrs.  Fletcheb,  Fletchee  &  Co.,  of  Holloway  Road, 
N.,  whose  "Vibrona"  has  caught  on  so  well  with  the 
public,  have  just  introduced  a  champagne  containing  a 
definite  proportion  of  their  special  cinchona  extract.  This 
addition,  though  not  difficult  to  detect  by  chemical  means, 
is  scarcely  apparent  to  the  taste — a  circumstance  due,  we 
should  think,  to  the  carbonic-acid  gas  in  the  wine— and  this- 
suggests  that  the  Vibrona  champagne  will  be  an  admirable 
tonic  for  those  recovering  from  illness,  who  can  afford  to- 
drink  champagne,  and  object  to  bark.  The  wine  is  a  trifle 
dry,  but  has  good  bouquet,  is  sans  Sucre,  and  it  retails  at  36s. 
per  dozen  pints. 

"  PURO  "  MEAT-JUICE. 

Messes.  T.  Christy  &c  Co.,  25  Lime  Street,  E.C.,  have 
just  taken  up  the  agency  for  "  Puro  "  meat-juice.  It  is  a 
thicker  liquid  than  most  juices  of  the  same  class,  being  of 
the  consistence  of  syrup,  and  consequently  contains  a  larger- 
proportion  of  coagulable  albumen  bulk  for  bulk  (21  per 
cent.).  It  is  obtained  by  means  of  extreme  pressure  from 
beef  previously  freed  from  fat,  the  resulting  liquid  being 
then  sterilised.  On  mixing  some  with  water  we  find  it  gives 
a  deep  red  liquid  with  a  full  meat  flavour.  They  claim, 
in  addition  to  this  concentration,  that  it  is  cheaper  than 
any  other  meat-juice  on  the  market.  Itis  put  up  neatly,  and 
one  great  advantage  of  it  is  that  it  keeps  indefinitely,  even 
in  the  open  air. 
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COUNTY  COURT  CASES. 

"  Prompt  Cash." 

Me.  Registrar  Wild  had  to  decide  the  question  what  is 
"  prompt  cash,"  in  the  City  of  London  Court,  on  January  7. 
A  London  trader,  named  Sarna,  sought  to  recover  6s.  3d. 
from  a  Manchester  customer  named  Solomon.  Last  Sep- 
tember the  plaintiff  sold  the  defendant  two  parcels  of  goods. 
An  invoice  was  sent  containing  the  terms  on  which  he  did 
business,  which  were  5  per  cent,  for  prompt  cash.  On 
October  24,  some  weeks  after  the  goods  had  been  delivered, 
the  defendant  paid  the  plaintiff  a  cheque  for  51.  18s.,  the 
amount  of  the  account,  less  5  per  cent.,  which  was  the  6s.  3d. 
in  dispute.  The  plaintiff  declined  to  allow  the  discount, 
and  brought  this  action  to  have  the  point  settled.  His 
representative  contended  that  the  money  should  have  been 
paid  within  two  days  of  the  time  the  invoice  was  sent  in. 
Mr.  Registrar  Wild  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  parcels  in- 
voiced had  been  sent  sixteen  days  previously,  and  that  in 
the  account  he  was  offering  5  per  cent.  He  could  not,  there- 
fore, accept  the  two  days  as  the  interpretation  of  "prompt 
■cash."  He  (the  Registrar)  had  always  understood  that, 
according  to  London  trade  custom  "  prompt  cash  "  meant 
that  payment  might  be  made  within  one  month.  He  would 
apply  his  own  knowledge  of  the  well-known  usage  in  com- 
mercial and  mercantile  trade  circles  in  London,  and  hold 
that  the  discount  had  been  properly  deducted.  Judgment 
was  accordingly  entered  for  the  defendant,  with  costs. 


Unqualified  Surgical  Practice. 

At  the  Kettering  County  Court  on  January  10,  befoie  Judge 
Snagge  and  a  special  jury,  Elizabeth  Wilson,  widow,  68  years 
■of  age,  sued  "  Professor  "  Ayriss,  medical  botanist,  Leicester 
and  Kettering,  and  John  M.  Neville  Sharpe,  botanist, 
Wellington  Street,  Kettering,  for  501,  made  upoflOZ.  medical 
charges,  and  40£.  damages,  for  suffering  and  loss  of  the  use 
•of  hand,  owing  to  the  negligent,  ignorant,  and  unskilful 
treatment  of  the  plaintiff  by  the  defendants.  The  plaintiff, 
it  appeared,  on  September  25  last,  injured  her  hand  through 
a  fall  from  a  chair.  She  went  to  a  surgeon,  but,  he  not 
being  at  home,  she  went  to  a  house  in  Wellington  Street, 
Kettering,  described  as  "The  Kettering  Botanic  Dispensary 
and  Home  of  Health."  The  country  around  was  flooded  with 
handbills  advertising  the  establishment.  "Professor" 
Ayriss,  the  proprietor,  lived  at  Leicester ;  and  Sharpe,  de- 
scribed on  the  handbills  as  an  "  eminent  medical  botanist," 
was  his  manager  at  Kettering.  Sharpe's  experience  was 
described  as  worldwide,  and  the  bills  also  stated  that  he 
had  assisted  some  of  the  most  celebrated  specialists  of  the 
day.  Sharpe  told  plaintiff  that  she  had  sprained  her  wrist, 
and  he  placed  it  in  splints  and  bandaged  it.  She  went  to 
him  several  times  as  she  was  suffering  pain.  He  loosened 
the  bandages,  and  on  the  last  occasion  put  on  a  porous 
,plaster.  She  still  suffered  pain,  and  at  last  went  to  Mr. 
Dryland.  The  last  time  she  visited  Sharpe  he  said  the 
■charge  would  be  7s.  6d.,  but  he  added  that  a  medical  man 
■would  have  charged  plaintiff  11.  or  30s.  Since  the  accident 
-he  had  not  being  able  to  use  her  arm.  She  did  not  see 
Professor  Ayriss  at  all. 

In  reply  to  the  defendant  Sharpe,  she  said  he  asked  her  to 
irrasp  his  hand,  and  she  did  so,  but  it  hurt  her  very  much. 
She  complied  with  Sharpe's  suggestion  that  she  should 
starch  the  bandages  with  raw  starch.  She  could  not  say 
that  the  plasters  were  belladonna. 

Mr.  Leslie  W.  Dryland,  M.R  C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  said  that  when 
rhe  plaintiff  visited  him  he  found  she  was  suffering  from  an 
i  ild  Collis' fracture.  It  was  a  break  at  thejlower  end  of  the 
■adius  close  to  the  wrist,  an  exceedingly  common  injury  in  old 
Vge  when  anyone  fell  on  the  hand.  As  the  fracture  had  not 
been  properly  treated,  the  arm  had  been  permanently  dis- 
ibled.  If  the  case  had  been  diagnosed  in  the  first  instance, 
he  should  not  have  expected  such  results  to  follow,  and  he 
•irtribut°d  the  loss  of  power  to  improper  treatment,  owing  to 
the  fracture  not  being  reduced  Witness  would  not  have 
reated  the  injury  by  placing  a  long  splint  from  the  elbow  to 
the  end  of  the  fingers.    The  loss  of  movement  in  the  fingers 


was  through  the  tendons  becoming  stiff.  The  injury  was 
such  as  any  ordinary  medical  man  would  tell  at  a  glance, 
but  it  required  a  lot  of  skill  to  properly  treat  it. 

The  defendant  Sharpe  said  he  was  not  a  qualified  medical 
man.  He  sold  chemists'  sundries,  but  whatever  he  did  in 
the  surgical  way  was  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  not  with 
the  consent  of  his  employer.  He  never  went  to  see  plaintiff  ; 
she  always  came  to  him.  If  lie  had  considered  her  accident 
a  serious  case,  he  should  have  sent  her  to  a  hospital.  He 
treated  Mrs.  Wilson  as  a  matter  of  charity.  He  had  been 
engaged  for  about  thirty  years  under  qualified  medical  men  as 
an  unqualified  assistant  and  manager  of  branch  practices, 
and  had  an  extensive  knowledge  of  minor  surgery. 

Professor  Ayriss  said  he  did  not  propose  to  treat  surgical 
cases.  He  had  never  authorised  Sharpe  to  treat  such  cases. 
He  was  a  professor  of  herbal  medicine — in  fact,  born  and 
bred  a  herbalist. 

His  Honour  :  How  is  a  person  born  and  bred  a  herbalist  ? 
(Laughter.) 

Witness  replied  that  his  father  was  a  herbalist,  and  his 
grandfather  also  had  been  a  herbalist. 

In  reply  to  questions  from  his  Honour,  the  jury  held  that 
Sharpe  in  his  dealings  with  the  plaintiff  had  held  himself 
out  as  a  person  possessed  of  a  certain  amount  of  knowledge 
and  skill ;  that  Sharpe  did  not  treat  plaintiff  with  proper 
surgical  knowledge  and  skill ;  and  that  there  was  a  neglect 
of  duty  on  the  part  of  Sharpe  towards  the  plaintiff  in 
continuing  to  treat  her  surgically  instead  of  sending  her  to  a 
proper  qualified  surgeon.  They  also  found  that  in  this 
matter  he  had  not  acted  as  the  agent  of  Ayriss. 

The  jury  fixed  the  damages  against  Sharpe  at  40?.,  and 
the  Judge  refused  an  application  to  allow  Ayriss  his  costs. 


Claim  Against  a  Dispenser. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  the  Mutual 
Loan  Fund  Association  sought  to  enforce  payment  of  a 
judgment-debt  due  to  them  from  a  defendant  named 
Bartlett,  described  as  a  dispenser  of  medicines  at  Chelsea. 
His  Honour  made  an  order  for  payment  of  11.  in  a  month, 
and  the  balance  by  monthly  instalments. 


Committal  of  a  Chemist. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  in  the  case  of 
Lewis  Moore,  plaintiff  applied  for  the  committal  of  the 
defendant,  a  chemist,  carrying  on  business  at  Pimlico. 
Plaintiff's  representative  said  the  defendant  was  in  a  good 
way  of  business  and  was  well  able  to  pay  the  judgment- 
debt,  which  was  for  goods  supplied  in  the  way  of  his  trade. 
The  debtor  did  not  appear,  and  his  Honour  made  an  order 
for  payment  of  the  amount  in  a  month. 


Claim  for  Chemicals. 

In  the  Westminster  County  Court  on  Tuesday,  in  the  case  of 
Dalby  v.  Knight,  plaintiff  sought  to  enforce  payment  of  a 
judgment-debt  in  respect  of  chemicals  supplied  to  the 
defendant,  who  was  described  as  a  skin  and  hair  specialist. 
The  plaintiff  said  the  goods  in  question  were  supplied  to 
the  defendant  in  the  way  of  his  profession,  and  he  was  in  a 
good  position  to  pay.  His  Honour  made  an  order  for  pay- 
ment of  51.  down,  and  the  balance  at  the  rate  of  11.  a 
month. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Analysts  Differ  ox  Ginger. 
At  Widnes,  on  January  7,  Joseph  Tranton,  grocer,  of 
Widnes,  was  summoned  for  selling  ^  lb.  of  ginger  (for 
which  3d.  was  paid)  not  of  the  quality  demanded. 
Mr.  Williams,  F.I.C.,  public  analyst  for  the  County  of  Lan- 
caster, said  the  sample  had  been  deprived  of  15  per  cent,  of 
its  valuable  flavouring-ingredients,  and  he  formed  the  opinion 
that  it  had  been  subjected  to  artificial  treatment,  as  it  was 
not  in  its  natural  state.  On  behalf  of  the  defendant,  Mr. 
Rudd  said  the  analysis  of  ginger  w^as  usually  a  matter  of 
guess-work.  The  ginger  in  question  had  been  purchased 
from  a  Liverpool  firm  in  the  habit  of  bleaching  the  higher- 
class  ginger,  and  they  did  not  think  that  process  interfered 
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with  the  quality.  Dr.  George  Tait,  F.I.O.,  of  Liverpool,  said 
he  had  made  several  comparative  tests  in  analysing  the 
ginger,  and  he  concluded  that  it  was  licher  than  the  genuine 
Cochin  ginger,  which  he  had  taken  as  a  standard.  It  had  all 
its  flavouring-qualities,  and  there  was  no  evidence  that  any 
•of  its  strength  had  been  abstracted.  The  defendant's  son 
«aid  the  ginger  had  not  been  interfered  with  in  any  way 
whilst  in  his  father's  possession.  The  summons  was  dis- 
missed, the  Chairman  remarking  it  was  absolutely  impossible 
for  a  lay  mind  to  come  to  any  other  decision,  when  experts 
■differed  on  such  an  important  matter. 


Boracic  Acid  in  Butteb. 
At  Pontypridd  on  January  12,  Mr.  Jones,  grocer,  Tyrewydd, 
and  Mr.  Williams,  President  of  the  Pontypridd  Grocers' 
Association,  were  summoned  for  selling  butter  containing 
in  the  former  case  9  per  cent,  of  boracic  acid,  and  in  the 
(latter  8  per  cent.  The  case  against  Mr.  Jones  was  heard 
■first.  Mr.  8.  T.  Evans.  M.P.,  prosecuted  for  the  County  Council, 
■and  Mr.  Sarkey,  B.C.L.,  defended,  and  among  the  expert 
-evidence  called  for  the  defence  was  Dr.  Stephenson,  London, 
•described  by  counsel  as  the  most  famous  analyst  in  the  world. 
The  prosecution  submitted  that  the  u>e  of  boracic  acid  as  a 
preservative  beyond  '5  per  cent,  was  dangerous  to  the 
system,  and  that  even  that  quantity  was  not  necessary  as  a 
•preservative;  and  one  witness,  Dr.  Vachell,  Cardiff,  said  he 
■did  not  believe  boracic  acid  should  be  used  at  all  for  this 
purpose.  Dr.  Williams,  medical  officer  to  the  Council,  also 
urged  that  the  outside  margin  of  permit  should  be  -5  per 
•cent.,  and  Mr.  Seyler,  the  county  analyst,  followed  suit. 
The  defence  urged  that  up  to  9  per  cent,  the  acid  might  be 
considered  necessary  as  a  butter-preservative,  and  boracic- 
acid  manufacturers  rather  confirmed  this  view.  The  decision 
af  the  Bench  was  deferred  for  a  week. 


Bankruptcies  ano  failures. 


Oscae  Wall  (lately  trading  as  Wall  k.  Co.),  late  Chemist 
and  Druggist,  61  Duke  Street,  Rusholme,  Manchester, 
late  35  Renshaw  Street,  Chorlton-on-Medlock. 

In  this  failure  the  gross  liabilities  amounted  to 
■310/.  9s.  lid.,  made  up  as  follows  : — To  unsecured  creditors, 
143/.  6s.  bd. ;  to  fully-secured  creditors,  460/.  2s.  6d. ;  estimated 
value  of  securities  575/. ;  surplus  of  114/.  17s.  6d.  carried  to 
contra  to  preference  claims,  11.  Is.  deducted  per  contra, 
being  payable  in  full ;  and  assets — consisting  of  cash  in  hand, 
1/. ;  furniture,  3/. ;  other  property,  1/.  16s.  ;  book  debts :  good, 
123/.  lis.  6d. ;  doubtful  and  bad,  20/.  13s.  2d.,  estimated  to 
realise  1/.  ;  surolus  from  securities,  114/.  17.-:.  6d. — making 
245/.  8s.,  less  7/.  Is.  for  preference  claims,  which  leaves 
238/.  7s.,  and  shows  a  surplus  of  95/.  0s.  Id.  Causes  of 
failure  as  alleged  by  debtor :  "  Over-purchase  of  stock ; 
household  and  personal  expenditure  in  excess  of  income."' 
The  receiving-order  was  made  on  debtor's  own  petition.  Two 
judgments  were  unsatisfied,  and  two  actions  pending  at  date 
thereof.  Debtor  states  that  from  March,  1895,  to  November 
27  last  he  carried  on  business  as  a  chemist  and  druggist.  At 
the  latter  date  he  disposed  of  his  business  and  business- 
effects  for  115/.,  payab'e  by  monthly  instalments,  the  last 
payment  becoming  due  in  December  next.  He  is  able  to  pay 
20s.  in  the  pound  to  his  creditors  if  his  property,  No.  38  High 
Lane,  Choi  Iton-cum-Hardy,  can  be  realised  for  575/.  or 
thereabouts,  the  value  placed  thereon  by  a  competent 
p/aluer.  He  (debtor)  has  not  contracted  any  debts  with  a 
knowledge  of  insolvency,  and  the  only  book  be  kept  while  in 
business  was  a  cash-book  (given  up  to  the  purchaser  of  his 
business,  and  since  destroyed  by  him),  which  contains,  he 
believes,  a  full  record  of  his  receipts,  but  not  of  his  payments. 
The  following  are  creditors:  — 

£  s.  d. 

Ayrton  &  Saunders,  Liverpool    14    5  9 

Blinkhorn,  Jessie,  Manchester    26    0  0 

Oldfield,  Pattinson  &  Co.,  Manchester  ...    13  14  7 

Payne,  Geo..  Manchester   24    0  0 

Thompson,  F.,  Manchester    10    0  0 

Falhj-secured  Creditors, 

Laycock,  Jos.,  Manchester   204  10  0 

Taylor,  Jos.  L.,  Manchester    255  12  6 


Be  John  Claek  Forstee,  11  and  12  Great  Tower  Street 
E.C.,  and  6  and  7  Osborn  Street.  Whitechapel,  trading  as 
Fergusson  &  Forster,  Wholesale  Spice-merchant  and 
Liquoricme-iporter. 

This  case  came  before  Mr.  Registrar  Hope  at  the  London 
Bankruptcy  Court  on  January  13,  in  relation  to  the  debtor's 
public  examination.  Some  particulars  of  the  failure  have 
already  been  published. 

Mr.  H.  Broughton,  Official  Receiver,  reported  that  the 
statement  of  affairs  had  only  just  been  lodged,  and  he  there- 
fore required  further  time  for  investigation.  The  learned 
Registrar  ordered  the  hearing  to  stand  over  for  four  weeks. 

The  statement  of  affairs  sets  forth  that  the  gross  liabilities 
amount  to  34,143/.  17s.  10d.,  of  which  18.212/.  12s.  9d.  is 
unsecured,  and  assets  valued  at  11,639/.  13s.  6d ,  after 
deducting  158/.  7s.  lid.  in  respect  of  the  preference 
claims. 


(Basette. 


PARTNERSHIPS  DISSOLVED. 
Berg,  W.,  and  Meyer,  A.  Ft.,  under  the  style  of  M.  R.  Meyer  &  Co., 

Mincing  Lane,  E  C,  merchants  and  exporters  of  colonial  produce. 
Cox,  G.  R.,  jun..  Cox,  P.  S.,  Cox,  F.  A.,  and  Edmondson,  S.  J., 

under  the  style  of  Cox  Brothers,  Liverpool,  and  Crosby  Square,  E.C., 

general  produce  brokers ;  so  far  as  regards  F.  A.  Cox. 
Freeman,  W.  T.,  and  Holden,  G.  H.  R.,  under  the  style  of  Freeman 

&  Holden,  Reading  and  Bradfield,  surgeons  and  physicians. 
Hargrave,  H.  J.,  and  Langley,  C.  S.,  under  the  style  of  Hargrave 

&  Langley,  Haverhill  and  Great  Thurlow,  Suffolk,  physicians  and 

surgeons. 

M'Arthur,  T.,  and  Scott,  W.  R.,  under  the  style:  of  M' Arthur,  Scott, 

&  Co.,  Glasgow,  dye-wood  manufacturers  and  drysalters. 
Merrick,  T.  J.,  and  Crofts,  C.  W.,  under  the  style  of  Merrick  & 

Crofts,  Northampton,  veterinary  surgeons. 
Osmond,  C.  H.,  and  Buhner,  E.  A.,  under  the  style  of  Osmond, 

Bulmer  &  Co.,  Laudport,  Hants,  wholesale  chemists  and  druggists. 
Pollard,  H.  H.,  and  Brown,  G.,  under  the  style  of  Pollard  &  Brown, 

Newport,  I.W.,  chemists  and  druggists. 


mew  Companies  ano  Company 
IRews. 


Sheffield  Aeeated-watees  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany (Limited).— Capital  3,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects: 
To  carry  on  the  bussiness  of  aerated- water  manufacturers, 
and  ale  and  porter  bottlers. 

United  States  Dental  Company  (Limited). -Capital 
1,000/.,  in  1Z.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
dentists,  dental  surgeons,  and  manufacturers  of  artificial 
teeth  and  dental  requisites.  Josiah  F.  Perkins  is  the  first 
managing  director.  Remuneration,  5/.  per  week  and  5  per 
cent,  of  the  turnover. 

Thomas  Hedley  &  Co.  (Limited).— Capital  50,000/.,  in 
6,000  preference  shares  of  5/.  each  and  20,000  ordinary 
shares  of  1/.  each.  Objects :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the 
business  of  soap-makers  and  glycerine-refiners  carried  on  as 
"  Thomas  Hedley  &  Co  "  at  the  City  Soap-works,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  and  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  the  Northern 
Securities  Trust  (Limited). 

Mate  Tea  Company  (Limited).— Capital  10.000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  and  cany  on  the  business 
carried  on  at  19  Laurence  Pountney  Lane,  E.C.,  as  "The 
Mate  Paraguay  Tea  Company."  Among  the  subscribers 
are  :— Richard  G.  Tugwood,  druggist,  of  9  Western  Road, 
Shoreham,  and  Harry  Morley,  chemist,  of  15  Daneville 
Road,  Denmark  Hill,  S.E. 

Cleansine  (1898)  (Limited).— Capital  75,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects:  To  acquire  the  business  of  the  Cleansine 
Syndicate  (Limited),  to  manufacture  the  preparations 
'•  Cleansine  "  and  "  Melosine,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  cleaners,  bleachers,  dyers,  laundrymen,  chemists,  drug- 
gists, &c.  The  first  directors  are  Aithur  J.  van  Praagh, 
Thomas  H.  Browne,  and  C.  Corbridge.  Registered  office, 
119  Holland  Park  Avenue,  Kensington.  W. 
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ROGATION 


kk 


in  bottles  to  retail  at 

X/-,  and 


2/6. 


AND  OTHER 


DISINFECTANTS 

SULPHUR  FUMIGATING  CANDLES  (Patent) 

6cL,  9d.,  and  1/-  each. 
PRESERVED  PEROXIDE    OF  HYDROGEN 
(Patent). 

MOTH  PAPER,  BLOCKS  AND  CRYSTALS. 
WEED   DESTROYER,  &c.  &c. 


THE  SANITAS  CO.,  LIMITED,  BETHNAL  GREEN,  LONDON. 

and  636-642  W.  55  Street,  NEW  YOKE. 


LAMBING  SEASON 

THE  OKIGINAL 

"LUDDINGTON'S 
OILS." 

These  valuable  Lambing  Oils 
have  been  used  by  almost 
every  Farmer  and  Shepherd 
in  Lincolnshire  and  adjoining 
(  omitii's  lor   upwards  of 


In  Bottles,  1/-,  2/6,  and  5/- 


Liberal  Terms. 
Only  Addres: 


Oeutury. 
Attractive  Printed  Mutter. 


TOMLINSON  &  HAYWARD, 


Mint  Street  [JOLll 


Chemical  Works, 


JEWSBURY  &  BROWN  S 


SODA-WATER, 


Lemonade,  Ginger  Ale, 

BREWED  GINGER-BEER, 

tut.,  &c. 


Manufactory-ARDWICK    GREEN,  MANCHESTER. 


FARRINGDON    ROAD,    LONDON.  E.C. 


Wo.  1  tlneai  Pure  11(15/* 
RUSHED    LINSEED  I  IP/  cwl 

cmj 


ejRUSHEO    LINSEED  llw/ 

No.  a  Pure  fi~ii  /  * 

[SHED    LINSEED  jl'T/cwl 


Finest  Pus  M  f% 

STARCH    POWDER  19, 


No.  1  Finest  Light  Pate 
cwt.jjpRECIPITATED  CHALK 


BEST 
ANED  LINSEE 


D  I  I  V/  cwl 


No.  a  Pure 
PRECIPITATED  CHALK 


1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 
(Light  Colour) 


No.  3  Pure 
FULLERS  EARTH 


Pure 

LIQUORICE 


15/et 


'WHITE  EARTH  " 
Specially   prepared  for 


12/, 


Finest  Pure 
I  TOILET  OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 


lb  I 


Be-t  Pure 
ARROWROOT 


21/, 


18/5 


13 


■fcCARRlAOK  PAID  to  Railway  Stations  within  300  mllee  of  London  (or  jj 
Lowanoe  made  (or  distances  beyond)  on  a  total  weight  of  ll'i  lbs  t.nd  i 

jjrwrarde  of  aboTo  articles    Smallar  parcels  dallTared  fr*e  on  rail  London  f 

M  >bOT«  prices. 
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PURE  CANE  SUGARS- 

"  GLEBE"  SUCROSE  should  be  used  by  all  Chemists  to 

whom  a  perfect  Sugar  is  of  importance. 

"GLEBE"   SPECIAL  CRYSTALS  for    Aerated  Water 

Manufacturers  has  no  equal. 
Guaranteed  Pure  Cane  and  free  from  Chemicals,  Blue,  or  other 
Colouring  Hatter. 


For  Prices  and  Samples  send  a  Post  Card  to 

GLEBE  SUGAR  REFINING  CO.,  GLASGOW. 


HORLICK'S 

MALTED  MILK 


FOR 


Infants  &  Invalids. 


34  FARRINGDON  ROAD,  E.C. 


FUtcbcrs*  Concentrated  £iquors 

AND  THE 

NEW    PHA  RM  A  COPCEIA . 
See  Diary,  1898,  pages  21,  22,  23  and  24. 


LtaXc^xi  *(' 


OUR  PHARMACOPCEIA 
REVELATIONS. 

As  will  be  seen  by  the  announcement  following  this  week's 
instalment  of  our  commentary  on  the  New  Pharmacopoeia,  our 
projected  series  of  articles  offering  a  preliminary  criticism  of 
that  work  comes  to  a  sudden  stop.  We  are  informed  on  the 
indisputable  authority  of  Dr.  John  Attfield,  the  editor  of  the 
British  Pharmacopoeia,  that  we  are  wrong  with  our  facts. 
We  regard  it  as  a  kind  act  of  Dr.  Attfield's  to  give  us  this 
hint.  He,  of  course,  referred  only  to  the  statements  which 
appeared  in  our  first  article  last  week,  and  his  denunciation 
of  these,  qualified  as  it  is  by  the  recognition  of  the  general 
accuracy  of  our  "  conjectural"  remarks,  is  not,  perhaps,  so 
sweeping  as  it  looks  at  first  sight.  Nevertheless,  we  cannot 
doubt  we  have  been  deceived  to  a  certain  extent.  How  far 
we  shall  not  know  until  the  volume  appears.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  seems  to  be  the  fairest  policy  to  all  persons 
concerned  to  suspend  the  publication  of  what  more  we  know 
or  think  we  know. 

Looking  into  the  future  will  always  be  a  fascinating 
occupation,  and  perhaps  journalists  are  peculiarly  subject  to 
the  attractions  of  the  pursuit.  But  the  seer  should  hardly 
be  judged  as  a  repoiter.  His  visions  are  liable  to  refrac- 
tions, and  this,  it  seems,  is  what  has  Inppencd  tc  our  par- 
ticular sooth  ajer. 
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We  think  our  acquaintance  with  the  new  Pharmacopoeia 
is  sufficient  to  justify  us  in  prophesying  that  it  will  afford  a 
great  deal  of  interesting  discussion.  Without  any  guarantee 
of  the  accuracy  of  our  information,  we  may  say  that  we 
expect  to  find  in  it  many  changes  of  an  interesting  character 
in  the  chemistry,  botany,  and  pharmacognosy  of  the  work. 
It  is  general  knowledge  that  the  metric  system  of  weights 
and  measures  will  have  a  fair  field  in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia, 
and  in  practical  pharmacy  there  will  be  much  new  material, 
resulting  from  the  labours  of  the  pharmaceutical  section  of 
the  compilers.  The  formulas  for  liquid  extracts  will  show 
radical  changes  in  technique — as,  for  example,  in  the  pre- 
paration of  cascara  sagrada  and  ergot  liquid  extracts,  which 
we  expect  to  find  in  accord  with  the  most  recent  investigations. 
Pharmacists  regard  Moss's  process  in  the  one  case,  and  the 
weak-acid  menstruum  in  the  other,  as  giving  much-improved 
preparations.  The  infusions  themselves  are  hardly  likely  to 
offer  ground  for  comment,  but  a  new  class  of  galenicals 
which  will  meet  the  desires  of  physicians  who  prescribe 
concentrated  infusions  would  naturally  create  interest. 
Many  of  the  existing  syrup-formulas  are  likely  to  be  altered, 
and  a  number  of  new  ones  introduced,  such  as  syr.  hypo- 
phos  co.,  syr.  aurantii  aromat.,  syr.  codeinas,  syr.  pruni  virg., 
and  syr.  ferri  quininas  et  strychnine  phos.  Lozenges  are  a 
form  of  medication  growing  in  popularity,  and  the  Pharma- 
copoeia might  do  worse  than  give  forms  for  bases  tc  which 
the  proportions  of  the  active  ingredients  should  be  added 
according  to  prescription.  Some  new  lozenges  will  be 
looked  for — as,  for  example,  cocaine  and  compound  sulphur. 
We  might  go  on  to  enumerate  probable  alterations  in  wines, 
waters,  mixtures,  and  other  galenical  preparations ;  but, 
sceptical  as  we  now  are  of  our  "  memoranda,"  as  the  editor 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia  calls  our  authority,  we  think  it  wiser 
to  keep  our  souls  in  patience,  probably  till  April  or  May. 


A    NATION'S  SHOPKEEPING. 

IN  1897  the  United  Kingdom  bought  9,429,779/.  more 
goods  from  her  colonial  and  foreign  customers,  and  sold  them 
5,795,548/.  worth  less  than  the  year  before.  This  is  bad,  and 
is  worse  when  we  look  into  the  details,  for  practically  the  only 
classes  of  exported  manufactured  goods  which  have  increased 
are  metals  and  chemicals.  We  actually  dropped  8,711,033/. 
in  yarns  and  textiles,  and  the  only  crumb  of  comfort  about 
that  is  that  the  bulk  of  the  business  dropped  may  have  been 
picked  up  by  our  Indian  compatriots,  who  are  in  a  fair  way 
to  supply  the  East  and  Africa  with  cotton  and  jute  goods. 
Our  food-bill  as  it  is  presented  to  us  in  the  Board  of  Trade's 
annual  figures  shows  that  we  have  eaten  a  million  pounds' 
worth  more  imported  cattle,  and  along  with  it  about  two 
million  pounds'  worth  more  wheat,  than  in  1896,  but  we  have 
consumed  less  barley,  oats,  peas,  and  beans  of  foreign  origin  On 
the  other  hand,  our  horses  and  distilleries  swallowed  2,000,000 
cwt.  more  of  maize  at  a  less  price  than  in  previous  years.  We 
bought  spices  well  during  the  year,  a  million  and  a  half  pounds 
of  cinnamon,  100,652  cwt.  of  ginger,  and  31,053,164  lbs.  of 
pepper  having  been  landed  ;  the  pepper  item  is  five  million 
pounds  in  excess  of  1896,  and  the  other  two  articles  are  also  in 
excess.  Yeast  is  falling  in  imports,  however,  the  drop  in  the 
course  of  three  years  being  33,000  cwt.,  and  this  is  due  to 
the  article  being  grown  on  our  native  brews.  It  seems 
remarkable,  when  the  extensive  advertising  of  cocoa  during 
the  past  year  is  taken  into  account,  that  the  importations  of 
cocoa  fell  off  in  value  from  1,053,952/.  to  932,130/.,  but  we 
find  lhat  the  amount  put  down  for  home  consumption  in- 
creased from  24,523,428  lbs.  to  27,852,152  lbs.,  although  the 
imports  really  fell  by  about  three  million  pounds,  to 
35,046,606.    Put  we  question  if  the  difference  would  pay  for 


the  gigantic  advertising  done.  Coffee  shows  little  interest 
either  way,  but  tea  figures  out  to  the  extent  of  269  million 
odd  pounds  in  imports,  while  the  home  consumption  was  231 
million  pounds,  or  6h  million  pounds  better.  We  are  a  nation 
of  ,tea-drinkers,  imbibing  124,534,194  lbs.  of  Indian,  85,493,554 
lbs.  of  Ceylon,  and  17,242,247  lbs.  of  the  Chinese  leaf  yearly. 

Turning  to  more  potent  articles  we  find  a  remarkable 
change  in  [the  importation  of  spirits  for  methylation  pm- 
poses,  as  the  figures  have  rattled  down  enormously.  Tims  in 
1895  the  deliveries  for  this  purpose  were  95,402  proof  gals., 
in  1896  35,879  gals.,  and  in  1897  6,513  gals.  Elsewhere 
we  give  a  table  of  the  statistics  regarding  the  imports  arid 
exports  of  the  chief  chemical  and  drug  staples.  So,  far  as 
the  imports  are  concerned  the  most  notable  things  arc  the 
decrease  in  cinchona  from  35,291  cwt.  to  24,674  cwt.,  but 
the  average  price  was  better.  Gum  arabic  also  fell  off  by 
20  per  cent,  to  63,208  cwt.,  and  shellac  improved  by 
20,000  cwt.,  although  the  177,557  cwt.  was  bought  for 
20,000/.  less  than  the  previous  year's  larger  supply. 

The  exports  of  chemicals  and  medicinal  preparations  were 
better  to  the  extent  of  431, 928/.  We  did  a  much  better 
alkali-trade  last  year  with  Russia,  Germany,  Holland,  France, 
Spain,  Italy,  and  Australasia — indeed,  it  is  surprising  to  note 
that  Germany  bought  50  per  cent,  more  alkali  from  us  in 
1897  (176,170  cwt.)  than  in  1895.  Sweden  and  Nor- 
way, the  United  States,  and  British  North  America, 
are  our  failing  customers  in  this  department.  The  United 
States  purchases  have  gone  down  from  3,524,400  cwt.  in 
1895  to  1,922,050  cwt.  in  1897,  a  loss  in  money  of  a 
third  of  a  million  pounds,  which  is  rather  hard  [upon  John 
Bull  considering  that  [he  has  meanwhile  eaten  more 
United  States  beef,  the  increased  value  in  that  item  being 
equal  to  four  times  more  than  the  loss  on  alkali,  or,  to  put  it 
in  another  way,  we  give  Uncle  Sam  ten  times  more  money 
for  beef  than  he  gives  us  for  alkali.  Moreover,  Uncle  Sara 
has  practically  stopped  sending  us  gold.  These  are  the 
figures  for  the  last  three  years  : — 

1895  18S6  1897 

£  £  ■£ 

Gold  imported  from  U.S.A.. ..11,131,956  ...  3,170,977  ...  68,056 
„    exported     „       .,     ...  3,317,799  ...10,528,382  ...  1,208,466 
Silver  imported  „       .,     ...  8,082,925  ...10,141,289  ...  10,087,749 
„    exported     „  ...       7,614  ...        6,613  ...  16,446 

We  are  really  getting  payment  in  kind  for  what  w-e  were 
formerly  paid  in  coin.  The  account  between  the  two 
countries  each  year  is  a  strange  document,  for  it  shows  our 
purchases  of  cattle,  wheat  and  other  grain,  beef,  hams, 
cotton,  wood,  leather,  lard,  copper,  cheese,  and  half-a-dozen 
other  items  (not  including  tobacco)  to  be  about  70,000,000/.  ; 
while  our  sales  of  yarns,  fabrics,  wools  (these  the  only  things 
coming  to  seven  figures),  metal  goods,  chemicals,  tea,  and 
some  other  specified  articles  scarcely  amount  to  20,000,000/. 
There  is  a  balance  of  50,000,000/.  in  our  favour,  and  in  addi- 
tion we  are  9,930, 893/.  in  specie  to  the  good.  This 
60,000,000/.  practically  represents  interest  in  money  which 
John  Bull  has  lent  to  Uncle  Sam.  To  sum  up  the  yearly 
account,  we  bought  from  the  world  451,238,683/.  worth  of 
goods  in  1897,  and  sold  it  234,350,003/.  worth,  a  difference  of 
216,888,680/.,  and  as  the  balance  of  specie  against  us  was 
only  748,610/.,  the  world  paid  us  in  kind  last  year  a  little 
over  two  hundred  and  sixteen  million  pounds  sterling  as 
interest  on  our  investments  in  brains  and  coin  in  countries 
other  than  the  United  Kingdom. 


OUR  DOCTORS. 

We  have  been  looking  through  the  new.edition  of  Churchill's 
'•  Medical  Directory "  (it  is  impossible  to  say  more  than 
"  look  through  "  of  a  book  containing  more  than  2,000  pages) 
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and  have  been  astonished  at  the  extraordinary  volume  of 
information  which  has  been  gathered  between  the  familiar 
red  boards.  There  is  not  a  medical  practitioner  in  the 
United  Kingdom  in  active  practice  whose  name,  .  ith  titles, 
honours,  and  post-graduation  work,  is  not  mentioned  in 
the  book  ;  and  there  is  a  complete  directory  of  medical  men 
in  each  city,  town,  and  village  in  the  kingdom,  besides 
directories  of  doctors  for  each  country.  The  compilation 
of  these  particulars  represents  an  amount  of  work  which  few 
but  journalists  can  appreciate  to  the  full,  and  we  congratu- 
late the  publishers  on  the  thorough  manner  in  which  they 
maintain  the  accuracy  of  the  information.  We  have 
checked  a  considerable  number  of  the  entries,  and  find 
them  to  be  accurate.  The  purely  directory  portion  of  the 
volume  is  of  considerable  utility  to  business-men;  the  ad- 
dresses are  later  than  those  given  in  the  ''Medical  Register," 
and  each  person  named  has,  we  understand,  been  communi- 
cated with  in  regard  to  the  accuracy  of  the  entry.  Besides 
this  part  of  the  volume,  there  is  much  interesting  informa- 
tion in  the  "  Directory."  To  begin  with,  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing particulars  of  medical  practitioners  who  are  qualified 
to  practise  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  where  they  are 
now  practising : — 


and  honour,  allied  to  their  profession,  which  they  can  obtain. 
The  "  Directory  "  contains  an  abstract  of  the  principal  laws 
affecting  the  medical  profession,  written  by  Mr.  R.  G.  Glenn, 
L.L.B.,  barrister-at-law. 


In  London 

In  English  provinces 

In  Wales  

In  Scotland 
In  Ireland... 
Abroad 

In  H.M.  Services... 
Too  late  to  classify 


6,081 
15,400 
1,081 
3,412 
2,615 
3,770 
2,521 
23 


34,903 

This  is  an  increase  of  619  over  1397.  Many  of  these  men 
have  attained  such  distinction  that  their  services  have  been 
recognised  by  the  Queen.  We  compile  the  following  list  of 
such  titular   distinctions  from  two  pages  given  in  the 


"  Directory  ": — 

Peer  

...  1 

K.C.I.E.  ... 

  2 

Baronets 

...  13 

Knights 

 41 

K.G.CB  

...  1 

C.B  

 47 

K.G.C.8.I  

...  1 

C.S.I. 

  5 

K.G.C.M.G. 

...  1 

C.M.G. 

 26 

K.G.C.I.E  

...  1 

CLE  

  22 

TC.C.B  

...  19 

D.S.O. 

 24 

K.C.S.I  

...  3 

V'.C  

 14 

K.C.M.G  

...  5 

B.V.O. 

  2 

This  shows 


MASSACHUSETTS  WISDOM. 

The  Massachusetts  Board  of  Registration  in  Pharmacy 
publishes  some  of  the  answers  given  by  unsuccessful  candi ) 
dates  in  its  examinations.  We  have  quoted  some  before, 
and  here  are  a  few  of  the  latest  lot : — 

Boric  acid  is  made  by  sublimating  borax. 
Elixir  vitriol  is  sulphuric  acid. 
Thorn  apple  is  nut-galls. 

Source  of  manna  is  meat  scraps  boiled  down,  and  let  get  cold. 

Petrolatum  comes  from  the  manufacture  of  turpentine. 

Dose  of  opium  is  15  gr.,  and  in  20  min.  of  laudanum  there  are 
10  gr.  of  opium. 

Cod-liver  oil  comes  from  the  whale,  and  sweet,  oil  from  the 
hog. 

Hirudo  means  a  large  pill  or  suppository. 
Dimidius  means  an  emetic. 
Pyrogalie  acid  is  the  ashes  of  galls. 
Hiera  pira  is  a  crumb  of  bread. 

Aloes  are  obtained  by  cutting  down  the  trees  and  pruning 
them. 

Soporific  is  a  bliste.'. 

Aloes  are  the  inside  fruit  of  a  nut. 

We  bow  to  such  wisdom.  The  best  we  are  able  to  produce 
on  this  side  came  from  a  candidate  who  got  angry  because 
his  examiner  would  not  believe  that  "  nutmeg "  was  the 
proper  name  for  a  jalap  tuber,  and  there  was  another  who 
could  not  get  the  plaster-iron  hot  enough  to  spread  a  blister 
Let  Boston  have  the  cake. 


THE    PRICE    OF  CAMPHOR. 

In  the  last  week  of  1897  crude  camphor  went  up  2s.  to 
3s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and  again  by  2s.  to  5s.  to-day.  On  January  1 
English  manufacturers  reduced  their  prices  of  the  refined 
article  by  Id.  per  lb.  Here  is  an  anomaly  worth  looking 
into.  Camphor  has  not  been  so  low  in  price  for  many 
years  as  it  is  now.  This  fact  will  be  grasped  by  a  glance 
at  the  subjoined  diagram,  which  we  reproduce  from  an 
original  prepared  by  Mr.  Julius  Grossmann,  of  Ham- 
burg. It  represents  the  fluctuations  in  the  price  of 
refined  camphor  dining  the  past  eight  years  ;  the  prices 
are  given  at  the  sides  in  marks  per  100  kilos.,  so  that  by 
dividing  the  figures  by  200  we  get  the  approximate  prices 
in  shillings  per  lb.     The  remarkable  feature  about  the 


Profession  can  boast  of,  and  besides  these  national  distinc- 
tions medical  men  have  about  fifty  titles  of  qualification 


diagram  is  that  the  longest  level  line  in  it  was  last  year. 
Why  was  this?    We  believe  it  was  due  to  adequate  and 
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future  certainty  of  supply,  and  comparative  absence  of 
speculation.  If  it  were  possible  to  ensure  the  latter  condi- 
tion, there  seems  little  reason  for  hoping  that  the  fluctua- 
tions in  the  price  of  camphor  will  during  the  next  eight 
years  depart  so  far  from  the  normal  as  they  have  done 
during  the  past  eight;  and  the  conditions  of  supply  are 
exactly  those  which  are  unfavourable  to  speculation.  The 
stoppage  of  camphor-distilling  in  Formosa,  consequent  upon 
the  Japanese  occupation,  has  been  followed  by  some  dis- 
content on  the  part  of  the  British  merchants  in  the  South 
and  German  merchants  in  the  North,  who  up  to  now  have 
subsidised  the  industry  and  controlled  the  output,  and  who 
naturally  objected  to  the  interference  and  regulations  by  the 
new  Power.  The  Japanese  are  now  showing,  however,  that 
while  they  are  determined  to  get  a  good  grip  of  the  For- 
mosan  camphor- trade,  they  are  to  gang  warily  about  it,  and 
those  who  know  the  Japanese  agree  that  when  they  have  the 
Formosan  trade  in  their  own  hands,  they  will  conserve  rather 
than  restrict  the  output  of  camphor,  and  by  introducing  their 
own  method  of  distilling  they  will  get  more  out  of  the  wood 
and  put  a  better  quality  of  crude  Formosan  camphor  on  the 
market.  It  will  be  remembered  that  the  exports  of  camphor 
from  Formosa  have  increased  enormously  duiing  the  past  ten 
years.  In  1886  the  output  was  1,335  piculs,  and  in  1894  no  less 
than  39,547  piculs  were  exported.  Some  falling-off  resulted  in 
consequence  of  the  war  and  the  Formosan  rebellion  in  1896, 
but  we  observe  that  the  Tainan  exports  in  1896  amounted  to 
8  007  cwt.,  or  641  cwt.  above  the  average  for  1891-94,  so 
that  improvement  had  set  in  ;  and  we  may  fairly  say  that  the 
same  holds  good  for  the  northern  territory,  which  produces 
a  much  larger  proportion  of  camphor.  The  London  importa- 
tions of  camphor  in  1897  confirm  this  view,  1,050  packages 
(approximately  1,837  cwt.)  more  being  received  than  in 
1896,  but  there  is  still  a  good  leeway  to  make  up  before  we 
reach  the  figures  obtaining  lefore  the  war,  as  the  following 
shows : 

1894         1895        1896  1897 
Imports     ...    11,081       19,711        6,173       7,523  packages 
Deliveries  ...    11,663        7,923       10,814       8,017  „ 

These  figures  represent  Japanese  and  Chinese  camphor. 
It  is  obvious  thst  the  imports  at  the  present  time  are  less 
than  the  demand,  and  we  have  during  the  past  two  years 
drawn  upon  the  reserve  stock  held  in  London  (fully  a  year's 
supply).  In  view  of  these  facts  the  refiners'  reduction  of 
price  is  an  indication  of  their  confidence  in  the  future 
of  the  article. 

The  Tainan  Consul  supplies  an  excellent  corollary  to  this 
in  his  statement  of  the  cost  of  crude  camphor  in  first-hands 
at  Formosa.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  lowest  cost  was  $13 
per  picul,  or  about  33s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  taking  the  dollar  value  at 
2.s\  Qd.  The  product  doubled  in  value  ($37  per  picul)  by  the 
time  it  reached  Hong-Kong,  and  the  simultaneous  price  in 
Loudon  was  87.9.  6^.  per  cwt.  As  the  market  stands  now, 
we  have  again  reached  the  minimum,  and  while  an  increase 
is  to  be  expected  during  the  year,  we  do  not  think,  that  the 
extravagant  prices  of  the  past  few  years  can  rule  in  the 
face  of  an  improving  supply  and  the  disaster  which  attended 
speculation  in  recent  years. 


REGISTRATION  OF  OPTICIANS. 

An  important  scheme  formulated  by  Mr.  Thornthwaite, 
Upper  Warden  of  the  Spectacle-makers'  Company,  has  been 
adopted  by  that  company.  An  examination  is  to  be  instituted, 
and  opticians  who  pass  this  test  will  be  entitled  to  a  regis- 
tration of  their  qualification,  and  also  to  admission  to 
the  Company  on  exceptional  terms.  This  is  one  of  the 
best  things  a  City  company  has  done  for  a  long  time. 


CK1ME  MADE  EASY. 

Under  this  heading  the  Daily  Mail,  in  an  article  on 
January  6,  gives  a  very  fair  statement  of  the  ease  with  which 
poisons  can  be  obtained  from  persons  other  than  the  class 
specially  qualified  to  retail  them.  As  the  article  remarks,  the 
number  of  carbolic-acid  victims  is  appalling,  and  it  rightly 
condemns  the  ease  with  which  it  can  be  obtained  from  oil- 
shops,  &c,  as  one  of  the  most  fruitful  causes  of  this  frightful 
mortality.    The  following  day  a  "  Chemist-'  wrote  :— 

I  have  often  been  horrified  at  being  asked  by  little  children, 
who  brought  cups,  soda-water  bottles,  and  even  babies'  feeding- 
bottles,  to  the  pharmacy,  to  be  supplied  with  .my  of  these 
poisons,  requests  which,  it  is  needless  to  say,  I  did  not  comply 
with. 

FOREIGN  WISDOM. 

An  order  has  just  been  issued  by  the  sanitary  authorities 
of  Brunswick  forbidding  the  sale  of  Messrs.  Burroughs, 
Wellcome  &  Co.'s  tabloids  in  that  Duchy.  This  is  done 
under  the  authority  of  a  decree  published  in  December,  1883, 
which  seems  to  have  been  taken  advantage  of  as  much  for 
the  exclusion  of  an  imported  article  as  anything  else.  It  is 
well  known  that  tablets  cannot  be  made  without  exeipient 
of  some  kind,  but  it  is  not  customary  to  mention  that  fact 
on  the  label  of,  say,  apomorphine  hypodermic  tablets,  con- 
taining 5  milligrammes  of  the  hydrochlorate  and  20  milli- 
grammes of  sodium  chloride.  That  is  sufficient,  according 
to  Brunswick  lights,  to  stop  the  sale  of  tabloids  in  that 
quarter.  These  wise  men  of  Brunswick  are  brothers  to  the 
people  across  the  Austrian  border,  who  have  a  regulation 
under  which  any  pharmacist  is  compelled,  when  he  gets  a 
prescription  for  a  medicinal  speciality,  to  compound  the  pre- 
paration according  to  some  formula  or  other.  Tee  Pharma- 
ceutische  Post  gives  some  examples  of  such  formulfc,  from 
which  we  quote  the  following  in  the  German-Latin  ; — 

Bromidia. 


Kalii  bromati         ...      ...      ...  30  0 

Chlorali  hydrati    300 

Extr.  hyosciami       ...       ...       ...  0  25 

Extr.  canab.  ind   0  25 

Extr.  fluid,  liquir   90'0 

01.  aurant.  cort.       ...       ...       ...  gits.  5 

M.  D.  Bromida.  (Orig.) 

Fellow's  Simp.  Hijperpliosph .  Fcrr.  Omips. 

Chinin.  pur.  ...       ...       ...       ...  100 

Strychnin    0  02 

Mangan    120 

Solve  leni  calore  in  :  Sir.  hypophos- 

phit.  cum  ferro  (U.  St.  Pharm. 

Edit.  XV.)    100  0 

D.  Sir.  hypophos.  c.  ferr.  cmp.  Fellow. 

Injection  Brou. 

Aq.  destill   200  0 

Sulfat.  zinc.  ...       ...       ...       ...  I'O 

Acetat.  plumb.    2'0 

Laudiin.  de  Sydenham    1  0 

Tinct.  catechu    4  0 

M.  D.  Injection  Brou. 


We  understand  that  all  this  is  done  out  of  respect  for  the 
poor  patients.  Unhappy  patients  to  live  where  the  march 
of  time  is  unfelt ! 

MEDICAL  PROTECTION. 

The  Medical  Press  calls  attention  to  an  advertisement  of 
the  proprietors  of  Holloway's  pills,  in  which  they  say  that  a 
qualified  medical  man  may  be  consulted  on  the  premises  by 
their  customers,  and  suggests  that  something  should  be  done 
to  remove  that  gentleman's  name  from  the  register.  The 
Medical  Times  also  mentions  that  on  one  of  its  errands  of 
inquiry  at  the  office  of  Munyon's  remedies  it  endeavoured 
to  find  out  the  name  of  the  doctor  adv'erti-ed  to  fulfil  a 
similar  function  there,  but  failed  to  do  so. 
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SYNTHETIC  PERFUMES. 

>  oo  much  interest  is  now  taken  in  the  use  of  synthetic  ( 
perfumes  that  it  is  instructive  to  trace  the  origins  of  some  of  ( 
them.  In  regard  to  Baur's  artificial  musk,  this  is  a  case  of 
accidental  discovery  stumbled  on  during  a  study  of  two 
butyltoluenes  contained  in  resin  extractive.  M.  Baur,  whilst 
making  syntheses  of  the  substances  he  had  isolated  and 
separated,  noticed  the  distinct  musk-odour  of  a  trinitrile 
derivative  of  isobutyltoluene,  and,  following  up  this  clue, 
obtained  his  now  well-known  artificial  musk.  The  synthesis 
of  ionone,  or  artificial  violet,  was  a  more  methodical  pro- 
ceeding resulting  from  the  systematic  study  of  the  odorous 
pi  inciple  of  orris-root.  This  natural  perfume  exists  in  orris- 
root  in  very  minute  proportion,  so  that  it  was  necessary  to 
operate  on  enormous  quantities  to  obtain  sufficient  for  the 
purpose  of  studying  it.  From  the  supply  thus  obtained, 
irone,  the  violet-scented  principle,  was  isolated,  and  then  a 
complete  chemical  study  conducted.  After  several  years 
investigation,  an  isomer  prepared  with  acetone,  citral,  and 
barium  hydrate  was  found  to  yield,  by  transformation  with 
dilute  sulphuric  acid,  ionone,  possessing  the  violet-odour 
with  but  a  very  slight  variation  in  odour  from  the  natural 
product. 

AN  ARTIFICIAL  PARADISE. 

St.  Thomas's  Hospital  experimenters  had  better  look  alive 
if  they  want  to  get  kudos  out  of  AnJialonlum  Lewinii.  Mr. 
Havelock  Ellis  is  in  the  field  before  them.  He  has  told 
readers  of  the  Contemporary  Review  all  about  the  paradise 
which  is  so  easily  reached  by  means  of  the  mescal  button. 
He  tried  it  on  himself,  on  an  artist,  and  two  poets — probably 
minor.  After  he  took  the  drug  Mr.  Ellis  saw  "glorious 
fields  of  jewels,  which  would  spring  up  into  flower-like 
shapes  beneath  his  gaze,  and  then  seem  to  turn  into  gorgeous 
butterfly  forms  or  endless  folds  of  glistening,  iridescent, 
fibrous  wings  of  wonderful  insects."  The  artist's  view  was 
that  his  "  eye  seemed  to  be  turning  into  a  vast  drop  of  dirty 
water,  in  which  millions  of  minute  creatures  resembling 
to.dpoles  were  in  motion."  One  of  the  poets  "  saw  the  most 
delightful  dragons,  puffing  out  their  breath  straight  in  front 
of  them  like  rigid  lines  of  steam,  and  balancing  white  balls 
at  the  end  of  their  breath."  After  all  this  Mr.  Ellis's  opinion 
is  that  mescal  is  "  the  most  purely  intellectual  in  its  effect  of 
all  the  drugs,"  which  is  a  funny  conclusion  after  what  he 
"  saw."  Perhaps  it  did  not  strike  the  Editor  of  the  Con- 
temporary that  he  was  doing  a  risky  thing  by  the  publication 
•of  Mr.  Ellis's  paper;  the  drug  is  one  of  the  most  dangerous 
weapons  which  has  yet  been  placed  in  the  hands  of  phy- 
sicians, and  so  little  is  known  of  its  exact  properties  that 
they  hesitate  to  use  it,  for  which  reason  it  is  bound  to  be 
much  more  dangerous  in  the  hands  of  ignorant  laymen.  As 
•chemists  and  druggists  will  be  called  upon  to  supply  the 
•drag,  they  should  be  careful  to  caution  purchasers  about  it. 

MEDICAL  MONOPOLY. 

We  have  already  reported  that  the  authorities  of  the  State  of 
Ohio  arc  making  a  raid  on  the  sellers  of  certain,  popular 
patent  medicines  on  the  assumption  that  they  contain  poison 
and  ought  to  be  so  labelled.  They  have  found  poison,  or 
i  think  they  have,  in  such  innocent  preparations  as  Scott's 
Emulsion.  This,  declares  a  Toledo  paper,  is  a  scheme  of  the 
■doctors  to  get  the  most  valuable  patent  medicines  abolished. 
Many  of  them,  says  the  Toledo  News,  don't  know  enough  to 
write  a  prescription,  so  they  give  these  very  patent  medicines- 
And  lucky  that  they  do,  for  this  gives  the  patients  some 
chance  of  recovery.  On  this  text  the  Toledo  journalist 
pours  forth  a  flood  of  indignant  protest  against  the  "Mus- 
grove  law "  under  which  the  proceedings  are  taken,  and 
which  has  been  recently  enacted  in  the  State  of  Ohio  with 


the  object  of  elevating  the  medical  profession.  The  only 
effect  it  has  had,  says  our  contemporary,  is  to  elevate  the 
doctors'  bills.  "  It  is  a  doctors'  monopoly.  Government  by 
doctors,  of  doctors,  and  for  doctors  seems  to  be  the  program. . .  • 
They  insist  that  no  one  can  die  legally  without  their  aid.  .  .  ■ 
They  have  even  reached  such  a  point  of  usurpation  of  popular 
rights  that  they  would  prosecute  anyone  who  should  dare 
save  a  life  without  their  knowledge  or  consent."  This  may 
be  a  little  fervid,  but  it  is  the  tone  of  the  journalism  the 
Medical  Council  may  look  for  here  if  their  forward  party 
should  ever  succeed  in  getting  such  a  law  as  some  of  them 
advocate  enacted  by  the  British  Parliament. 


Bote  on  Jmmamc-lht. 

Br  Lewis  Otoh,  F.C.S.,  Pharmaceutical  Chemist. 


THE  employment  in  large  quantities  of  the  resinoid  ob- 
tained from  Hamamelis  virginica,  principally  for  use 
in  suppositories,  has  given  me  occasion  to  refer  to  the 
published  literature  on  the  subject,  and  I  have  been  some- 
what surprised  to  find  that  both  the  bark  and  the  leaves 
are  recommended  for  preparing  the  extract.  Coe's  work  on 
"Concentrated  Organic  Medicines,"  published  in  1869, 
directs  this  resinoid  to  be  made  from  the  bark,  whilst  Squire 
describes  it  as  the  powdered  extractive  from  the  dried 
leaves,  and  Martindale  leads  one  to  infer  that  it  is  prepared 
from  a  mixture  of  the  leaves  and  bark.  Bentley  states  that 
the  bark  has  been  largely  used  both  in  this  country  and 
America  to  check  excessive  mucous  discharge  and  for  the 
cure  of  hemorrhoids. 

In  the  face  of  this  varied  information  a  quantity  of  the 
resinoid  has  been  prepared  by  the  following  process : — The 
coarsely-powdered  leaves  were  macerated  in  rectified  spirit 
for  twenty-four  hours,  then  packed  in  a  percolator  and 
carefully  exhausted  with  spirit,  2  gals,  being  em- 
ployed for  each  pound  of  the  leaves  taken.  After  recovery 
of  most,  of  the  spirit  by  distillation,  the  extract  obtained 
was  dried  at  a  low  temperature.  By  this  method  nearly 
7  per  cent,  of  a  dark-brownish  extractive,  possessing  a 
peculiar  resinous  smell,  and  of  a  slightly  hygroscopic  nature, 
was  obtained. 

A  quantity  of  the  bark  was  next  taken,  and  treated  in  a 
similar  manner,  and  this  gave  about  16  per  cent,  of  a  light- 
brown  resinoid,  which  was  more  readily  reduced  to  powder 
than  the  foregoing. 

A  third  batch  was  prepared  from  the  leaves,  using  spirit 
of  sp.  gr.  '920.  This  yielded  about  12  per  cent,  of  resinoid, 
very  similar  in  appearance  to  the  last  named. 

Suppositories  were  prepared  from  the  three  samples  of 
hamamclin  referred  to,  and  these  were  submitted  for  trial 
to  a  medical  gentleman  of  Leicester,  who  reported  that  those 
made  from  the  hamamelin  prepared  from  the  leaves  with 
rectified  spirit  were  far  more  efficacious  than  those  containing 
the  resinoid  from  the  bark. 

The  experiments  connected  with  this  note  were  conducted 
in  the  laboratories  of  Messrs.  John  Bichardson  &  Co. 
(Leicester),  Limited. 

January  3. 


"  'Tis  passing  sweet,"  sighed  the  young  assistant  to  his 
lay  friend.  "  What  ?  "  said  the  victim.  "  Diabetes,"  yelled 
the  youth,  dodging  the  directory. 

Professor  (to  class  in  surgery)  :  "  The  right  leg  of  the 
patient,  as  you  see,  is  shorter  than  the  left,  in  consequence 
of  which  he  limps.  Now,  what  would  you  do  in  a  case  of 
this  kind  1  "    Bright  Student :  "  Limp  too." 
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Fell— Allen. — On  January  5,  at  St.  Andrew's.  Wells 
Street,  by  the  Rev.  Reginald  Fisher,  M.A..  John  Campbell 
Fell,  9  Albemarle  Mansions,  Holloway,  N.,  analyst  to  "Cam- 
wal,''  to  Jane  (Jennie),  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  George 
Allen,  and  of  Mrs.  Allen,  Langdon  Hills,  Essex. 

Macleod — Burn. — At  Arbroath,  on  December  24,  1897, 
Donald  Macleod,  M.A.,  Morgan  Academy,  Dundee,  to  Annie 
Macleod,  daughter  of  D.  H.  Burn,  chemist. 

O'Sullivan — Harpue.— On  January  10,  at  the  Church  of 
the  Assumption,  Wexford,  by  the  Rev.  W.  Harpur,  Professor 
St.  Peter's  College,  Wexford,  cousin  of  the  bride,  assisted  by 
Bev.  P.  O'Connor,  rector.  Thomas  O'Sullivan,  M.C.P.S.I., 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  89  The  Quay.  Waterford,  to  Teresa 
(Tessie),  second  daughter  of  Moses  Harpur,  57  South  Main 
Street,  Wexford. 

Robins — Smith. — On  January  8,  at  St.  Edmund's 
■Church,  Alexandra  Park,  Manchester,  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Tindall, 
rector,  Mr.  Harry  H.  Robins,  K.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
of  Messrs.  C.  Southwell  &  Co.'s,  Dockhead,  S.E.,  to  Miss 
Edith  Smith,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Mark  Smith,  Hazle- 
hurst,  Whalley  Range,  Manchester. 

*  Scott — Cooper. — At  All  Saints'  Church,  Cockermouth,  on 
January  11,  by  the  Rev.  E.  Cannington-Bennett,  W.  Stanley 
Scott,  proprietor  of  the  firm  of  Cooper  Brothers,  chemists, 
■Cockermouth,  to  Mrs.  M.  A.  Cooper,  widow  of  the  late 
Mr.  F.  Ashley-Cooper. 

II  Skinner — Robertson. — At  the  Royal  Hotel,  Blairgowrie, 
■on  January  5,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Tully,  Free  Church, 
Battray,  William  Skinner,  chemist  and  druggist,  Broughty 
Ferry,  to  Maggie  Jane,  fourth  daughter  of  James  Robertson, 
Glenericht. 


IDcatbs. 


Cleghorn.— A.  t  Green  Point,  Cape  Town,  on  December  13, 
IVIr.  Alexander  Cleghorn,  chemist  and  druggist,  in  his  48th 
year.  Mr.  Cleihorii  was  about  twenty  years  ago  a  well-known 
Scotch  chemist.  He  was  a  native  of  Dundee,  where,  we 
believe,  he  served  his  apprenticeship;  then  he  had  experience 


in  Edinburgh,  and  after  negotiating  tha.  Minor  in  1869  he 
commenced  business  in  Cupar  Fife,  on  the  Market  Place. 
There  he  built  up  a  good  business,  and  became  a  popular 
man  in  many  senses,  but  his  health  broke  dowo.  He  returned 
to  Edinburgh  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  engaged  in  the 
wholesale,  but  the  asthmatic  trouble  from  which  he  suffered 
did  not  improve,  and  after  several  changes  in  the  hope  of 


relief  he  emigrated  to  Cape  Town.  His  residence  there  much 
improved  his  health,  and  his  attacks  of  asthma  were  so  rare 
that  a  few  years  ago  he  ventured  home  on  a  visit,  only  to  find, 
the  old  enemy  return  so  ener  getically  that  he  had  to  hasten 
out  of  the  country  again  witfrin  a  fortnight.  Mr.  Cleghorn 
was  in  business  for  himself  n  Cape  Town,  and  was  eminently 
successful.  He  was  one  of  the  first  Government  members  of 
the  Pharmacy  Board — indeed,  he  was  one  of  t  he  most  active  in 
promoting  the  registration  of  chemists  in  the  colony,  and  in 
insisting  on  the  independence  of  the  Pharmacy  Board.  He 
was  a  good  pharmacist,  and  so  pleasant  a  man  that  his  death 
is  regretted  by  many  at  home  as  well  as  at  tne  Cape.  The 
immediate  cause  of  Mr.  Cleghorn's  death  was  the  after- 
effects of  pleurisy.  The  funeral  took  place  on  December  15, 
at  St.  Peter's  Cemetery,  Mowbra}'.  A  number  of  town  and 
suburban  chemists  attended,  among  whom  were  Mr.  W.  F. 
H.  Pocock  (President),  Mr.  E.  J.  Rendell  (Secretary),  of  the 
Pharmacy  Board,  Mr.  W.  C.  Fick,  Secretary  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Cape  Colon}',  Dr.  Hutchinson,  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Cooper. 

Cox. — On  January  5  Mr.  Cox,  landlord  of  the  Red  Lion 
Hotel,  and  formerly  a  chemist,  Slcaford.  Deceased  committed 
suicide  by  severing  the  main  arteries  of  his  right  arm. 

Dennis. — On  January  5,  Mr.  J.  E.  Dennis,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Nottingham.  Aged  65  Mr.  Dennis  had  been  for 
many  years  the  head  of  the  firm  of  Dennis  &c  Roberts, 
14  Clumber  Street,  Nottingham. 

Foster —On  December  25,  Mr.  F.  Foster,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Brighton.    Aged  92 

Frost. — On  November  2t.  Mr.  R  K.  Frost,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Sunderland.    Aged  62. 

HART. — On  January  7,  at  Brighton,  Mr.  Ernest  Hart, 
M.R.C.S.,  D.C.L.  (Durham),  editor  of  the  British  Medical 
Journal.  Mr.  Hart  was  in  bis  62nd  year,  and  for  a  long 
time  had  been  in  broken  health.     Only  three  months  since 


Photo  by  Van  der'Weyde,  182  Regent  Street. 

he  bore  courageously  the  operation  of  amputation  of  the  leg, 
and  sustained  the  shosk  better  than  his  friends  feared.  But 
his  constitution  was  a  very  fragile  one,  and  the  fatal  result 
was  not  unexpected.  Mr.  Ernest  Hart  had  been  for  many  years 
an  active  worker  in  all  the  politics  of  the  medic-jl  profession, 
and  his  name  and  presence  were  familiar  in  pharmaceutical 
as  well  as  in  medical  circles.  In  his  younger  days  he  acquired 
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some  reputation  as  an  ophthalmic  surgeon,  but  medical 
journalism  was  the  work  of  his  life,  and  the  British  Medical 
Journal  as  it  now  exists  is  the  monument  of  his  ability.  At 
the  age  of  22  he  became  associated  with  the  Lancet,  and  had 
the  benefit  of  working  under  the  direction  of  Thomas  Wakley, 
its  founder  and  editor.  Eight  years  later,  at  the  age  of  30, 
Mr.  Hart  was  first  appointed  editor  of  the  British  Medical 
Journal.  It  was  at  that  time  a  journal  of  but  small  circula- 
tion, and  of  quite  secondary  importance.  Mr.  Hart 
soon  made  his  influence  felt.  For  some  reason,  however,  his 
journalistic  activity  was  interrupted  for  a  few  years,  and  other 
men  occupied  the  editorial  chair  of  the  British  Medical  Asso- 
ciation. After  one  or  two  experiments  Mr.  Hirt  was  reappointed 
and  remained  in  chief  control  until  his  death.  Of  late  years 
the  editorial  pages  of  the  B.M  J.  have  been  somewhat  dis- 
figured by  a  too  frequent  eulogy  of  Mr  Ernest  Hart,  but  this 
circumstance  by  no  means  detracts  from  the  value  of  the 
solid  work  which  that  gentleman  accomplished  during  his 
public  career.  He  has  written  largely  and  vigorously  on  all 
subjects  connected  with  the  public  health,  including  the  sale 
of  poisons.  In  addition  to  his  articles  in  the  British  Medical 
Journal,  Mr.  Hart  wrote  occasionally  in  the  Nineteenth 
Century,  the  Century,  the  Forum,  and  other  periodicals.  He 
contributed  chapters  on  cholera  and  on  vaccination  to  the 
great  "  System  of  Medicine  "no  win  course  of  publication  under 
the  editorship  of  Professor  Clifford  Allbutt,  and  a  chapter 
on  waterborne  diseases  to  the  "  Twentieth  Century  Practice  of 
Medicine."  He  was  the  author  of  reports  on  the  influence 
of  milk  in  spreading  zymotic  disease,  on  vaccination,  water- 
borne  typhoid,  &c,  which  have  been  recognised  as  of  great 
value  by  medical  officers  of  health  and  epidemiological 
authorities.  He  wrote  also  on  the  ancient  arts  and  artists 
of  Japan,  a  subject  on  which  he  had  qualified  himself  to 
speak  by  a  visit  to  Japan,  and  by  the  formation  and  study  of 
one  of  the  best  collections  of  specimens  of  Japanese  art  in 
Europe.  In  1893  Mr.  Hart  received  the  honorary  degree  of 
D.C.L.  from  the  University  of  Durham,  and  it  is  understood 
that  a  similar  honour  would  have  been  conferred  upon  him 
by  the  McGill  University  had  he  been  able  to  attend  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association  held  last 
August  at  Montreal.  Mr.  Hart  married  a  daughter  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Rowland,  of  the  Macassar  oil  firm.  Mrs.  Hart  is 
herself  well  known  as  an  accomplished  writer  and  a  philan- 
thropic worker. 

Horton. — On  January  6,  at  "  Erinscot,"  Boscombe,  Hilda 
Margaret  Horton,  the  only  surviving  child  of  Arthur  T. 
Horton,  pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  23. 

Humphreys.  —  Mr.  John  David  Humphreys,  general 
manager  of  Messrs.  A.  S.  Watson  &  Co.,  chemists  and 
druggists,  of  Hong-Kong,  died  at  Folkestone,  on  January  8. 
Mr.  Humphreys  went  out  to  Hong-Kong  in  1867,  and  secured 
an  appointment  as  bookkeeper  with  Messrs.  Watson.  Owing 
to  his  exceptional  business  aptitude  he  became,  in  conjunction 
with  Mr.  Hunt,  another  member  of  the  staff,  a  proprietor  of 
the  firm  on  the  retirement  of  the  previous  partners.  Sub- 
sequently he  purchased  Mr.  Hunfs  interest  and  became  sole 
proprietor.  Under  his  management  the  business  rapidly 
increased,  branches  being  established  in  the  principal  ports 
in  China.  In  1886  it  was  turned  into  a  public  company,  in 
which,  however,  Mr  Humphreys  retained  a  large  interest 
and  continued  as  general  manager.  Mr.  Humphreys  was  a 
prominent  public  man,  and,  besides  his  interest  in  many  public 
companies,  was  known  as  a  prominent  sportsman,  he  being  for 
a  number  of  years  a  Steward  of  the  Hong-Kong  Jockey  Club. 
He  was  understood  to  be  retiring  from  active  business  owing 
to  an  affection  of  the  heart  from  which  he  suffered,  and 
from  which  he  died. 

Pride. — On  January  9,  of  pneumonia,  Arthur  Edwin  Pride, 
chemist  and  druggist,  Church  Street,  Bradford.    Aged  47. 

Stacet. — On  January  7,  at  Elmhnrst,  Tottenham,  after  a 
short  illness,  Mary,  the  beloved  wife  of  Samuel  Lloyd  Stacey, 
J.P.  (of  the  firm  of  Corbyn,  Stacey  &  Co.,  Limited),  in  her 
71st  year. 

Strain.  —  On  January  4,  Mr  Thomas  Albert  Strain, 
chemist  and  druggist,  of  Sheffield.  Aged-  58.  Mr.  Strain, 
a  native  of  Biomsgrove,  Birmingham,  was  apprenticed  in 
Sheffield,  and  later  commenced  business  on  his  own  account  at 
223  Upper  Allen  Street.  He  remained  in  business  there  for 
thirty-two  years,  retiring  from  active  management  because 


of  ill  health.  He  took  an  active  part  in  Conservative  politics, 
and  served  for  several  years  as  a  Guardian  of  the  Sheffield 
Union. 

Wilson.— On  December  26,  Mr.  Isaac  Wilson,  Crook, 
Durham.    Aged  55. 


Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  &  Co  ,  4  Jewry  Street,  E.C , 
send  us  the  January  number  of  the  Quarterly  Therapeutic 
Review  which  they  publish.  It  is  a  record  of  new  remedies, 
with  some  good  therapeutical  notes  and  formul?e,  and  is  a 
useful  publication. 

The  Jeyes'  Sanitary  Compounds  Company,  64  Canncn 
Street,  E.C.,  have  been  awarded  a  bronze  medal  by  The 
Sanitary  Institute  of  Great  Britain  for  Jeyes'  Fluid  exhibited 
at  the  recent  Medical  Congress  at  Leeds.  This  brings  up  the 
total  number  of  awards  held  by  the  company  to  102. 

Messrs.  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  48  and  50  South- 
wark  Street,  S.E.,  are  sending  out  to  their  customers  a  well 
got  up  booklet  containing  fifteen  reproductions  of  photo- 
graphs of  their  premises,  each  picture  being  accompanied  by' 
a  description  of  the  department  illustrated.  It  gives  a  good 
idea  of  the  excellent  equipment  of  the  house,  and  the 
thoroughness  with  which  they  do  things.  In  a  note 
at  the  end  they  say  they  will  be  pleased  to  see 
(and  show  over  their  laboratories)  any  of  their  pharmacist 
friends  who  may  be  sufficiently  interested  to  pay  them  &- 
personal  visit,  which  invitation  they  especially  extend  to 
students  preparing  for  pharmaceutical  examinations. 

Messrs.  Charles  Southwell  &  Co.,  Dockhead,  E.„ 
send  us  samples  of  dried  and  fresh-cut  orange  and  lemon 
peels  prepared  by  themselves.  All  the  samples  exhibit- 
carefulness  in  preparation  ;  the  pieces  are  narrow,  and  from 
one  to  two  inches  in  length.  The  colour  is  good,  and  the 
aroma  and  taste  full  and  natural.  Messrs.  Southwell  are 
very  large  importers  of  lemons  and  oranges,  which  they 
employ  in  the  manufacture  of  marmalade  and  candied-peelT 
and  they  are  able  to  select  the  finest  peel  for  pharmaceutical) 
purposes,  the  operation  being  superintended  by  a  phar- 
macist. 

Messrs.  Southall  Brothers  &  Barclay,  of  Birming- 
ham, have  just  opened  a  bacteriological  laboratory,  as  an 
addition  to  their  scientific  department.  In  a  circular  which 
they  have  issued  we  observe  that  the  examination  of  water, 
milk  and  butter  for  pathogenic  and  other  micro-organisms- 
are  specially  dealt  with,  but  we  understand  that  the  work  of 
the  laboratory  will  not  be  confined  to  such  specimens,  and 
that  sputa  and  similar  pathological  specimens  will  be 
examined  for  aiding  in  the  diagnosis  of  suspected  cases  of 
cholera,  typhoid,  diphtheria,  &c.  The  fees  to  be  charged 
are  moderate. 

Messrs.  Fox,  Fultz  &  Co.,  31  Warren  Street,  New  York, 
and  18  Blackstone  Street.  Boston,  U.S.A.,  have  issued  a  new 
edition  of  their  catalogue  of  druggists'  glassware  and  sun- 
dries. It  is  a  book  of  over  200  pages,  with  several  illustrations 
on  each  page.  We  notice  many  convenient  pieces  of  apparatus, 
several  of  them  distinctly  American,  and  not  usually  found' 
in  use  in  this  country.  An  ingenious  apparatus  for  making 
suppositories  by  compression  is  figured,  and  the  "  Diamond  "' 
ointment-block  of  impervious  paper,  from  which  the  sheets- 
of  paper  are  torn  off  and  destroyed  after  making  an  ointment 
thereon,  is  a  great  saver  of  time  in  cleaning  ointment-slabs. 

In  our  note  respecting  the  late  Mr.  R.  W.  Giles  last  week 
we  mentioned  his  association  with  Dr.  de  Vrij  in  the  manu  - 
facture of  the  liquid  extract  of  cinchona  by  De  Vrij's  process, 
and  we  stated  that  he  subsequently  sold  out  his  plant  and 
stock  to  Messrs.  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.  Messrs.  H.  E. 
Stevenson  &  Co.,  of  130  South wark  Street,  ask  us  to  make  it 
clear  that  the  rights  in  this  preparation  were  sold  to  the  late 
firm  of  Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Stevenson,  and  that  since  the 
dissolution  of  partnership  their  firm  as  well  as  the  firm  of 
Fletcher,  Fletcher  &  Co.  prepare  it.  Messrs.  H.  E.  Stevenson 
&  Co.  add  that  they  will  be  glad  to  send  a  free  sample  of  the 
extract  to  any  pharmacist  interested.  It  fulfils  the  require- 
ments of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  but  is  perfectly  miscible  with- 
distilled  water.  They  have  recently  adapted  the  process  to 
the  manufacture  of  miscible  extracts  of  coca,  kola,  and  other 
drugs. 
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Zbc  Miuter  Session. 


ABERDEEN  JUNIOR  CHEMISTS'  ASSOCIATION. 

At  a  meeting  held  on  Friday,  January  7,  Mr.  R.  Leslie 
(Honorary  President)  occupying  the  chair,  the  subject  was 
a  "  Municipal  Election,"  the  candidates  being  Mr.  A.  Murray 
(Temperance),  Mr.  F.  Milne  (Progressive),  Mr.  P.  Tavendale 
(Independent).  After  the  candidates  had  given  their 
speeches  they  were  subject  to  a  severe  "  heckling,"  the 
principal  subjects  touched  being;  municipalisation  of  the 
tramways  the  liquor  traffic,  the  bathing-station,  open 
spaces,  housing  of  the  poor,  erection  of  public  baths,  street- 
noises,  and  the  opening  of  the  Art  Galleries  on  Sunday.  On 
a  vote  being  taken,  the  temperance  candidate  was  elected  by 
a  small  majority. 


SOCIETY  OF  CHEMICAL  INDUSTRY. 
Manchester  Section. 

There  was  a  full  attendance  at  the  last  meeting  of  this 
Section,  held  on  January  7,  at  the  rooms  of  the  Chemical 
Club.  Dr.  Gerland  showed  a  greatly  improved  Westphal 
balance,  made  by  Kuhlmann,  and  whichhe  found  very  handy 
for  taking  the  sp.  gr.  of  extracts  and  such-like  pharmaceu- 
tical preparations  with  precision  and  ease. 

CHINESE  WOOD-OIL, 

of  which  some  samples  were  shown  by  Mr.  G.  Hurst,  proved 
to  be  interesting,  owing  to  its  having  the  peculiar  property 
of  setting  into  a  solid  when  heated  to  500°  F.,  forming  a 
mass  very  similar  to  beeswax  in  appearance,  and  of  much 
the  same  consistency,  but  insoluble  in  ethers,  carbon  bisul- 
phide, and  all  such  solvents.  Mr.  J.  Cabter  Bell  then  read  a 
paper  on  the  "  Oxygen-test  for  Sewage  and  other  Effluents," 
explaining  the  method  he  employed,  and  accounting  for 
important  differences  between  his  analyses  for  the  Salford 
Sewage-works  and  those  of  Mr.  Scudder,  conducted  on 
behalf  of  the  Mersey  and  Irwell  Joint  Committee.  As  Mr.  | 
Scudder  was  too  ill  to  be  present,  the  discussion  was  ad- 
journed. 


PHARMACEUTICAL  SOCIETY  OF  IRELAND. 

The  usual  fortnightly  evening  meeting  was  held  at  67  Lower 
Mount  Street,  Dublin,  on  Monday,  the  President  (Mr.  R.  J. 
Downes)  in  the  chair. 
Mr.  A.  L.  Doran  contributed  a  paper  on 

Chemistry  at  the  Dispensing-counter. 

In  the  introductory  part  of  this  paper  the  author  emphasised 
the  accurate  observation  by  students  of  chemistry,  and 
insisted  that  no  great  discoveries  in  the  science  have  been 
made  by  mere  chance  :  true  and  increasing  knowledge,  and 
laborious  experiment  form  the  groundwork  of  progress  in 
the  building  up  of  science.  This  is  as  true  of  pharma- 
ceutical chemistry  as  of  any  other  branch  of  chemical 
knowledge.  He  took  tie  following  case  of  incompati- 
bility :— 

Sodii  phosphit  5iss. 

Plumbi  acet.  ...       ...       ...       ...  3ss. 

Ext.  ergotfe  liq  5j. 

Aq.  dest.  ad  ...       ...       ...       ...  §viij. 

It  is  a  very  elementary  piece  of  knowledge  to  recognise 
the  ergot  and  lead  as  incompatible,  and  as  the  precipitate 
formed  in  such  cases  may  be  diffused  by  shaking,  it  is  quite 
possible  that  such  a  mixture  or  mess  would  give  the  thera- 
peutic result  sought.  But,  recollecting  that  it  is  characteristic 
of  lead  to  form  insoluble  salts,  and  possibly  knowing,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  that  an  insoluble  ortho-phosphate  of  lead  is 
formed,  the  careful  compounder,  mindful  of  his  chemical  lore 
Berthollet's  convenient  formula— that  two  substances  in  and 
solution  will  interact  if  it  be  possible  by  such  interaction  to 
produce  a  third  substance  less  soluble  than  either  of  the 
original  ones — will  see  at  once  that  the  mixture  is  an  impos- 
sible one,  and  will  take  steps  accordingly.  The  reaction  be- 
tween the  lead  acetate  and  the  disodium  hydrogen  phosphate 
in  the  above  mixture  may  be  represented  thus  :  — 

3(Pb(Ac  )2)  +  2(Na2HP04)  =  Pb5  (P04)3  +  4NaHC  +  2HHC 

The  free  acetic  formed  during  the  reaction  does  not  in- 


fluence the  result,  as  lead  ortho-phosphate  is  formed  in  the 
presence  of  even  glacial  acetic  acid. 

The  intelligent  dispenser  whose  curiosity  has  been  aroused 
by  some  such  reaction  as  the  above  arising  out  of  his  work 
will  naturally  seek  to  carry  the  explanation  just  so  far  as  his 
knowledge  extends,  and  must  therefore,  at  the  outset  of  his 
inquiry,  become  acquainted  with  a  matter  which  touches  his 
work  of  compounding  intimately — viz  ,  converting  substances 
into  solutions.  The  question  naturally  arises,  what  happens 
to  a  salt  when,  in  popular  phrase,  it  "sucks  up,"  or 
more  formally  enters  into  a  state  of  solution  ?  —  a  state 
which  is  found  to  promote  chemical  action  so  strongly,  and 
which  is  often  apparently  an  absolutely  necessary  antecedent 
condition  for  effecting  such  reaction.  A  vast  amount  of 
work  has  been  done  on  this  subject,  and  two  theories  have 
been  in  the  field  for  some  time — the  theory  of  "ions."  and 
the  hydrate  theory.  At  present  the  evidence  in  favour  of 
the  former  is  so  overwhelming,  and  so  many  experimental 
facts  are  explained  by  its  means,  that  the  onus  probandi  un- 
doubtedly rests  with  the  upholders  of  the  hydrate  theory. 

The  author  gave  an  account  of  the  rise  of  the  ionisation 
theory  and  its  applications.  As  we  have  recently  (C.  D.r 
vol.  li ,  p.  867)  reported  in  full  a  lecture  on  the  same  subject 
by  Professor  James  Walker,  we  refer  those  interested  to  that 
report,  Mr.  Doran  having  gone  over  much  the  same  ground, 
but  more  briefly,  and  showing  that  such  depths  of  profound 
knowledge  are  frequently  touched  by  the  thinking  and 
philosophic  compounder. 

After  remarks  from  Drs.  Walsh  and  McWalter,  Mr.  Doran 
was  heartily  thanked  for  his  paper. 


GLASGOW  AND  WEST  OF  SCOTLAND 
PHARMACEUTICAL  ASSOCIATION. 

There  was  a  very  small  attendance  at  the  meeting 
held  on  Tuesday  evening,  and  important  business  on  the 
agenda  was  delayed  till  next  meeting.  The  President 
(Mr.  W.  L.  Currie)  was  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Alexander  Lains 
read  a  paper  on  "  The  Ubiquitous  Microbe,"  which  was  a 
criticism  on  a  "  dissertation  on  the  origin,  propagation,  and 
prevention  of  phthisis"  contained  in  one  of  the  "Fragments" 
of  Professor  Tyndall  recently  presented  to  the  Association's 
Library  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Conference.  The  subject- 
matter  of  the  article  had  been  extracted  from  a  memoir  by 
Dr.  George  Cornet,  of  Berlin,  one  of  Dr.  Koch's  colleagues. 
Tyndall  simply  accepted  Dr.  Cornet's  inferences,  and  passed 
them  on — the  tubercle-bacillus  bristling  in  every  page.  This 
"  Fragment,"  Mr.  Laing  said,  was  worthy  to  rank  with  the 
penny  dreadfuls  or  shilling  shockers  of  our  literary  world, 
and  it  looked  as  if  their  fatherly  Town  Council  in  Glasgow 
had  been  infected  by  it  when  it  issued  a  handbill  lately, 
instructing  citizens  and  heads  of  households  how,  when,  and 
where  to  spit ;  with  which  heroic  effort  began  and  ended  its 
educational  endeavours  to  expel  the  consumptive  microbe. 
Mr.  Laing's  criticism  of  the  work  was  conceived  in  a  some- 
what bantering  tone.  He  added  some  personal  reminiscences 
of  phthisical  cases  which  were  supplemented  by  the 
President. 


Mills  of  Deceaseo  Chemists. 


The  will  of  Mr.  Watkin  Jones  Thomas,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Aberdare,  who  died  on  September  4,  is  proved  by  Mr. 
Watkin  Jones  Thomas  and  Mr.  Thos.  Phillips,  by  whom  the 
testator's  personalty  is  sworn  at  14,345/.  2s.  YLd.  gross,  and 
5,880/.  17s.  net. 

The  will  of  Mr.  Wm.  H.  Parker,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Nottingham,  who  died  last  June,  has  been  proved  by  Mr. 
Herbert  Lancashire,  8  Park  Terrace,  Nottingham,  the  acting 
executor  of  the  testator,  whose  personalty  is  sworn  at 
1  254/.  15s.  6d.  gross,  and  910/.  4s.  9d.  net. 

The  will,  with  a  codicil,  of  Mr.  John  Bristed,  chemist  and 
druggist,  St  Peter's  Road,  Margate,  who  died  on  Julv  15,  is 
proved  by  Mr.  S  B.  Tucker,  45  and  46  Gutter  Lane,  E.C.,  and 
Mr.  George  Jump,  of  Edinburgh,  power  to  prove  hereafter 
being  reserved  for  Mr.  John  Bristed,  the  son,  and  other 
executor  named  in  the  will.  The  testator's  personalty  is 
sworn  at  955/.  19s.  3d.  gross,  and  552/.  19s.  Id.  net. 
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A MEETING  of  the  Council  of  the  P.A.T.A.  was  held  at 
Anderton's  Hotel,  London,  on  January  12.  The  Presi- 
dent (Mr.  W.  Jones)  occupied  the  chair,  and  there  were  also 
present : — Messrs.  A.  Tebbutt  (Vice-President),  Charles 
Sanger,  G.  R.  Barclay,  W.  T.  Powell,  John  Shorrock,  W.  A. 
Gilligan,  W.  Beetham,  A.  Cooper.  W.  R.  Barnes,  and  P.  F. 
Rowsell  (Exeter). 

The  report  of  the  executive  committee  was  adopted,  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Rowsell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Tebbutt. 
The  report  stated  that : — 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Council  the  following  twelve  firms 
Slave  joined  the  Manufacturers'  Section  of  the  Association : — 
Newton,  Chambers  &  Co.,  Sheffield. 
Ross  &  Co.,  Twickenham. 
R.  Hendrie  &  Co.,  King  Street,  W. 

B.  and  G-.  Alkan,  Hereford  Road,  W. 
Edme  (Limited),  New  London  Street,  E.C. 
Fullers  (Limited),  Strand,  W.C. 

E.  A.  Holloway,  Torquay. 

Quelch  &  Co.,  Ludgate  Square,  E  C. 

Valnera  Company,  Liverpool. 

C.  S.  Dent  &  Co.,  Farriugdon  Avenue,  E.C. 
Distillers  Company  (Limited),  Edinburgh. 
E.  G.  Hughes,  Manchester. 

During  the  same  period  there  Las  been  an  increase  in  the  Retail 
■Section  of  352. 

Meeting*  of  the  trade  have  been  organised  and  attended  by  the 
Secretary  at  Chester,  Derby,  Leeds,  Scarborough,  Belfast,  Dublin, 
;and  Birmingham.  At  each  meeting  resolutions  in  support  of  the 
Association  were  passed,  and  local  chemists'  associations  have 
been  formed  at  Chester,  Derby,  Scarborough,  and  Dublin.  The 
Birmingham  Association  passed  a  special  resolution  deprecating 
the  formation  of  individual  agreements. 

The  Assistant-Secretary  has  visited  and  canvassed  Ashton, 
Blackpool,  Harrogate,  Leeds,  Manchester,  Oldham,  Rotherham, 
Selby,  Sheffield,  Southport,  Stockport,  York,  and  several  of  the 
smaller  towns  in  these  districts.  He  reported  that  the  work  of 
the  Association  is  best  appreciated  in  the  centre  of  large  cities 
and  their  well-to-do  suburbs,  and  in  watering-places.  Most  of 
-these  towns  have  been  organised  and  provided  with  the  services 
of  efficient  honorary  secretaries.  Over  thirty  new  secretaries  have 
been  appointed  during  the  period. 

It  was  found  that  the  Munyon  Remedies  Company  were  sup- 
plying firms  on  the  prohibited  list  of  the  Association.  The 
■executive  committee  have  asked  them  to  discontinue  doing  so  or 
■retire  from  the  Association,  and  are  now  awaiting  their  reply  from 
America. 

A  number  of  proprietors  have  been  written  to  and  interviewed 
in  reference  to  their  adding  their  articles  to  the  list,  and  the  ques- 
tion is  still  under  the  favourable  consideration  of  many  of  them. 

An  appeal  has  been  made  for  donations  to  the  funds,  and  up  to 
ihe  present  the  sum  of  115?.  0s.  2d.  has  been  received. 

The  report  then  dealt  with  the  proposals  of  the  Grocery 
Section,  advocating  a  minimum  profit  of  12j  per  cent.,  and 
.  suggesting  that  "  any  firm  who  guaranteed  a  minimum 
profit  of  at  least  12h  per  cent,  should  be  welcomed  as  mem- 
bers of  the  Association,  whether  they  made  use  of  the  Asso- 
ciation's plan,  or  preferred  working  upon  their  own  lines," 
also  putting  forward  their  scheme  for  the  governing  com- 
mittee of  the  Grocery  Section.  The  Secretary  had  seen 
several  prominent  wholesale  grocers  in  London,  and  had 
been  informed  by  them  that  the  views  of  the  great  majority 
•of  London  wholesale  grocers  are  that  the  trade  in  proprietary 
articles  is  not  considered  a  profitable  branch  of  the  business, 
and  as  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  possibility  of  securing 
to  them  a  remunerative  wholesale  profit,  they  would  be  in- 
clined to  welcome  direct  dealing  between  the  manufacturers 
and  the  retail  trade.  The  executive  committee,  in  the 
report,  now  suggested  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to 
write  individually  to  the  wholesale  grocers  throughout  the 
country,  asking  their  views  upon  the  matter,  in  order  that 
some  decision  might  be  arrived  at  as  to  the  advisability  of 
forming  the  Wholesale  Grocery  Section. 

In  regard  to  the  Photographic  Section,  a  letter  from  the 
Plate  and  Paper  Makers'  Association  in  reply  to  a  deputation 
■which  had  waited  upon  them  was  read.  It  was  politely 
stated  that  the  Association,  while  feeling  that  the  two  bodies 
were  working  with  the  same  ends  in  view,  thought  it  would 
be  inadvisable  to  join  the  P.A.T.A. 

In  face-  of  that  letter  it  wa>  considered  wise  not  to 


take  any  definite  action  in  connection  with  the  Photographic 
Section  without  first  consulting  the  retail  members  of  the 
Association.  A  meeting  of  the  photographic  dealers  of  Leeds 
was  held  in  November,  and  a  resolution  in  favour  of  co-oper- 
ation with  the  P.A.T.A.  was  passed,  and  the  Secretary  had 
found  in  the  North  and  in  Ireland  an  unanimous  opinion 
among  photographic  dealers  in  keeping  with  the  Leeds  reso- 
lution. The  executive  suggested,  therefore,  that  a  course 
similar  to  that  suggested  by  the  Grocery  Section  should  be 
adopted — namely,  (1)  that  all  makers  of  photographic  pro- 
prietaries be  invited  to  become  members  of  the  Association, 
provided  a  retail  profit  of  at  least  20  per  cent,  is  guaranteed  ; 
(2)  that  a  list  of  such  articles  be  published  month  by  month 
in  the  Anti-cutting  Record  ;  (3)  that  the  Association  use 
its  utmost  endeavours  to  secure  for  such  proprietors  the 
goodwill  of  the  photographic  dealers  ;  (4)  that  immediate 
steps  be  taken  by  the  Association's  secretaries  in  the  various 
districts  to  organise  local  committees  of  photographic  dealers  ; 
(5)  that  a  committee  to  deal  with  the  Photographic  Section 
should  be  formed,  to  consist  of  every  member  of  the  Manu- 
facturers'and  Wholesale  Sections,  and  ten  retail  members  of 
the  Photographic  Section  be  elected  by  their  fellow-mem- 
bers;  (6)  that  such  a  committee  be  enrolled  for  the  first 
twelve  months,  when  the  advisability  of  making  other 
arrangements  will  be  taken  into  account ;  (7)  that  nine  repre- 
sentatives, in  accordance  with  the  former  resolution  of  the 
Council,  be  elected  by  that  committee  to  serve  upon  this 
Council.  The  executive  committee  recommend  that  the 
subscriptions  to  the  Photographic  Section  should  date  from 
the  formation  of  this  committee. 

Instructions  were  given  to  the  Secretary  to  carry  out  the 
various  suggestions  contained  in  the  report. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  subscriptions  now  run  for  one 
year  from  date  of  payment,  instead  of,  as  formerly,  from 
January  to  December  of  each  year,  it  was  decided  that 
the  financial  year  should  end  on  March  31,  so  that  it  might 
coincide  with  the  termination  of  the  term  of  office  of  the 
present  Council. 

A  suggestion  from  various  retail  members  that  the  Council 
of  the  Association  should  communicate  with  the  Revenue 
authorities  as  to  the  advisability  of  supplying  patent-medi- 
cine stamps  in  perforated,  as  well  as  imperforated,  sheets 
was  considerad.  A  difference  of  opinion  existed,  and  as 
another  meeting  was  to  immediately  follow  there  was  no 
time  for  the  subject  to  be  thoroughly  discussed.  It  was 
therefore  decided  to  take  no  action. 

On  the  motion  of  the  President  it  was  decided  to  recom- 
mend the  manufacturers  not  to  allow  their  full  discount  to 
wholesale  houses  who  are  not  members  of  the  Association, 
the  meeting  being  strongly  of  opinion  that  it  was  unfair 
that  certain  wholesale  houses,  who  were  not  supporting  the 
movement  as  members,  should  reap  largely-increased  profits 
from  the  work  of  the  Association. 

Photographic  Section. 

A  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Photographic  Section 
was  held  immediately  after  the  Council  meeting,  and  was 
presided  over  by  the  President.  The  meeting  was  called  to 
consider  what  future  course  of  action  should  be  taken  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  plate  and  paper  makers  had 
decided  to  carry  on  their  own  protective  scheme  by  means 
of  their  own  organisation.  Mr.  Denham,  of  Leeds,  moved, 
and  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Liverpool,  seconded,  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  carried  unanimously  : — ■ 

That  immediate  action  should  be  taken  by  the  Photographic 
Section,  to  proceed  upon  the  lines  suggested,  in  the  report  of  the 
executive  committee  (see  report  quoted  above). 

It  was  also  decided  to  ask  the  various  local  chemists' 
associations  to  assist  in  the  work  of  organising  local  com- 
mittees of  photographic  dealers  in  their  neighbourhood. 


Beoxze  Articles  are  best  cleaned  by  the  use  of  a  paste 
of  powdered  chicory  and  water.  The  paste  is  rubbed  well 
over  the  surface  with  a  stiff  brush,  then  allowed  to  dry,  rinsed 
off  with  running  water,  and  dry  in  the  sun. 

"  I  wish  to  see  the  proprietor,"  said  he,  as  he  entered  the 
office  of  the  manufacturer  of  the  Never  Fail  Cold-cure. 
"  He  is  at  home,  ill,"  replied  the  bookkeeper.  "What  ails 
him  1 "    "  He's  had  a  terrible  cold  for  the  last  six  weeks." 
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AT  the  Croydon  Bankruptcy  Court  on  January  12,  Richard 
Cooper,  formerly  a  solicitor,  of  Croydon,  now  a  convict 
undergoing  five  years'  penal  servitude  for  shooting  his  wife, 
was  brought  up  in  custody  for  his  public  examination.  The 
principal  part  of  the  examination  related  to  his  transactions 
with  Mr.  F.  D.  Hayward,  of  the  Mackenzie  Drug  Company 
(Limited).  Mr.  Hayward  is  not  a  registered  chemist  and 
•druggist. 

In  reply  to  the  Official  Receiver,  the  debtor  said  he  com- 
menced practice  in  1879  with  a  capital  of  about  1,000/. 
His  scheduled  debts  amounted  to  14  268/.  Having  given 
details  of  various  moneys  received  by  him  from  time  to  time 
from  clients  and  others  for  investment  on  mortgages,  totalling 
the  sum  just  mentioned,  the  debtor  said  he  first  became 
acquainted  with  Mr.  F.  D.  Hayward  in  June,  1895,  when  he 
<was  instructed  to  sue  the  Mackenzie  Drug  Company 
(Limited).  Hayward  was  practically  the  company.  The 
company  settled  his  claim,  and  in  the  following  September 
he  lent  Hayward  20/.  It  was  only  a  temporary  loan,  and  he 
had  no  security.  By  March,  1896,  he  had  advanced 
him  460/.  in  driblets,  and  three  months  later 
4iis  indebtedness  had  increased  to  1,500/.,  still  without 
security.  At  the  time  Hayward  was  building  at  Thornton 
Heath,  and  most  of  the  money  went  in  that  way.  He  (the 
debtor)  heldabuildingagreementfor  some  time,  but  Hayward 
had  it  back,  having  got  a  lot  of  money  out  of  other  people  in 
respect  to  the  same  transactions.    By  the  end  of  September, 

1896,  the  loans  to  Hayward  amounted  to  2,283/.  15,s\,  and  he 
was  then  practically  financing  him,  making  him  advances  in 
the  hope  of  getting  his  other  money  back.  All  the  advances 
were  made  by  cheque,  and  at  the  end  of  1896  Hayward  owed 
fhim  3,277/.  12s.  for  which  there  was  practically  no  security. 
Just  about  this  time  Hayward  said  he  was  bringing  out  a 
company  for  the  erection  of  a  hydropathic  establishment  at 
Oban,  and  that  he  would  be  able  to  repay  the  whole  of  the 
money  in  the  ensuing  week.  In  March,  1897,  however,  his 
indebtedness  had  reached  5,224/.  6s.  8rZ.,  but  there  had  been 
several  credits,  no  part  of  which  the  debtor  retained  for  him- 
self. Hayward  then  told  him  that  he  was  negotiating  for  the 
•erection  of  a  Hotel  Metropole  at  Southend,  and  that  the 
freeholder  was  going  to  advance  him  45,000/.    In  June, 

1897,  his  account  stood  at  5,870/.  lis.  8d.,  which  in  Sep- 
tembrr  had  increased  to  9,328/.  16s.  Id.,  and  Hayward  was 
getting  several  thousands  from  other  sources.  He  had  never 
repudiated  owing  the  money.  Hayward  was  the  initiator  of 
his  downfall,  and  had  it  not  been  for  his  foolishly  going  on 
with  these  transactions  he  would  not  have  been  in  his 
present  position. 

By  Mr.  Gunnell  (who  appeared  for  Hayward)  :  Out  of  the 
15,000/.  he  advanced  to  Hayward  he  received  back  about 
•5,000/.,  none  of  which  he  used  himself.  He  endorsed  bills 
for  Hayward  to  assist  him  in  repaying  the  loans. 

To  the  Official  Receiver  :  He  knew  Hayward  as  a  chemist, 
.a  company  promoter,  and  a  builder  and  contractor,  and  he 
(the  debtor)  paid  his  debts  when  he  was  sued.  He  did  not 
know  why  the  Metropole  transaction  fell  through,  unless  it 
was  a  bogus  transaction. 

By  Mr.  Hood  (debtor's  solicitor)  :  He  issued  a  writ  before 
'his  arrest.  He  had  been  trying  to  get  money  from  Hayward 
every  day,  but  he  said  he  was  in  desperate  straits.  Hayward 
had  a  revolver  in  his  office  in  Gracechurch  Street,  and  he 
declared  that  he  would  commit  suicide  if  anything  happened 
to  him  (Cooper)  as  "  he  could  not  appear  in  Croydon  or 
before  his  friends  knowing  that  he  had  been  his  ruin." 
That  was  the  day  before  the  debtor  shot  his  wife.  Up  to 
that  time  he  had  never  suggested  that  he  did  not  owe  him 
anything.  When  he  issued  his  writ  claiming  9,000/.  or 
10,000/.  Hayward  filed  an  affidavit  under  Order  14,  that 
being  the  first  intimation  he  had  of  his  intention  to  repudiate 
the  debt. 

Mr.  Hood,  in  view  of  the  serious  nature  of  the  case,  asked 
for  an  adjournment. 

The  Registrar  said  he  did  not  wish  to  bring  the  debtor 
down  again. 

The  Debtor  (laughing):  I  don't  mind  coming;  it  will  be 
another  little  holiday.  (Laughter.) 
The  adjournment  was  granted. 


Chinoval  is  the  name  given  to  an  oily  compound  (?)  of 
quinine  and  chloral  which  has  been  introduced  by  a  German 
apotheker  as  an  antiseptic  equal  in  power  to  mercuric 
chloride.  It  is  useful  to  know  that  this  mixture  is  mentioned 
for  this  purpose,  but  we  question  if  it  is  a  compound,  or  that 
it  differs  from  a  mixture  of  quinine  sulphate  and  chloral 
hydrate. 

Formol-albumin. — The  well-known  property  of  formal- 
dehyde in  forming  compounds  with  proteins,  which,  in 
contact  with  the  body-tissues,  slowly  give  off  the  formalde- 
hyde, has  resulted  in  the  production  and  use  of  glutol,  a 
combination  of  formaldehyde  and  gelatine.  Benedicenti  has 
prepared  a  similar  substance  by  placing  a  known  weight  of 
Merck's  dried  albumin  in  a  solution  of  formaldehyde  of 
known  strength.  The  albumin  then  absorbs  an  amount  of 
formaldehyde,  depending,  up  to  a  certain  point,  on  the 
length  of  time  it  is  left  in  contact  with  it.  After  removing 
the  albumin  from  the  formalin  and  estimating  the  per- 
centage of  formaldehyde  it  contains,  it  is  dried  and 
powdered.  A  white  powder  is  thus  obtained  with  disin- 
fecting properties  proportional  to  the  amount  of  formaldehyde 
in  it,  which  amount  can  be  reduced  by  placing  the  moist 
formol-albumin  in  a  current  of  steam. — (Brit.  Med.  Journ. 
Epit.) 

Gaiethol  (C5H4.OC.,HvOH)  is  the  monoethylic  ether  of 
pyrocatechin,  and  is  substantially  guaiacol  with  a  carbon 
atom  tacked  on  to  it.  It  is  proposed  as  a  mild  substitute  for 
guaiacol  for  treating  phthisis.  It  is  an  oily  liquid,  insoluble 
in  water  or  glycerine,  but  soluble  in  alcohol,  ether,  or 
chloroform.  It  is  precipitated  by  cold  as  colourless  crystals, 
which  melt  at  about  26°  to  28°  C. ;  it  boils  at  215°  C.  It  is 
given  in  doses  of  5  drOps  three  times  a  day  in  milk,  but 
De  Buck  does  not  think  very  highly  of  it. 

Orthoform  is  the  methylic  ester  of  amidoxybenzoic  acid. 
Einhorn  and  Heintz  say  that  it  possesses  remarkable  anal- 
gesic properties  when  locally  applied.  It  is  a  white  cry- 
stalline powder  without  taste  or  smell,  and  it  dissolves  slowly 
in  water.  Unlike  cocaine  it  is  non-poisonous.  It  may 
be  applied  to  mucous  membrane  in  powder  or  as  an  oint- 
ment. The  hydrochlorate,  which  is  very  soluble,  is  too  acid 
for  use  as  a  hypodermic  injection  or  for  applying  to  the  eye, 
but  may  be  employed  for  internal  administration  or  for 
urethral  injections.  A  saturated  solution  of  orthoform  in 
water  at  ordinary  temperatures  is  suitable  for  local  applica- 
tion, and  1\  gr.  of  the  hydrochlorate,  or  even  more,  may  be 
given  internally  several  times  a  day  without  any  incon- 
venience. 

Salitannol. — A  white  amorphous  powder,  m.p.  210°  C- 
insoluble  in  water,  ether,  and  chloroform,  but  soluble  in 
alkali  solutions.  It  is  a  condensation-product  of  salicylk- 
and  gallic  acids,  and  has  the  formula  (C,,,HluO;).  It  is  used 
as  a  dusting-powder. 

"Validol  is  a  chemical  compound  of  menthol  and  valerianic 
acid,  containing  30  per  cent,  of  free  menthol.  It  is  a  clear, 
colourless,  and  thick  liquid,  with  a  mild  and  pleasant  odour, 
and,  like  menthol,  produces  a  cool  feeling  upon  the  skin.  It 
is  made  by  Messrs.  Zimmer  &  Co.,  Frankfurt,  and  is  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  Schwersenski  (Therap.  Monatsh.)  as  a  local 
application  like  menthol,  but  it  may  also  be  used  as  a  car- 
minative and  stomachic  in  doses  of  10  to  15  drops  taken 
upon  sugar.  It  has  a  very  revivifying  effect  when  taken  in- 
ternally. 


Montreal  College  of  Pharmacy  students  sing  this  song 
when  they  are  gathered  together  socially  : — 
The  pill-machine,  our  emblem  clear, 

La  pharmacie  for  ever. 
God  save  our  Queen,  and  Heaven  bless 
The  pharmacist  for  ever. 

Anxious  to  Please.—"  Is  there  no  balm  in  Gilead  ? "  cried 
the  preacher.    The  druggist  in  the  front  pew  moved  uneasily 
and  rubbed  his  eyes.    "All  out  of  it  at  present,"  he  mur- 
mured gently  ;  "but  I  can  give  you  something  just  as  good." 
I  Afterwards  he  slept  more  peacefully. 
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A  YEAR'S   BRITISH  TRADE. 

The  Board  of  Trade  returns  for  December,  1897,  do  not  com- 
pare favourably  with  the  returns  for  the  same  month  of  1896. 
The  imports  show  a  decrease  for  the  month  of  2  286,567/. ; 
while,  on  ths  other  hand,  for  the  year  ending  December  31 
they  show  an  increase  of  9,429,779/  The  exports  show  a 
decrease  for  the  month  of  1,015,578/.,  and  for  the  twelve 
montbs  of  5,795,548/.  The  following  tables  give  particulars 
for  the  year  of  the  articles  of  interest  to  the  drug  and  allied 
trades : — 

Imports. 




12  months  ending  Dec.  31 

1896 

1897 

Alkali  

cwts. 

176,156 

227,494 

value  £ 

96,130 

109,002 

Brimstone 

cwts. 

452,565 

449,028 

value  £ 

94,012 

102,209 

Chemical  manufactures  and 

products  unenumerated  ... 

value  £ 

1,384,595 

1,356,380 

Cochineal 

cwts. 

5,697 

4,729 

value  £ 

36,658 

29,103 

Cutch  and  gambler  ... 

tons 

26,884 

25,048 

value  £ 

548,756 

418,128 

Indigo    

cwts. 

89,941 

82,526 

value  £ 

1,533,722 

1,470,574 

Saltpetre   

cwts. 

340,750 

329,614 

value  £ 

278,484 

246,699 

Oils:— 

Cocoanut   

cwts. 

219,198 

242,731 

value  £ 

249,633 

265,668 

Olive   

tons 

18,853 

15,439 

value  £ 

612,876 

515,531 

Palm   

cwts. 

1,146,241 

973,108 

value  £ 

1,204,679 

1,001,368 

Petroleum  ... 

galls. 

189,953,945 

186,706,469 

value  £ 

3,732,056 

3,351,539 

Turpentine ...   

cwts. 

498,791 

502,790 

value  £ 

490,381 

516,887 

Bark,  Peruvian 

cwts. 

35,291 

24,674 

value  £ 

61,578 

52,463 

Gums : — 

Arabic 

cwts. 

80,506 

63,208 

value  £ 

195,752 

127,611 

Lac-seed,  shell,  stick  and 

dye   

cwts. 

157,352 

177,557 

value  £ 

776,217 

751,099 

Drugs  unenumerated 

935,978 

940,185 

Spices : — 

Cinnamon  

lbs. 

1,318,980 

1,554,260 

value  £ 

43,456 

54,172 

Ginger   

cwts. 

96,217 

100,652 

value  £ 

175,435 

171,541 

Pepper 

lbs. 

26,113,001 

31,053,164 

value  £ 

301,942 

443,764 

Quicksilver  

value  £ 

3,536,928 

4,105,053 

327,729 

390,881 

Exports. 


12  months  ending  Dec.  31 

1896 

1897 

Alkali  

cwts. 

4,841,300 

4,976,118 

value  £ 

1,242,173 

1,278,690 

Bleaching  materials... 

cwts. 

1,118,400 

1,169,351 

value  £ 

406,486 

371,480 

Medicines,  comprising  drugs 

and  medicinal  preparations 

1,122,201 

1,132,636 

Quicksilver  ... 

lbs. 

2,640,847 

2,307,611 

value  £ 

230,004 

210,076 

Soap  

cwts. 

719,700 

738,564 

value  £ 

745,894 

762,248 

HOW  JAPAN  REGARDS  OPIUM. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Kenny,  H.M.  Consul  for  the  district  of  Tainan 
in  Formosa,  communicates  in  his  last  report  some  interesting 
particulars  regarding  the  way  in  which  the  Japanese  are 
managing  the  opium-business  in  the  island.  It  happens 
that  the  importation  of  opium  into  Japan  itself  is  permitted 
for  medicinal  purposes  only,  and  opium-smoking  is  treated 
there  as  a  crime  punishable  by  penal  servitude.  The 
Japanese  have  approached  the  opium-smoking  population  of 
Formosa,  therefore,  with  an  anti-opium  bias,  and  Mr.  Kenny 
informs  us  that  they  stopped  the  opium-trade,  so  far  as 
foreigners  are  concerned,  in  February,  1896,  since  when  tbe 
Government  has  held  the  monopoly  in  it.  Prices  went  up 
from  $750  and  $800  per  picul  to  $1,650,  but  the  private 
holders  did  not  succeed  in  getting  rid  of  all  their  stock 
(478  chests  of  Persian  and  4  of  Benares)  until  May,  1897, 
when  the  Government  took  it  over  at  $1,050  per  picul. 
Formosan  natives  over  20  are  not  prohibited  from  smoking 
opium  if  they  obtain  a  licence  from  the  Government 
Laboratory  at  Taipeh,  where  imported  opium  is  refined  and 
put  up  in  1-lb.  tins.  The  licences  are  of  three  kinds,  and 
cost  $3,  $2,  and  20c.  per  month  respectively.  A  holder  of 
a  first-class  licence  may  smoke  any  quality  of  opium,  but  a 
holder  of  a  second  or  third  class  licence  may  not,  under  a 
heavy  penalty,  smoke  a  higher  quality  of  opium  than  his 
ticket  indicates.  An  opium-police  has  been  established, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  watch  for  infringements.  From  April  1 
to  May  22,  1896,  the  Government  receipts  on  opium-sales 
were  $84,384,  and  from  licences  5,844/.  These  figures  show 
that  smuggling  still  goes  on.  The  three  qualities  of  opium 
made  by  the  laboratories  are  sold  at  $12,  $9,  and  $1  per  lb. 
The  first  quality  is  made  from  Benares  opium,  which  costs 
$750  per  picul.  A  third  of  it  is  lost  in  the  boiling  process, 
and  the  cost  of  boiling  is  about  $21  per  picul,  but  as  the 
Government  gets  $1,653  for  it  they  make  a  good  profit. 
Refineries  are  to  be  established  all  over  the  island,  and 
foreign  merchants  who,  through  the  monopoly,  drop 
250,000/.,  want  to  have  the  rigbt  to  distribute  the  opium. 

FORMOSA  CAMPHOR. 

Mr.  Consul  Kenny  also  reports  on  the  camphor-trade  in 
1896,  his  remarks  making  a  good  corollary  to  the  Rev. 
Duncan  Ferguson's  communication  in  the  C.  D.  of 
September  4,  1897.  The  exports  for  the  year  were 
8,001  boxes  (value  44,888/.),  or  2,144  less  than  in 
1895,  and  4,156  less  than  in  1894.  This  was  directly 
owing  to  the  rebellion  following  upon  the  stringent 
Japanese  regulations  referred  to  by  Mr.  Ferguson.  If  these 
regulations  are  continued  they  will  have  the  effect,  says  Mr. 
Kenny,  of  gradually  excluding  foreigners  from  a  business 
which  they  originated,  and  of  which  they  had  practically  a 
monopoly  before  the  Japanese  came  in.  Lately,  however, 
the  Japanese  Government  have  agreed  that  the  camphor- 
business  is  to  be  carried  on  by  foreigners  under  the  same 
conditions  as  formerly  until  the  new  treaties  come  into  force. 
If  this  is  carried  out  amicably  by  the  Government  officials 
there  would  be  a  prospect  of  the  trade  reviving,  and  as- 
suming large  proportions  ;  but  the  outlook  at  present  is  not 
reassuring.  First-cost  prices  in  the  interior  during  1896 
were : — January,  $30  ;  February  to  March,  $35  to  $40  ;  April 
to  May.  $28  to  $20 ;  June,  $17  to  $13  ;  November  to  Decem- 
ber, $28  to  $24  per  picul  (1331  lbs.). 

OLIVE  OIL. 

Commenting  upon  the  cultivation  of  the  olive  in  Italy  our 
Consul  at  Naples  states  that  the  total  produce  of  oil  is 
reckoned  at  3,350,143  hectolitres,  of  which  his  district  alone 
produces  more  than  half.  The  export  of  oil  from  Italy 
amounted  to  63,500  tons  in  1888  (the  most  recent  statistics 
available),  of  which  the  greater  proportion  is  shipped  to 
Britain  and  her  colonies.  A  determined  effort  is  being  made 
to  introduce  the  tree  at  the  Cape  and  Australasia,  to  which 
places  plants  have  been  sent  out  by  the  firm  of  Messrs. 
Dammann,  of  Naples.  The  report,  which  is  obtainable  from 
the  Queen's  printers,  is  chiefly  notable  for  tbe  full  particulars 
which  it  gives  regarding  olive  culture.  It  contains  much 
information  regarding  the  varieties  of  olive,  manuring, 
grafting,  protecting,  &c.  ;  in  fact,  it  contains  nearly  all  the 
intormation  which  planters  beginning  the  industry  wish 
to  get. 
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Notice  to  Retail  Buyers. 

II  should  be  remembered  that  the  quotations  in  this  section  are  invariably 
the  lowest  net  cash  prices  actually  paid  for  large  quantities  in  bulk. 

In  many  cases  allowances  have  to  be  added  be/ore  ordinary  prices  can  be 
ascertained.  Frequently  goods  must  be  picked  and  sorted  to  suit  the  de- 
mands of  the  retail  trade,  causing  much  labour  and  the  accumulation  of 
rejections,  not  all  of  which  are  suitable  even  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

Further  points  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  are  that  the  distributor 
generally  has  to  bear  the  bulk  of  the  freight-charges  on  the  goods  on  their  way 
from  the  producer  to  the  retailer,  and  that  for  many  articles  the  range  of 
quality  is  very  wide. 


42  CANNON  STREET,  E.G.,  January  13. 

BUSINESS  is  not  brisk.  Buyers  are  waiting  to  see  how 
next  week's  drug-auctions  go  off,  and  they  will  be 
heavy,  so  that  raw  prod  uce  generally  shows  few  quotable 
changes.  The  following  are  the  more  notable  movements  in 
prices  since  last  week  : — 


Lower 
Acid  (tartaric) 
Animi  resin 
Benzol 
Canary-seed 
Copal 

Damiana-leaves 
Potassium  permanganate 
Spermaceti 


Higher 

Ammonia  sulphate 

Balsam  Peru 

Cannabis  indica 
•Cascara  sagiada 

Cloves 

Copper  sulphate 
Juniper  berries 
.Kowrie  gum 
Oil  of  cajuput 
Oil  of  sweet  orange 
Pimento 
Quicksilver 
Star-aniseed 

In  Crude  d rugs  little  is  doing.  All  balsams  are  well 
held.  Buchu  is  scarce.  Speculation  in  camphor  has  sent 
up  the  price  in  the  East,  and  the  spot  market  responds. 
Cascara  sagrada  is  a  guinea  per  cwt.  at  least,  and  cannabis 
indica  has  gone  up  Id.  In  colocynth,  cinchona,  and  ipe- 
cacuanha there  is  nothing  doing,  nor  any  change.  American 
spermaceti  is  easier. 

In  the  Chemical-market  quicksilver  is  the  article  of 
the  week,  more  money  being  wanted  for  it.  apparently  owing 
■to  the  Almaden  negotiations  reported  on  p.  94.  Tartaric 
acid  has  gone  down  a  fraction,  but  cream  oE  tartar  is  firm 
Beyond  the  changes  above  noted,  |  there  are  no  features 
worth  summarising. 

Essential  oils  are  the  liveliest  things  of  the  week. 
Cajuput  oil  is  quite  scarce,  hence  the  rise,  so  is  lemongrass 
oil,  and  oil  of  sweet  orange  has  advanced  owing  to  bad  crops. 
Lemon  may  follow  it.  A  price-list  of  the  more  common  oils 
is  included  in  this  report. 

Of  Fixed  oils,  linseed  is  unchanged,  and  the  same  may 
be  said  of  rape  and  cocoanut.  Cotton-seed  steady. 
Petroleum  dull,  and  turpentine  quiet  at  the  recent  slight 
advance. 

The  Spice -sales  are  reported.  Pimento  went  dearer. 
Black  and  white  peppers  are  steady.  Cochin  and  Jamaica 
ginger  flat. 

A  Varnish-resin  sale  was  held  to-day.  It  was  large. 
Animi  and  copal  sold  cheaper,  but  kowrie  gum  went  up  a 
trifle.    Shellac  is  firmer. 


The  German  Custom-house  have  made  arrangements 
whereby  importers  will  have  the  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
■German  at  any  Custom-house  in  that  Empire,  definite 
Custom  houseand  final  information  as  to  what  duty  will  be 
Facilities.  levied  on  any  particular  commodity  indicated, 
and  of  further  submitting  a  sample  of  the  article  intended 
to  be  imparted,  should  circumstances  require  it  The 
decision  as  to  the  amount  of  duty  will  protect  the  importer 
against  any  subsequent  claims  of  the  Customs,  so  long  as  the 
rate  of  duty  has  not  b?en  altered. 


Our  Hamburg  correspondent  wires  on  Thursday  afternoon 
that  Pimento  is  advancing  in  sympathy  with  the  London 
market.  Quinine  is  firmly  held  at  36m.  per  kilo, 
Hamburg       ^ut  manufacturers  are  not  anxious  to  sell. 

Telefiram 

Japan  wax  is  quiet  and  unchanged  at  65  to  66m. 
per  100  kilos.  There  is  more  business  doing  in  Shellac  at 
firmer  prices. 


On  January  1  increased  entrance  and  annual  fees  for 
membership  of  the  Commercial  Sale-rooms,  Mincing  Lane, 

came  into  force,  and  there  is  so  much  dissatis- 
SalT-rcroms '    ^actl0n  amongst  the  members  that  forty  have 

left.  The  Rice  Brokers'  Association  have  taken 
the  matter  so  seriously  as  to  consult  a  solicitor,  who  has 
advised  them  that  the  increase  is  illegal.  They  next 
approached  the  Produce  Brokers'  Association  with  the  object 
of  getting  counsel's  opinion,  but  the  P.B  A.  declined,  as 
they  have  been  assured  that  the  action  of  the  directors  is 
legal.  It  is  now  suggested  that  a  meeting  of  the  trade 
should  be  called  in  order  to  make  arrangements  to  ask  the 
directors  of  the  Rooms  to  reduce  the  subscription  from 
11.  7s.  to  61.  6s.a  year. 


We  reported  some  time  ago  that  a  new  law  had  been 
passed  in  Messina  and  came  into  force  in  October,  1897,  to 

prohibit  the  exportation  of  adulterated  essences 
Essences.       unless  each  package   of  essence   is  clearly 

marked  with  the  nature  and  percentage  of  the 
adulterant.  We  now  hear  from  Messina  that  nothing  has 
yet  been  done  to  enforce  the  law,  and  things  practically 
remain  as  they  were.  This  is  possibly  due  to  the  action 
taken  by  several  of  the  leading  Sicilian  essence-manufacturers 
and  merchants  in  protesting  very  strongly  against  the  law 
being  allowed  to  come  into  force.  Beyond  taking  a  few 
samples  of  essences  from  several  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers, the  Government  have  done  nothing.  The  general 
impression  in  Messina  is  that,  instead  of  improving  or 
maintaining  prices,  the  reverse  is  the  case,  prices  now  having 
fallen  to  such  an  extent  that  for  genuine  essence  the  manu- 
facturers can  derive  but  the  shadow  of  a  profit. 


According  to  the  London  Star,  the  Messrs.  Rothschild,  of 
Paris  and  Vienna,  in  combination  with  certain  Russian  oil- 
Competition  reuners  °f  Baku,  have  anticipated  the  action 
in  the  Petro-  of  Parliament  by  deciding  to  sell  in  Great 
leum-trade.  Britain  a  water-white  high-flash  oil  (103°)  at 
the  same  retail  price  as  the  73°  American  petroleum 
vended  here  by  the  Standard  Oil  Trust.  Hitherto  all 
Russian  oil  has  had  a  flash-point  of  85°,  but  now  the  Anglo- 
Caucasian  Oil  Company  (representing  the  Rothschilds) 
is  putting  on  the  market  its  new  "Anchor"  brand  at  the 
same  retail  price  as  the  Standard  Oil  Company's  73°  "  Tea 
Rose."  It  is  explained  that  three  years  ago  the  Russian 
refiners  were  induced  to  enter  into  an  agreement  to  restrict 
their  export  and  to  send  all  the  Russian  oil  coming  to 
Western  Europe  through  Nobel's,  the  great  Baku  firm,  who 
were  in  close  alliance  with  the  Standard  Oil  Trust.  The 
Standard  then  bought  up  all  the  wholesale  houses  in  Europe 
which  handled  Russian  oil,  wi  h  he  re  ult  that  up  to  now 
every  gallon  of  Russian  oil  wh  c  i  came  to  England  came 
through  one  of  the  various  agencies  of  the  Standard  Oil 
Trust.  We  have  inquired  as  to  the  truth  of  this  matter,  and 
while  the  Standard  Oil  Company  decline  to  speak,  the 
Anglo-Caucasian  Oil  Company  say  that  the  report  is  "  sub- 
stantially correct."  They  have  opened  a  depot  at  Eccles,  on 
the  Manchester  Ship  Canal,  covering  an  area  of  about  1\ 
acres,  and  with  a  storage  of  some  17,000  tons  of  oil.  A  large 
cargo  is  now  being  distributed  in  the  surrounding  district. 
In  London  a  large  depot  is  being  constructed  at  the  Royal 
Albert  Docks,  and  will  have  an  area  of  about  10  acres.  In 
this  connection  we  may  add  that  The  "  Shell "  Transport  and 
Trading  Company,  Limited  was  recently  registered  with  a 
capital  of  1.800,000/.  in  18,000  shares  of  100/.  each,  privately 
subscribed  by  firms  which  have  built  up  the  oil  trade  in  bulk 
petroleum  between  Russia  and  the  countries  in  the  Far  East 
These  firms  are  as  follows : — M.  Samuel  &  Co.,  of  Japan 
Graham  &  Co.,  of  Bombay  aud  Calcutta ;  Best  &  Co.,  of 
Madras ;  Delmege,  Forsyth,  &c  Co.,  of  Ceylon  ;  the  Borneo 
Company,  of  the  Straits  Settlements  ;  Speidel  &,  Co.,  Saigon  ; 
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Ker,  Bolton  &  Co.,  of  the  Philippines  ;  Arnhold,  Karberg  & 
Co.,  China  Ports  ;  Rickniers  &  Co.,  of  Bremen  ;  A.  Runge  & 
Co.,  of  London  ;  Lane  and  MacAndrew,  of  London.  The  new 
Company  possesses  tank  storage  installations  throughout  the 
ports  of  the  East,  together  with  case  manufactories  at  each 
port,  depots  at  all  the  principal  towns  in  India  and  Japan, 
and  fourteen  tank  steamers. 

The  Spanish  Government  is  now  endeavouring  to  obtain  a 
loan  on  the   Almaden  quicksilver-mines,  the  provisional 

contract  which  they  made  with  the  Rothschilds 
QuTc  killer.    in   1870  having    expired,    and    the  famous 

financiers  not  being  inclined  to  renew.  Over- 
tures have  been  made  by  the  Government  to  various  houses 
in  London  and  Paris  with  little  success,  but  it  is  now 
reported  that  the  negotiations  with  one  firm  are  maturing, 
and  that  bonds  for  4,000,000^.  4-per-cent.  stock  will  shortly 
be  placed  upon  the  market.  The  contractors  are,  it  is 
stated,  to  give  the  Spanish  Government  3,562,O0OZ.  for 
thirty-four  years  at  an  interest  of  220,000Z.  per  annum,  and 
in  addition  the  contractors  are  to  have  the  exclusive  right  to 
sell  the  quicksilver  of  the  mines  at  a  commission  of  per 
cent,  when  the  gross  value  of  the  quicksilver  is  under  11.  per 
bottle.  Should  it  go  above  that  the  Spanish  Government  is 
to  get  60  per  cent,  of  the  increase  between  11.  and  101.  per 
bottle,  and  80  per  cent,  of  any  increase  above  10Z. 


Acid  (Tartaric). — Quotations  vary  somewhat,  and  it  is 
difficult  to  obtain  an  immovable  price,  but  foreign  crystals 
can  be  bought  at  Is.  0§d.  to  Is.  0\d.  per  lb.  The  feeling 
among  holders  is  that  bottom  has  been  reached.  English 
B.P.  is  unchanged  at  Is.  Id.  to  Is.  l^d.  per  lb. 

Antipyrin. — In  view  of  the  expiration  of  the  antipyrin 
patent  in  July,  several  chemical  works  in  Germany  are  making 
arrangements  to  commence  the  manufacture  as  soon  as  they 
legally  may,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  price  will  fall  to 
about  Is.  9d.  per  oz.,  or  even  less,  when  these  competitors 
come  into  the  field.  Already  they  have  been  exporting 
phenazone.  French  manufacturers  may  also  e  place 
their  product  in  the  field.  So  far  we  have  heard  of  no 
English  firm  preparing  to  take  up  the  manufacture. 

AsafcetidA. — Privately  the  market  is  quiet,  and  prices 
are  more  or  less  nominal.      At  the  forthcoming  drug-sales 
between  two  and  three  hu  ndred  cases  of  the  new  crop  will 
be  offered. 

Balsams  (Medicinal). —  Copaiba  is  steady  on  the  spot. 
Good  genuine  Para  in  tins  can  be  had  at  Is.  3\d.  c.i.f.  terms. 
Tola,  is  in  small  supply,  and  firm  at  2s.  2d.  per  lb.  on  the 
spot  for  genuine.  Canada  is  also  firm  at  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb, 
c.i.f.  terms,  according  to  packing.  Peru  of  good  genuine 
quality  is  still  held  for  8s.  9d.  per  lb.,  though  we  do  not 
hear  of  any  business  at  that. 

Buchu-leaves  are  still  scarce.  Qd.  per  lb.  has  been  paid 
this  week  for  fa,  ir  round  green  leaves.  There  have  been  no 
arrivals  from  the  Cape  for  some  weeks. 

Camphor  (Crude). — Quotations  of  Japan  by  cable  have 
advanced  to  95s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  terms  for  February-March 
shipment  being  asked.  This  is  an  advance  of  about  4s.  per 
cwt.    London  holders  want  2s.  more. 

Cannabis  Indica  has  been  advanced  from  4<Z.  to  5d.  per 
lb.  for  good  green  on  stalk.  The  stock  in  London  is  low 
(some  forty-five  or  fifty  bags),  and  the  advance  has  been 
made  on  advices  from  India,  where  the  stock  is  also  mode- 
rate ;  but  the  real  reason  for  the  advance  is  that  the  Indian 
holders  want  more  money. 

Cantharides. — Good  sifted  Russian  flies  are  offered  at 
2s.  3d.,  and  Hungarian  at  2s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — The  firm  tendency  reported  last 
week  continues.  Business  has  been  done  on  the  London 
market  at  20s.  per  cwt.  early  in  the  week,  but  from  21s.  to 
25s.  is  now  asked,  the  former  for  recent  bark. 

Cinchona. — The  future  of  the  bark  is  still  dubious,  but 
the  general  feeling  is  that  the  Java  output  will  be  less  this 
year,  and  that  next  week's  bark-sales  will  stiffen  prices. 

Colchicum. — Good  sliced  corm  may  be  had  on  the  spot  at 
33s.  Qd.  per  cwt. 


Colocynth. — The  market  has  now  firmed  generally  to 
Is.  3d.  per  lb.  for  pale  Syrian  apple. 

Cubebs  are  quiet  after  the  recent  advance.  From  40s.  to 
45s  per  cwt.  is  still  asked  for  good  berries  without  stalk. 

CUMxVRiN. — Crystals  are  offered  by  one  maker  at  Is.  lOd. 
per  oz.,  and  Id.  less  for  more  than  1  lb.  quantities.  Special 
brands  are  2s.  to  2s.  Qd.  per  oz. 

Damiana-leaves. — Lower.  New  crop  is  offered  at  Qd. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms 

Gentian-root  is  offered  at  21s.  Qd.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b 
Leghorn. 

Glycerine. — Foreign  makers  have  equalised  the  English 
advance,  but  this  has  had  no  effect  upon  the  market,  so  much 
being  held  in  second  hands  that  a  general  move  upwards- 
seems  remote. 

Ipecacuanha  is  unchanged,  but  fiimly  lit  Id  at  our 
previous  quotations. 

Jalap. — There  is  no  business  to  report  at  the  nominal! 
quotation  of  Q^d.  per  lb. 

Juniper-berries. — Dearer.  For  the  new  crop  10s.  per 
cwt.  is  asked  on  the  spot.  Good  sifted  quality  is  offered  at 
9s.  3d.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  terms.  Reports  from  Italy  state  that- 
there  has  been  a  more  active  demand  at  advancing  prices. 

Kola  Nuts. — At  the  spice  auctions  two  packages  of  fair 
to  dark  West  Indian  sold  at  from  4rZ.  to  5d.  per  lb. 

Lactucarium.— German  is  offered  at  12s.  Qi.  per  lb. 

Menthol  has  been  dull  of  sale  for  some  time.  The 
general  asking  price  on  the  spot  is  still  7s.  3d.  per  lb. 

Oil  (Castor)  is  more  active  this  week.  French  or 
Belgian  of  first  pressing  is  offered  on  the  spot  at  31s.  per 
cwt. ;  second  pressing  at  30s.  For  February-July  delivery 
26s.  Qd.  is  asked  ;  July-December  25s.  p3r  cwt.  c.i.f.  terms. 
Italian  very  steady.  Best  medicinal  oil  is  quoted  at  Q^d.  to 
5d.  per  lb.  ex  wharf. 

Oil  (Cod-liver). — Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on 
January  8,  that  the  market  is  very  quiet,  everybody  looking.- 
forward  to  the  new  fishery.  Dealers  are  anxious  to  reduce 
their  stock  of  old  oil,  and  now  offer  best  Lofoten  non-con- 
gealing at  about  60s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  terms.  The  exports, 
from  Bergen  up  to  date  have  been  171  barrels,  against 
102  barrels  at  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The 
London  market  is  very  flat  with  a  lower  tendency,  65s.  per 
barrel  is  the  nominal  figure.  Best  1898  oil  is  offered  at 
72s.  6d.  per  barrel,  c.i.f.  terms. 

Oils  (Essential). — Oil  of  aajuput  is  a  scarce  article,  and 
firmly  held  for  4s.  3d.  per  bottle.  Japanese  camplior  oil: 
Business  has  been  done  this  week  at  47s.  Qd.  per  cwt.  Oil 
of  citronella:  At  the  close  of  last  1-week  business  was  done- 
at  from  12^d.  to  Is.  1^.  per  lb.  in  drums,  for  January-March, 
shipment.  Oil  of  lemon  is  steady  at  3s.  to  3s.  3d.  per  lb., 
f.o.b.  terms.  Oil  of  sweet  orange  is  very  firm  at  from  8s.  t& 
8s.  bd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Oil  ofhergamot  is  quoted  at  from 
6s.  5d.  to  7s.  9d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  according  to  quality. 
American  oil  of  peppermint  is  now  exceptionally 
low  in  price  on  account  of  the  enormous  production  in  the: 
Western  States.  The  acreage  planted  this  year  will  be  much 
smaller  than  usual,  and  higher  prices  are  looked  for.  HGK 
is  this  week  more  inquired  for  at  5s.  Qd.  per  lb.  on  the  spot, 
and  Wayne  County  at  3s.  Qd.  per  lb.  Oil  of  star-anise  is- 
unaltered  at  7s.  Qd.  per  lb  on  the  spot.  Oil  of  hmongrass  is- 
in  a  strong  position  owing  to  short  stocks,  and  holders  not 
being  inclined  to  let  it  go.  Some  want  Is.  per  oz.,  but  lOd. 
can  buy  it.  A  good  deal  of  oil  adulterated  with  essence  of 
lemon  is  about. 

Orris. — A  steady  market.  Florentine  is  offered  at  35s.  for 
sorts;  picked,  37s.;  and  extra  picked,  at  40s  per  cwt., 
c.i.f.  terms.  Verona  root  may  be  had  at  20s.  to  23s.,  accord- 
ing to  quality.  Reports  from  Leghorn  state  that  a  further 
advance  is  likely  to  take  place  shortly. 

Podophtllin. — Although  sales  of  American  have  been 
made  since  our  last  report  at  10s.  3d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f.  terms,  they 
have  been  confined  to  one  dealer.  Our  minimum  of  last 
week,  10s.  Qd.,  therefore  holds.  Merck's  make  is  quot.d  a;, 
12s.  Qd.  per  lb. 
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Quicksilver. — The  official  price  was  raised  on  Tuesday 
b/  2;.  6d.  to  11.  per  bottle,  second-hand  holders  rising  to 
6/  l)s.  The  rtason  for  the  advance  is  not  generally  known, 
bat  the  note  at  the  beginning  of  this  report  explains  it. 
The  following  particulars  relate  to  the  position  of  this 
article : — 


Price 

_ 

Imports 

Exports 

Highest 

Lowest 

Bottles 

Bottles 

£  s.  </. 

£.  s.  d. 

1897 

54,734 

30,768 

7   7  6 

6    9  6 

1896 

47,159 

35,211 

7   6  0 

6    5  6 

1895 

49,654 

36,827 

7    8  6 

6    7  6 

1894 

51,251 

43,598 

6  14  0 

5    7  0 

1893 

52,525 

38,022 

6  17  0 

6    2  0 

1892 

56,990 

50,211 

7  13  0 

6  10 

1891 

62,771 

56,643 

9    0  0 

7    5  0 

1890 

67,664 

57,568 

10    6  6 

8  18  0 

The  consumption  for  the  United  Kingdom  during  1897  is 
estimated  at  12.0C0  bottles. 

Quinine. — There  is  no  visible  change  to  report,  although 
small  sales  of  B.  &  S.  at  Is.  Id.  per  oz.  have  been  made  by 
the  makers.  No  more  is  to  be  sold  at  that  price.  Samples 
of  quinine  sulphate  manufactured  in  Java  have  been 
received  in  London.  It  appears  to  be  a  good  article,  but 
not  quite  white,  the  colour  being  between  that  of  unbleached 
sulphate  and  the  B.P.  article. 

Shellac. — Last  week  the  market  closed  firm  at  dearer 
prices,  with  sales  of  TN  orange  at  66s.  per  cwt.,  cash  terms. 
During  the  present  week  there  has  been  a  marked  improve- 
ment in  the  position  of  the  article  on  the  spot,  as  well  as  for 
shipment.    No  auctions  have  been  held  this  week. 

Spermaceti. — Refined  American  is  about  %d.  per  lb. 
lower,  the  current  quotation  being  Is.  3d.  per  lb. 

Spices  ■ — Public  sales  were  resumed  on  Wednesday,  after 
an  interval  of  four  weeks.  There  was  little  disposition  to  do 
business  on  the  part  of  the  buyers.  Cochin  Ginger  was 
especially  dull,  only  a  small  proportion  selling;  80  bags  good 
plump  washed  rough  realised  24s.  to  24s.  6d.  per  cwt.; 
354  bags  common  small  wormy  rough,  15s.  per  cwt. ;  20 
bags  dusty  cuttings,  12s.  per  cwt. ;  and  43  cases  medium 
and  bold  native  cut,  limed,  and  slightly  wormy,  38s.  6d.  to  40s. 
per  cwt.  Of  Jamaican  only  a  few  barrels  sold  at  70s.  t  o 
72s.  per  cwt.  for  ordinary  lean.  Japan  ginger  was  bought 
in  at  14s.  6d.  per  cwt.  Zanzibar  Chillies  were  withdrawn  at 
35s.  per  cwt. ;  20  cases  fine  Japan  sold,  without  reserve,  at 
41s.  6d.  to  42s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  being  cheaper.  Eight  cases 
Japan  capsicums  realised  40s.  per  cwt.  A  parcel  of  new 
crop  Cassia  lignea,  of  inferior  quality,  was  bought  in  at  37s. 
per  cwt. ;  privately  business  has  been  done  at  47s.  per  cwt.  for 
old  import.  Zanzibar  Cloves  are  dearer;  170  bales  sold 
at  3d.  per  lb.  for  dull,  at  3$d.  for  fair  to  good 
fair ;  while  good  realised  3\d.  per  lb.  Privately  there 
has  been  a  good  demand  on  the  spot  at  prices 
rising  from  3d.  to  3|rf.  on  the  basis  of  fair.  The  demand  for 
future  delivery  has  continued,  and  3±d.  has  been  paid  for 
January-March,  3\d.  for  March-May,  and  3fT,d.  for  April- 
June.  Nutmegs  and  Mace-  are  unchanged,  and  only  partly 
sold  at  about  steady  rates.  Pimento  much  dearer,  4fS.  per 
lb.  being  paid  for  fair  in  sale.  Several  parcels  have  changed 
hands  during  the  past  fortnight  at  prices  rising  from  Qd.  per 
lb.  Black  Pepper  steady  at  Z^d.  per  lb.  for  Singapore  on 
the  spot.  For  arrival  4^.  has  been  paid  for  January-March 
shipment.  PeEang  and  Lampong  were  bought  in,  and  20 
bags  fine  bright  heavy  Wynaad  sold  at  4cZ.  per  lb.  White 
pepper  also  firm  ;  70  bags  ordinary  Singapore  mixed  blacks 
sold  at  Q\d.  per  )b.  Penang  was  bought  in  at  Qd.  per  lb., 
and  Siam  at  Id.  per  lb.  For  arrival,  Singapore  has  sold  at 
l\d.  to  l{Kd.,  and  Pecang  at  6^/.  to  Q\d.  per  lb.,  according 
to  position,  being  rather  dearer.  Cinnamon  chips  partly 
sold  at  2^d.  p°r  lb.  for  ordinary  small  dusty.  Cassia  vera 
bought  in  at  25s.  per  cwt. 

Star  Anise. — Dearer.  It  is  not  now  possible  to  buy 
good  Chinese,  on  the  spot,  below  105s.  per  cwt. 


Sugar  of  Milk. — The  c.i.f.  terms  for  American  are 
crystals  60s.,  and  powder 62s.  per  cwt. 

Tea. — Monday  had  a  record  sale  of  over  40,000  packages  of 
Indian  tea,  and  there  was  good  bidding  throughout,  com- 
petition for  teas  under  9d.  never  flagging,  and  lower  grades 
were  a  trifle  firmer.  Later  in  the  week  the  tone  weakened, 
in  view  of  another  40,000  sale  next  Monday.  On  Tuesday  a 
moderately  heavy  Ceylon  sale  went  off  rapidly  at  steady 
rates.  There  is  far  more  justification  for  a  firm  Ceylon 
market  than  for  higher  rates  for  Indians,  as  Ceylon  imports, 
deliveries,  and  stocks  reveal  a  strong  statistical  position, 
while  Indian  stocks  are  increasing. 

Tragacanth. — Medium  and  lower  qualities  have  been  in 
fair  demand  this  week  at  unchanged  rates.    Firsts  are 
nominally  quoted  at  13/.  to  131.  10s. ;  seconds,  111.  5s.  to- 
12/.  10s.,  and  thirds,  at  10/.  to  11/.  per  cwt.    Small  sales  of 
hog  gum  are  reported  at  the  lower  prices. 

Varnish  Gums. — The  supplies  at  to-day's  auctions  were :: 
—Animi,  211  packages;  Copal,  Brazil  319,  Manila  4,703; 
Damar,  975 ;  Koivrie,  2.389 ;  Olibanum,  1,255 ;  Sandaraer 
Australian  25,  Morocco  53.  Animi  sold  at  from  15s.  to  20s. 
lower,  best  qualities  of  Zanzibar  being  11/.  10s.  to 
11/.  17s.  Qd.,  and  seconds  8/.  10s.  to  10/.  10s. ;  reds  were  51.  te- 
ll. 5s.  Koivrie  was  slightly  dearer,  and  three-fourths  sold 
at  10/.  2s.  Qd.  to  11/.  10s.,  for  bright  pale ;  amber,  6/.  10s.  to- 
9/.  10s.  The  best  of  the  <  opal  sold  at  71s.,  and  good  Manila 
amber,  40s.  to  42s.  6d. ;  pebble  Brazil  fetched  68s.  Singa- 
pore Damar,  pale  sold  at  74.'.,  and  amber  at  65s.  to  70*.. 
This  wa^  as  far  as  the  sale  went. 

Wax  (Bees').— New  crop  Italian,  guaranteed  genuine,  is- 
offered  at  120s.  per  cwt.,  f.o.b.  terms. 


The  Amsterdam  Cinchona -market. 

Our  Amsterdam  correspondent  writes  under  date  of 
January  11 : — "The  quantity  of  cinchona  bark  to  be  offered 
at  the  auctions  of  January  20  will  be  moderate,  viz.,  5,452 
bales  and  203  cases,  weighing  together  512,060  kilos  of  Java 
cinchona.  This  quantity  represents  a  content  of  sulphate  of 
quinine  of  about  27.234  kilos,  of  which  26,747  kilos  are  con- 
tained in  manufacturing  bark,  the  average  quinine  content 
of  the  latter  being  5  40  per  cent.  The  tone  of  the  market 
remains  unchanged.    Quinine  is  slightly  firmer. 

The  Smyrna  Opium-market. 

Our  Smyrna  correspondent,  writing  on  December  31,  1697 
states  : — "  The  weather  here  is  intensely  cold,  a  temperature 
of  6°  below  zero  being  registered.  In  the  interior  it  is 
worse,  the  agents  announcing  15°  at  Ouchak  and  20 
below  zero  at  Karahissar.  It  is  too  early  yet  to  state  what 
damage  has  been  done  to  the  plants,  and  no  authentic 
reports  can  be  given.  This  news  has  encouraged  local 
speculators,  and  a  slight  advance  has  taken  place.  The 
sales  for  the  week  are  as  follows  : — Five  cases  Karahissar 
talequale  at  the  parity  of  7s.  lid.  per  lb.,  f.o.b.  :  nine  cases 
Yerli  at  8s.  Id.  to  8s.  2d.  ;  one  case  Adette  at  7s.  10^.,  and 
six  cases  Adette  and  Karahissar  at  7s.  3d.  to  7s.  lid.  per  lb. 
Three-fourths  of  these  sales  were  for  speculation.  Contrary 
to  what  has  been  said  about  opium  in  America,  it  remains 
firm  at  $2  85.  If  America  show  any  disposition  to  buy, 
matters  here  might  change  suddenly,  and  buyers  will  need  to- 
exercise  caution  during  the  coming  year  (1898).  The  market 
is  firm  at  the  close. 

In  reviewing  the  opium-market  for  the  last  twelve 
months,  it  is  observed  li  that  the  high  prices  which  prevailed 
have  been  a  prominent  feature.  This  was  all  the  more 
surprising  when  we  consider  the  abundance  of  the  crops — 
some  9,000  cases.  The  advance  in  the  early  part  of  the  year 
was  due  to  the  large  shipments  (about  4,000  cases)  to  the 
U.S.A.  in  anticipation  of  the  tax  of  $1  per  lb.  placed  on 
opium.  Since  then  no  business  has  been  done 
with  the  U.S.A.,  which  condition  will  continue  until  supplies 
are  exhausted.  Although  American  buyers  were  absent  from 
Smyrna,  and  the  crop  was  good,  holders  of  opium  were  aided 
by  speculators,  who  came  to  an  understanding  not  to  allow 
the  price  to  fall  below  17'50f.  per  kilo  (6s.  4rf.  per  lb.) 

"  The  arrivals  since  the  commencement  of  the  season  to 
December  31  were  3,150  cases,  against  2,050  for  the  cor- 
responding period  of  1896.  The  stocks  of  old  and  new  opium 
in  Smyrna  are  officially  reported  at  2.700  cases.'' 
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The  Liverpool  Drug-market. 

Our  Liverpool  correspondent,  writing  on  January  12, 
reports  that  Irish  moss  is  getting  in  much  smaller  supply, 
and  sales  of  common  are  reported  at  9/.  per  ton.  Sulphate  of 
copper,  after  the  recent  weakness,  is  showing  more  aaima- 
tion,  and  business  is  being  transacted  at  16/.  10i.  per  ton. 
Further  trade  at  improved  prices  have  taken  place  in  Honeys 
of  most  grades,  and  30s.  has  been  paid  for  Pile  X.  Chilian, 
which  only  a  short  time  ago  sold  at  26s.  per  cwt.  Quillaia- 
harli  continues  to  attract  attention  of  a  passing  character, 
and  the  tendency  for  the  week  has  been  slightly  easier, 
though  the  prices  last  reported  have  not  been  shaded  so  far. 
Canary  seed  has  exhibited  a  disposition  to  fall  away,  and 
sale  of  good  Turkish  are  reported  at  24s.  6d.  per  qr.,  with  little 
or  no  indication  that  the  article  will  steady  itself  in  the  near 
future.  The  market  for  Chilian  spermaceti  is  now  depleted 
of  stocks  in  first  hands,  and  the  holders  are  very  firm  indeed 
at  Is.  3d  to  Is.  3^d.  per  lb.  for  first  white  quality.  Castor 
oil  is  steady,  at  prices  ranging  from  3^1.  to  3jd.  per  lb. 
for  good  Calcutta  seconds  and  first  pressure  French.  The 
market  is  practically  bare  of  second-pressure  French  and 
good  seconds  Madras.  The  upward  move  in  Linseed  is  well 
'maintained.  Russian  aniseed  is  being  sparingly  offered  at 
18s.  6^.  per  cwt.  Jioraxi*  without  new  feature  ;  best  drug- 
gists' brands  are  held  for  14/.  crystals,  and  14/.  10s.  per 
ton  for  powder.  Gum  arable,  sorts,  have  met  with  rather 
more  demand,  and  a  moderate  business  has  been  done  at 
steady  prices.  Brazilian  is  moving  off  fairly  well,  about 
25  tons  having  changed  hands,  closing  with  only  limited 
sellers  at  25s.  per  cwt.  One  hundred  and  seventy-three 
bags  of  dry  Kola-nuts  sold  from  the  quay  at  3d.  per  lb. 
fifty  bags  of  Egyptian,  > enter/reek  sold  at  9s.  per  cwt.,  and 
15  tons  Syrian  at  9s  ,  while  business  is  reported  at  9s.  3d. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Although  business  is  fairly  good  for  the  time  of  the  year, 
the  heavy-chemical  market  still  continues  on  the  quiet  side. 
Orders  for  deliveries  against  new  contracts  are  coming  in 
moderately  well,  and  in  the  cDurse  of  a  week  or  so  matters 
should  be  in  full  swing  again.  Last  month's  exports  of 
alkali  show  a  decrease  of  27  4  per  cent,  against  1893,  and 
33  7  per  cent  against  1895.  On  the  whole  year,  however,  it 
is  pleasing  to  note  that  there  was  an  increase  as  compared 
with  1896.  The  main  features  to  be  reported  this  week  are 
a  firmer  tone  as  regards  Sulphate  of  copper  and  Yellow  prus- 
■state  of  potash  and  soda.  Bleachiny-powder  is  in  fairly 
brisk  request,  both  for  home  and  export,  and  is  without  any 
material  alteration  in  position.  Brown  acetate  of  lime  keeps 
very  scarce,  and  has  an  advancing  tendency.  Soda  crystals, 
too.  are  somewhat  scarce,  and  the  late  advance  in  Ammonia 
-alkali  is  well  maintained.  Caustic  soda  is  unaltered.  South 
Durham  salt  is  firm,  and  is  being  freely  shipped  at  8s.  6d.  to 
9s.  f.o.h.  Tees.  White  powdered  arsenic  steady.  Sulphate  of 
ammonia  continues  its  upward  tendency,  and  is  verv  steady 
at  higher  prices  as  fo'lows  :  — Beckton,  9/.  10s.  ;  Beckton, 
terms  prompt,  9'.  7s  Qd.  ;  Hull.  London  and  Leith  are  all 
about  91.  10s.  par  ton.  Exoorts  from  Leith  last  week 
amounted  to  559  tons.  Benzols  are  very  flat,  and  prices  are 
lower,  90  per  cent.,  1?.  4</.  to  Is.  5d.  :  50  per  ■  ent.,  Is.  Id. 
JVitrate  of  soda,  steady,  refined,  7s.  9d.  ;  ordinary,  7s.  6d. 
Cream  of  tartar  has  a  firmer  tone  ;  powdered,  77s.  Qd.  to  79s.; 
crystals.  75s.  6d.  Sulphate  of  copper  firm  at  15/.  10s. ;  Liver- 
pool, 16/.  ;  anchor,  16/.  10s.  Alum  rather  dull  at  4/.  10s.  for 
loose  lump,  f.o.b.  Liverpool.  Sulphate  of  alumina :  best 
makes  are  in  better  request  at  3/.  10s.  to  3/.  17s.  6^.,  free 
on  rails  maker's  works,  according  to  quality,  &c.  Chloride  of 
hariurh  steady,  at  6/.  15s.  in  bags. 

The  Hamburg  Drug-market. 

Our  Hamburg  correspondent  writes  on  January  11  that 
business  in  general  is  quiet,  and  there  are  few  alterations 
to  report.  Balsam  Pern  is  very  firm  and  dearer,  holders 
now  ask  from  19m.  to  19|m.  per  kilo.  Tola,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  quiet  at  360m.  par  100  kilos.  Citric  acid  is  also 
auW.  at  230m  per  100  kilos.  Russian  anise  is  unchanged 
;t  40m.  per  100  kilos.  C derate  of  potash  is  dull  at  56m. 
t)  60m.  per  100  kilos.  Be  fined  camphor  shows  a  quiet 
market  at  250m.  per  100  kilos.  Cassia  liynea  remains  firm, 
with  a  fair  demand  for  good  quality.  Cascara  sayrada  is 
steady  at  35<n.  per  100  kilos.  Conduranyo-hark  is  tending 
lower;  new  anivals  can  be  bought  at  45.n.  to  50  n.  per  100 


kilos.  Eryot  of  rye  is  without  change :  Russian  can  be 
bought  at  160m.  per  100  kilos. ;  prime  quality,  170m. 
Galanyal  is  dull  of  sale  at  39 n.  to  40m.  per  100  kilos. 
Gentian  root  slightly  firmer  at  48m.  per  100  kilos.  Menthol 
is  steady  at  15|m.  per  kilo.  Opium  is  firm  again  at  18m. 
per  kilo.  Quillaia  "bark  is  very  quiet ;  forward  shipment  is 
offered  at  30^m.  per  100  kilos.  Quinine  has  experienced  a 
firmer  tone,  the  manufacturers  are  not  anxious  to  sell  at  the 
moment;  35m.  has  been  paid  to-day  for  second-hand  lots. 
Castor  oil  is  in  small  demand  on  the  spot;  firsts  in  barrels 
quotes  at  61m.,  January-April  at  57m.  per  100  kilos.  Cod- 
liver  oil  is  quiet  and  without  business ;  non-congealing  oil  is 
quoted  66m.  per  barrel. 


|1  rice- list  oi  (femtial  #Hs. 


SUBJOINED  are  the  current  quotations  for  the  principal 
essential  oils.    The  quotations  are  for  wholesale  quanti- 
ties exclusively  : — 


Oil  of 

1 

Description 

From 

To 

 -| 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

Almonds  (bitter J... 

'.foreign      to  -rmglisli. 

genuine        ...per  lb. 

15 

6 

17 

0 

Ditto,  sine  ac.  prussic. 

, ,        ,             ,  Per  Ik. 

20 

0 

21 

0 

Amber     ...  ... 

Hjiigiisn  re c tinea 

1 

3 

Anise       ■ .  ■  *** 

JljUgltSil  tiibtiiieci 

10 

0 

Foreign  5J 

8 

3 

10 

0 

(Sit -1  v\ 

Chinese  »• 

7 

6 

7 

9 

I>ergamot . . .       •  ■  • 

Fair  to  extra  ... 

8 

3 

9 

0 

Caj  uput   ...  ... 

Green  unrectified 

per  bottle 

4 

3 

5 

0 

Caraway  ...  •>• 

English  distilled  per  lb. 

5 

0 

Foreign  rectified 

9,0  in  A^i  t->  n  alrioTiWlo 
Ou  L<J  OU  p.L.  ilKltiliytlc 

3 

7 

4 

6 

per  lb. 

6 

6 

6 

10 

L^eo-ar-woou  ... 

Common  to  extra 

1 

6 

3 

6 

Celery 

Hillgllbll  ...  ... 

22 

0 

23 

0 

Chamomile         . . . 

German  blue    ...per  oz. 

7 

0 

Cinnamon  ... 

-Lrue       ...  ... 

1 

6 

7 

6 

C  i  tronellu ...  ... 

Genuine  ...       ...per  lb. 

1 

4 

2 

2 

Cloves 

English  distilled  „ 

2 

3 

2 

4 

Copaiba  ... 

English  or  foreign  true 

per  lb. 

2 

3 

3 

9 

C  oriiiiKipr.  >  •  ... 

Finest  foreign  ... 

15 

3 

15 

6 

Cubebs     ...  ... 

English  or  foreign 
*Foreign  to  English 

4 

2 

4 

9 

Cumin 

11 

0 

14 

0 

TV  11 

*  Foreign  to  English  „ 
Australian  globulus 

8 

6 

10 

0 

Eucalyptus 

per  lb. 

2 

0 

2 

7 

Fennel 

Sweet  foreign    ...  ,, 

4 

0 

4 

4 

Geranium... 

French  rose     ...  „ 

32 

0 

32 

9 



Turkish  , 

6 

5 

8 

0 

Juniper-berries  ... 

English   „ 

18 

0 

Lavender  ... 

Finest  Mitcham  „ 

60 

0 

French  flowers  ...  „ 

5 

8 

7 

0 

Lemon 

Common  to  finest  „ 

3 

0 

3 

6 

Lemongrass 

Fair  native       ...per  oz. 

0 

10 

Linaloes  ... 

Rectified...       ...per  lb. 

6 

3 

Mace   

Good  quality    ...  „ 

3 

3 

3 

6 

Mirbane  ... 

Rectified...       ...  „ 

0 

7 

0 

'  2 

Neroli   

Best  Bigarade  ...per  oz. 

7 

6 

8 

0 

Nutmeg  ... 

Best  English    ...  „ 

0 

6h 

Orange 

Sweet     ...       ...per  lb. 

8 

0 

8 

5 

Origanum... 

Red,  fine  to  extra  „ 

2 

0 

3 

10 

Orris   

Foreign  concrete  per  oz. 

20 

0 

21 

0 

Patchouli  ... 

Best  German    ...per  lb. 

22 

0 

24 

0 

Peppermint 

Mitcham   „ 

25 

0 

Petitgrain 

;  Common  to  extra  per  oz. 

1 

2 

1 

5 

Pimento  ... 

English  distilled  per  lb. 

8 

0 

13 

0 

Pine   

P.  pumilionis    ...  ,, 
P.  "  sylvestris  "...  „ 

7 

0 

1 

9 

3 

3 

Rose 

Good  to  fine  Bulgarian 

per  oz 

24 

0 

36 

0 

Rosemary... 

Fair    to    best  foreign 

per  lb 

2 

1 

3 

0 

Sandalwood 

English   distilled  „ 
Good  American...  „ 

12 

0 

Wintergreen 

6 

3 

7 

0 

Ylang-ylang 

Manila,  best     ...per  oz. 

15 

0 

*  The  lowest  prices  quoted  in  the:e  items  are  for  the  foreign 
oils. 
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In  writing  letters  for  publication  correspondent*  should  adool  a  concise, 
but  not  abbreviated,  style.    They  are  requested  to  write  on  one  side  of  the 
paper  only.    Letters,  with  or  without  a  nom-de-plume, 
Notice  to        must  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
Correspon-  „  ,  ,       .  . 

dents.  writer.    Queries  should  be  written  on  separate  pieces  of 

paper,  and  the  regulations  printed  under  the  sections  to 
which  they  apply  should  be  strictly  observed. 


British,  and  Foreign  Trade  in  Surgical  Instruments. 

SiE, — I  shall  be  much  obliged  if  you  will  find  space  in 
your  journal  for  a  short  reply  to  the  letter  written  by  Mr.  D. 
B.  Stevens  in  your  issue  of  December  18  in  reference  to  the 
surgical-instrument  business  in  Canada. 

Id  is  no  doubt  true,  as  your  correspondent  asserts,  that 
the  business  of  the  United  States  and  Germany  in  surgical 
instruments  has  during  the  last  few  years  increased  to  a 
greater  extent  than  has  that  of  Great  Britain.  However,  I 
cannot  but  regard  as  wrong  the  inference  which  your 
correspondent  seems  to  draw  from  his  statistics — viz.,  that 
British  trade  in  surgical  instruments  has  suffered  proportion- 
ately to  the  increased  trade  of  the  former  countries.  Before 
conceding  to  these  statistics  the  weight  which  ihe  figures 
would  seem  to  deserve,  one  must  first  consider  whether  there 
are  not  factors  of  a  temporary  rather  than  a  permanent  kind 
that  have  worked  to  attain  the  result  indicated. 

I  attribute  the  large  increase  of  trade  in  the  United 
States  and  Germany,  to  which  your  correspondent  refers,  to 
the  adoption  by  these  countries,  as  an  experiment,  of  cheap 
methods  of  manufacture.  It  is,  perhaps,  worth  mentioning, 
by  way  of  parenthesis,  that  during  the  past  few  years  cheap 
methods  of  production  have  been  very  generally  adopted, 
especially  in  Germany,  in  all  classes  of  goods,  but  seldom 
with  satisfactory  results.  Until  the  inle-iority  of  instru- 
ments produced  in  this  manner  could  be  thoroughly  proved 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  members  of  the  surgical  profession 
in  Canada  and  elsewhere,  it  was  a  natural  consequence  that 
the  sale  of  such  instruments  should  increase  proportionately 
to  their  decrease  in  price.  It  may  be  some  years  before 
instruments  ordered  by  the  executive  of  a  hospital  can  be 
thoroughly  tested  in  use  by  the  staff.  The  pet iod  referred 
to  by  your  correspondent,  although  covering  some  years,  has 
been,  in  my  opinion,  a  length  of  time  necessary  to  biing 
home  to  the  profession  generally  the  inferiority  of  cheaply- 
made  instruments,  It  would  appear  that  this  stage  has  now 
been  reached.  There  has,  in  fact,  been  a  boom  iu  cheaply- 
made  instruments  which,  ill  advised  in  its  inception,  is  now 
dying  a  natural  death.  I  do  not  consider  it  light  to  regard 
the  increase  of  trade  in  the  United  States  and  Germany  over 
this  period  as  a  permanent  increase,  or  a  true  criterion  of 
what  may  be  expected  of  trade  in  the  future. 

Your  correspondent  has  given  some  reasons  for  the  com- 
parative failure  of  British  trade  over  this  period.  As  to  the 
suggestion  that  machinery  should  be  employed  in  the  place 
of  hand-forging,  it  seems  clear  that  the  results  obtained  lrom 
such  a  method  of  manufacture,  though  flattering  in  the  first 
instance,  must  in  the  end  prove  disappointing. 

It  is  complained  that  Biitish  makers  compare  disadvan- 
tageous^ with  German  makers  in  the  matter  of  making 
known  the  goods  they  have  for  sale,  both  as  regards  the 
issuing  of  price-lists  and  the  sending  of  representatives  to 
Canada  and  the  colonies.  In  respect  to  Canada,  the  com- 
plaint is  partially  justified,  although  it  must  be  remembered 
that  the  demand  for  surgical  instruments  in  that  country  is 
but  small  compared  to  the  other  colonies.  So  far  as  the 
firm  which  I  represent  is  concerned,  I  think  that  there  is 
small  cause  to  complain  of  lack  of  price  lists  available  in 
Canada,  and  so  far  from  it  being  the  case  that  no  trouble  is 
taken  to  make  known  their  wares  to  the  colonies  generally, 
it  may  be  of  interest  to  your  readers  to  know  that  our  repre- 
sentatives travel  regularly  over  Australasia,  Canada,  India, 
and  the  Cape,  to  say  nothing  of  other  countries,  carrying 
With  them  samples  of  all  the  latest  patterns  of  surgical 


instruments,  and  so  rendering  the  firm  in  a  position  to  com- 
pete successfully  with  foreign  makers.  I  can  truthfully 
say  that  my  firm  have  not  only  sent  representatives  to  the 
principal  cities  in  Canada  with  a  large  selection  of  samples, 
but  have  also  sent,  at  great  expense,  both  to  Canada  and  all 
other  parts  of  the  world,  their  book  of  illustrations,  and  have 
for  many  years  advertised  in  The  Chemist  And  Druggist 
and  other  pci  iodicals  the  fact  that  these  books  can  be  obtained 
gratis  on  application. 

With  regard  to  tbe  production  of  new  patterns  and 
designs  I  cannot  admit  that  we  are  in  any  way  behind  the 
times.  Among  the  novel  productions,  I  may  mention  that 
of  instruments  with  solid  steel  handles  which  were  first 
brought  out  by  the  firm  which  I  represent  in  1882 — namely, 
five  years  before  they  were  shown  by  foreign  firms  at  the 
Paris  Exhibition  of  1887.  To  take  another  instance,  pressure- 
forceps  were  introduced  by  the  same  firm  more  than  35 
years  ago  at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Webber.  It  does  not 
follow,  however,  that  even  the  best  of  new  inventions  will 
necessarily  be  in  much  demand  at  the  outset.  The  contrary 
was  the  case  in  both  the  above  instances,  and  in  many  others 
which  I  could  enumerate.  In  the  case  of  such  instruments 
afterwards  attaining  great  popularity  it  is  apt  to  be 
forgotten  that  there  was  ever  a  time  when  there  was  little 
demand  for  them,  and  who  it  was  who  first  introduced  them 
to  the  public.  A  glance  at  the  quarterly  price-list  of  the 
firm  with  which  I  am  connected  is  sufficient  to  show  how 
many  are  the  new  patterns  of  instruments  from  time  to  time 
made  and  introduced  to  the  public  by  them  at  any  rate. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  state  that  in  my  opinion  the 
interests  of  British  manufacturers  of  surgical  instrument* 
are  best  consulted  by  a  religious  adherence  to  their  present 
methods  of  manufacture  and  the  consequent  production  of 
superior  goods,  and  the  avoidance  of  all  cheap  method-) 
calculated  to  lower  their  present  high  standard  of  excellence. 
If  this  be  done  I  feel  convinced  that,  in  Canada  as  well  a=) 
the  other  colonies,  there  is  little  ground  to  fear  for  the 
future  of  British  trade  iu  surgical  instruments. 

I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

Hbney  T.  Maw,  M.D., 
Manager  of  the  Surgical-instrument  Department 
o£  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson,  London. 

January  10. 

Erythrcl  Tetra  Nitrate. 

SiE, — Mr.  Kilner,  in  your  issue  of  January  8,  says,  "There 
is  a  possibility  also  of  the  erythrol  (query — erythrol  tetra 
nitrate  ?)  containing,  as  an  impurity,  some  of  the  allied  ex- 
plosive compounds."  With  all  due  respect  to  Mr.  Kilner, 
kindly  allow  me  to  take  strong  exception  to  this  suggestion. 

The  method  of  manufacture  which  we  have  from  the 
first  adopted  entirely  precludes  such  a  possibility.  The  be  t 
proof  of  this  is  that  we  have  made  a  point  of  sending  the 
substance  out  in  crysta's,  whose  appearance  and  melting- 
point,  &c,  sufficiently  show  that  Mr.  Kilner's  suggestion 
may  be  safely  dismissed.  Yours  faithfully, 

John  Bairstow,  F.C.S., 
Manager,  Joseph  Turner  &  Co.  (Limited). 

Queen's  Ferry,  January  11. 

Modern  Alchemy. 

Sir, —  As  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  send  me  a  copy  of 
your  issue  of  December  18,  containing  an  article  entitled 
"  Argentaurum,"  I  presume  you  will  not  consider  me  un- 
reasocable  if  I  ask  you  to  publish  the  following  reply : — 

1.  The  writer  of  the  article  says  of  myself  "  it  was  while 
he  was  working  with  iron  and  nickel  that  he  hit  upon  the 
idea.  From  these  metals  he  extracted  another,  and  going  to 
cobalt,  the  third  member  of  the  group,  he  succeeded  in 
extracting  the  same  thing  from  it.  The  theory  of  protyl  did 
the  rest."  This  statement  is  quite  erroneous.  I  suppose  it 
is  based  upon  some  imaginative  newspaper  story.  Many 
absurd  tales  have  been  published  about  my  work,  without  my 
having  had  either  the  time  or  the  inclination  to  notice 
them. 

2.  The  writer  of  the  article  says  :  "  Silver  and  gold  are  not 
at  all  akin  in  the  sense  that  iron  and  nickel  and  cobalt  are  ; 
these  three  bave  almost  alike  atomic  weights,  whereas  ihe 
atomic  weight  of  silver  is  108,  of  gold  199,  and  there  are 
three  elements  between  them  in  the  group  to  which  they 
b. lor g,  this  representing  on  the  protylic  hypothPc:=  vastly 
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different  conditions  of  production.  Therefore  chemists  can- 
not accept  this  part  of  Dr.  Emmens's  explanation  as  logical." 
Here,  again,  I  am  taxed  with  being  the  father  of  an 
"  explanation  "  which  I  have  never  begotten.  The  protylic 
hypothesis  is  no  child  of  mine,  either  by  procreation  or 
adoption.  But  I  do  assert  a  kinship  between  silver  and  gold, 
as  also  does  the  eminent  Mendeleeff,  who,  in  chapter  xxiv. 
of  his  standard  "  Principles  of  Chemistry,"  says :  "  The 
perfectly  unique  position  held  by  copper,  silver,  and  gold  in 
the  periodic  system  of  the  elements,  and  the  degree  of 
affinity  which  is  found  between  them,  is  all  the  more 
remarkable  as  nature  and  practice  have  long  isolated  these 
metals  f  rom  all  others."  Moreover,  in  Mendeleeff 's  table  of 
the  elements  there  is  only  one  space  between  silver  and  gold 
in  the  "  family  "  to  which  they  belong. 

3  The  writer  of  the  article  says:  "The  hypothesis  based 
upon  the  Carey-Lea  experiments  is  equally  unsatisfactory." 
I  have  not  based  any  hypothesis  upon  the  Carey-Lea 
experiments,  I  have  simply  directed  attention  to  the  fact 
that  Carey-Lea  and  other  chemists  have,  by  subdivision, 
succeeded  in  producing  from  silver  a  substance  which 
possesses  different  physical  properties. 

4.  The  writer  of  the  article  says :  "  To  get  the  atom  of 
gold  at  least  two  atoms  of  'silver  must  be  taken,  i.e.  216  of 
silver,  which  thus  leaves  17  units  of  weight  to  be  accounted 
for.  Why  does  not  Dr.  Emmens  produce  material  represent- 
ing these  17  units  ?"  He  also  says :  "  199  atoms  of  silver 
(  =  108)  would  be  required  to  make  108  atoms  of  gold  (  =  199), 
so  that  the  finished  gold  will  contain  184  atoms,  which  is 
absurd,  and  hence  the  atomic  hypothesis  must  be  dismissed 
if  we  are  to  take  this  view  of  Dr.  Emmens's  discovery."  Now, 
it  seems  to  me  that  these  two  remarks  dispose  of  each  other. 
If  we  admit  the  weight-ratio  of  silver  and  gold  molecules  to 
be  as  1  to  184,  it  follows  that  184  molecules  of  silver  contain 
just  enough  matter  to  make  100  molecules  of  gold  without 
any  residuum  to  be  produced  or  accounted  for. 

5.  The  writer  of  the  article  says  :  "  There  is  still  another 
theory  to  consider — namely,  that  Dr.  Emmens  is  able  to  take 
silver  back  to  the  original  or  protylic  condition,  but  that  view 
is  excluded  by  the  statement  that  he  works  at  a  low  tem- 
perature ;  at  any  rate,  it  would  be  physically  absurd,  since 
the  environment  of  the  experiment  would  also  be  changed 
into  the  protylic  state."  The  "  theory  "  and  "  statement  " 
here  alluded  to  are  not  children  of  mine.  I  have  nowhere 
said  I  deal  with  "protylic  state"  of  matter,  or  that  I  work 
at  a  low  temperature.  But  if  there  be  in  reality  such  a 
condition  as  a  protylic  state  of  some  particular  bulk  of 
matter,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  environment  must  also  be 
in  the  same  condition.  The  glass  of  a  Crookes  tube  is  not 
dissociated  when  the  molecular  condition  of  the  matter  it 
encloses  is  undergoing  change. 

6.  The  writer  of  the  article  says  :  "  No  matter  from  what 
scientific  point  we  consider  Dr.  Emmens's  statements,  they 
do  not  conform  to  the  chemical  laws  which  he  alleges  to 
'have  been  his  starting-point."  Pie  also  says :  "  We,  as 
chemists,  have  to  view  the  proving  of  Emmens's  statements 
as  the  destruction  of  chemical  theory  to  a  large  extent."  I 
ihave  nowhere  made  any  allegation  of  any  chemical  laws  as 
my  starting-point ;  nor  indeed  have  I  made  any  "  state- 
ments"  from  a  scientific  point  of  view.  So  far  from  doiDg 
this  f  have  formally  disclaimed  any  such  position.  In  my 
letter  of  May  21,  1897,  to  Sir  William  Crookes,  F.R.S. 
.(published  in  "Arcana  Natural"),  I  distinctly  said  "the 
gold-producing  work  in  our  argentaurum  laboratory  is  a  case 
of  sheer  mammon-seeking.  It  is  not  being  carried  on  for  the 
sake  of  science,  or  in  a  proselytising  spirit.  No  disciples 
are  desired,  and  no  believers  are  asked  for."  I  also  went  on 
to  say  :  "  I  do  not  even  insist  that  the  metal  obtained  in  the 
experiment,  or  produced  under  better  economical  conditions 
iu  the  argentaurum  laboratory,  is  gold.  I  choose  to  call  it 
so,  but  this  is  not  binding  on  you  or  anyone  else.  All  that 
the  members  of  the  argentaurum  syndicate  are  really  con- 
cerned with  is  the  question  whether  the  United  States 
Assay  Office  will  pay  gold-price  for  the  metal  whatever  it 
ma}'  be.  This  question  has  been  answered  to  our  satis- 
faction." Your  obedient  Servant, 

Stephen  H.  Emmens. 
New  Brighton,  Staten  Island,  January  4. 

A  Lasting  Glory. 

Sir, — Under  the  heading  "  Business  Changes,"  in  this 
week's  issue,  we  notice  that  speaking  of  a  new  firm  you  say, 


"  Mr.  Hopkinson  was  with  Messrs.  J.  Richardson  &  Co.,  of 
Leicester."    It  would  more  correctly  describe  the  situation 
if  the  word  "  once  "  were  inserted,  Mr.  Hopkinson  having  left 
our  employ  more  than  seven  years  ago.    It  is  flattering  to 
have  so  many  firms  giving  our  name  as  (presumably)  a 
guarantee  of  good  faith,  but  as  this  growing  practice  may 
lead  to  some  misapprehension,  perhaps  you  will  be  good 
enough  to  refer  to  the  foregoing  fact  in  next  issue. 
Yours  faithfully, 
John  Richaedson  &  Co.,  Leicester  (Limited). 
January  7. 

What  Mr.  Lake  Said. 

Sin, — My  attention  has  been  drawn  to  a  slight  inaccuracy 
in  your  report  of  the  meeting  of  the  Exeter  Association  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists  on  January  4. 

I  am  reported  as  having  said  that  "  as  a  pharmaceutical 
chemist  I  felt  that  it  was  an  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists  that  chemists  and  druggists  should 
be  eligible  for  election  as  members,  &c."  What  I  really  did 
say  was,  that  "  personally,  as  a  pharmaceutical  chemist,  I 
felt  extremely  jealous  of  any  infringement  of  the  rights  of 
pharmaceutical  chemists,  or  of  anything  that  would  raise 
those  who  had  not  passed  the  Major  examination  to  the 
status  of  pharmaceutical  chemists." 

This  paragraph,  as  altered  in  your  report,  does  not  convey 
the  meaning  it  was  intended  to,  and  I  shall  feel  much 
obliged  if  you  will  afford  me  the  opportunity  of  correcting 
it.  1  remain,  dear  Sir,  yours  faithfully, 

January  11.  J.  HlNTON  LAKE. 

Pill-counters. 

Sir,— I  beg  to  say  that  the  handy  pill-counter,  by  Death  & 
Harris,  is  not  quite  a  new  idea,  as  I  have  had  a  similar  thing 
in  use  for  many  years — a  local  joiner  made  it  to  my  instruc- 
tions. Previously  I  had  one  made  of  ware  by  a  local  potter. 
It  is  in  the  form  of  a  little  dustpan,  and  we  use  a  wide  tin 
funnel  to  box  the  pills  with.  Where  the  marks  are  on  each 
side  of  the  funnel  I  have  a  thin  piece  of  wood  to  go  across, 
and  we  can  box  from  four  pills  up  to  twenty-four.  We  have 
the  pills  in  a  tray  and  shovel  them  upon  it,  then  holding  it 
slightly  at  an  angle,  the  extra  pills  roll  back  on  the  tray. 

Yours,  &c, 

Gateshead,  January  3.  R.  Sheel. 

[The  idea,  of  course,  is  old.  We  described  it  twenty  years 
ago,  but  Messrs.  Death  &  Harris  have  made  a  neat  modifica- 
tion of  the  counter  hitherto  used  in  this  country  and 
America.— Ed.  C.  $  Z>.] 

P.A.T.A.  Handbill,  &c,  Distribution. 

Sir, — I  think,  if  the  suggestion  of  "  Ap  Gwalia  "  in  last 
week's  C.  8;  D.  is  supported  by  the  P.A.T.A.  committee,  it 
will  form  one  of  the  strongest  inducements  to  outstanding 
proprietors  to  join,  and  1  strongly  commend  it  to  their 
notice.  Yours, 

January  3.        A  Member  of  the  P.A.T.A.  (51/56.) 


DISPENSING  NOTES. 


This  section  is  intended  for  the  elucidation  of  dispensing  difficulties.  Sub- 
scribers and  their  employes  may  contribute  to  it,  criticising  any  of  the 
following  notes  or  contributing  notes  on  prescriptions  which  they  have 
found  to  be  of  unusual  interest. 


A  Mysterious  Precipitate. 

47/31.  Carriclt  submits  the  following  prescription,  and 
at  the  same  time  violates  a  first  principle  of  journalism  by 
writing  on  both  sides  of  his  paper : — 

Potass,  iodidi   gr.  xxxv. 

Potass,  bicarb.        ...       ...       ...  3SS- 

Amnion,  chloridi      ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Aq.  cinnamomi  ad   3vhj- 

M. 

This  gives  a  white  precipitate.  The  cinnamon-water  is 
made  from  distilled  water  and  the  oil,  and  filtered  through 
asbestos.  The  precipitate  is  formed  by  the  bicarbonate  and 
chloride  separately  and  together,  and  after  filtration  the 
I  addition  of  more  cinnamon-water  does  not  produce  a  pre- 
cipitate.   What  is  the  cause  of  this  change  1 
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A  Crystalline  Precipitate. 

Sir, — Can  you  inform  me  why  the  following  mixture 
crystallises  on  standing  a  few  hours,  and  how  this  result  can 
be  avoided  ?  We  separately  dissolved  the  salts,  mixed  the 
solutions,  and  added  the  spirits.  We  have  for  many  years 
sent  it  out  with  a  fine  precipitate,  readily  diffusible  on 
shaking,  but  latterly  it  has  crystallised  at  the  bottom  of 
the  bottle : — 

Amnion,  brom.        ...       ...       ...  §iss. 

Sodii  bibor.   ...       ...       ...       ...  5vi'. 

Spt.  amm.  arom.      ...       ...       ...  5iss. 

Spt.  chlorof.  ...       ...       ...       ...  Jiss 

Aq.  ad ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  5-xij. 

M. 

Yours  truly, 

Exon.  (34/4.) 

[The  difficulty  here  is  due  to  the  fact  that  borax  is  quite 
insoluble  in  spirit,  and  as  it  is  only  soluble  in  water  to  the 
extent  of  1  in  15,  it  is  obvious  that  complete  solution  should 
not  be  aimed  at.  To  prevent  it  crystallising  in  the  way 
our  correspondent  says  it  does,  the  borax  should  be  rubbed 
down  in  a  mortar  with  the  spt.  chlorof.,  and  transferred  to  the 
bottle  in  a  finely  divided  state.] 

Protargol. 

Sir, — Would  you  kindly  at  your  leisure  find,  if  possible, 
what  sol.  of  protargolon  is  (publish  in  your  valuable  journal)  ? 
We  had  a  prescription  for  it,  dispensed  at  a  pharmacy  in 
Zurich,  and  ordering  200  grammes  of  1  per  cent. 

Yours  truly, 

E.  C.  O.  (Mentone).  (50/40.) 

[Protargol  is  a  silver  compound  introduced  a  few  months 
ago  by  F.  Bayer  &  Co.,  of  Elberfeld.  It  is  said  to  be  "a 
double  salt"  of  silver  with  protein  substances,  and  is  not 
decomposed  by  acids  or  alkalies.  It  is  specially  recom- 
mended for  urethral  injection.  It  is  a  yellow  powder,  and 
is  said  to  be  soluble  to  the  extent  of  50  per  cent,  in  cold 
water.  It  contains  8  3  percent,  of  silver.  The  earlier  state- 
ment as  to  its  solubility  has  been  disputed,  and  it  is  now 
recommended  that  the  substance  should  be  well  shaken  with 
25  per  cent,  of  the  prescribed  water  in  a  bottle  (actinic  or 
blue  glass),  and  the  rest  of  the  water  added  with  brisk 
shaking.  Solutions  containing  0  25  to  15  per  cent,  of  prot- 
argol are  used  for  injections.] 

A  Peculiar  Prescription. 

Sir, — A  few  days  ago  I  had  the  following  handed  in  to 
be  dispensed  : — 

Liq.  ferri  percHor   ...  ,5,j. 

Liq.  Donovan.         ...       ...       ...  5'ij- 

Liq.  strych.  hyd.      ...    5>v. 

Aq.  chlor.  ad   Jvj. 

Fn  dispensing  it,  I  merely  diluted  each  well  with  aq.  chlor. 
and  mixed,  with  the  result  that  I  got  a  reddish  liquid  with  a 
yellowish-brown  precipitate.  I  afterwards  mixed  them  in  a 
different  order,  but  with  the  same  result,  and  noticed  that 
the  precipitate  did  not  occur  until  I  added  she  liq.  strych. 
Would  you  kindly  tell  me  what  are  the  decompositions 
which  take  place,  and  how  the  mixture  should  properly  be 
dispensed  : —  Yours  sincerely, 

December  28.  An  Assistant.  (47,56.) 

[In  this  case  the  ferric  chloride  is  reduced  by  the  iodide 
in  the  Donovan's  solution,  iodine  is  liberated,  which  precipi- 
tates some  strychnine,  and  colours  the  mixture  red] 

MISCELLANEOUS  INQUIRIES. 


We  reply  to  our  subscribers  ani  their  employe's  only  ;  queries  must, 
therefore,  be  authenticated  by  the  name  and  address  of  the  subscriber.  When 
Notice  to  more  than  one  query  is  sent  write  each  on  a  separate  piece 
Querists.  of  paper.  When  a  sample  accompanies  a  query  full  par- 
ticulars regarding  the  origin  and  use  of  the  sample  must 
be  given,  and  the  name  of  the  querist  should  be  placed  on  the  sample, 
llueries  are  not  replied  to  by  post. 


35/2.  J.  L.  Sf  Co, — The  exception  in  the  Explosives  Act 
(Seciion  4)  applies  only  to  the  manufacture  of  an  explosive 
in  small  quantities  for  the  purposes  of  chemical  experiment. 


42,36.  Microbes. —  (1)  You  are  referring,  we  think,  to 
Tuberculin  or  Tuberculocidin,  which  are  antitoxins 
imported  from  Germany.  They  are  used  as  a  remedy  for 
tuberculosis,  but  with  doubtful  success,  in  this  country  at 
least.  (2)  You  will  require  to  know  the  State  where  the 
American  medical  man  ciaims  to  be  registered,  and  by  writ- 
ing find  out  if  it  is  so. 

51/18.  J.  J. — Electro-deposition  of  Brass  (De  Salzede's 
process). — The  bath  consists  of  cyanide  of  potassium,  12  ; 
carbonate  of  potash,  610;  sulphate  of  zinc,  48 ;  chloride  of 
copper,  25 ;  nitrate  of  ammonia,  305  ;  water,  5,000.  The 
cyanide  is  dissolved  in  120  parts  of  the  water.  The  carbonate 
of  potash,  sulphate  of  zinc,  and  chloride  of  copper  are 
dissolved  in  the  remainder  of  the  water  by  the  aid  of  heat, 
the  nitrate  of  ammonia  is  then  added,  the  solutions  mixed 
and  allowed  to  stand  for  several  days  to  clear. 

41/43.  Q.  W.  J2.—(Y)  One-solution  Developer  — Pee 
C.  Sf  I)  .  January  23, 1897,  page  140,  and  February  13,  1897, 
page  292.  (2)  The  formula  for  Combined  Toning  and 
Fixing  Bath  given  in  the  1896  Diary,  page  392,  does  not 
give  a  black  precipitate  on  standing. 

42/6.  NapTithol. — (1)  Wanklyn's  "Water-analysis,"  5s. 
(Tiiibner.)    See  also  reply  to  "  Caseara"  (54/22). 

41/52.  Granville. — (1)  Full  particulars  for  making 
Aqueous  Tinctures  were  published  in  C.  B.,  April,  1883. 
'J  he  menstruum  then  recommended  was  glycerine  1  part, 
water  4  parts.    (2)  Ac.  Acetic.  Aromat. : — 

Ac.  acetic,  glacial.    ...       ...       ...    12  oz. 

Camphor.      ...       ...       ...       ...       5  oz. 

01.  caryoph.   '       ...       ...      ....      5  oz. 

M. 

56/62.  Reciprocity. — Antikamnia. — See  C.  SfD.,  September 
12,  1896,  page  425.' 

50/72.  T.  B. — We  cannot  trace  your  query  re  Female 
Mixture. 

38/66.  MizpaJi. — If  the  hair  is  freed  from  grease  by  well 
washing,  you  will  not  need  anything  to  use  before  applying 
liitrate-of -silver  hair-dye. 

52/31.  Sin-el. — (1)  Do  not  add  anything  else  to  your 
teeihing-powders :  the  simpler  the  formula  is  the  better. 
(2)  Ess.  Vanilla. — There  is  a  note  on  this  in  C.  Sf  D., 
December  11,  1897,  page  937.  A  trace  of  musk  is 
considered  an  improvement  by  some. 

32/69.  It.  JJ. — If,  as  you  say,  you  do  not  mind  the  cost, 
in  making  Parma  Violette  Sachet  you  will  have  little 
difficulty  in  making  a  good  perfume  by  adding  "  ionone  "  a 
sufficiency,  to  a  base  of  equal  parts  of  powdered  orris-root 
and  rose-leaves. 

54/31.  Scando.  —  A  bichromate  battery  will  light  your 
incandescent  lamp  all  right. 

56/4.  J.  R.  C.  S. — Let  your  customer  add  a  teaspoonful 
of  chemical  food  to  the  lower  vase  of  the  seltzogene  to  make 
the  ionic  beverage. 

55/55.  Zero.  —  The  information  on  "  Dilation  of  the 
Stomach  "  referred  to  in  C.  <y-  I).,  January  1,  1898,  page  19,  is 
in  the  January  number  of  the  Practitioner,  which  your 
newsagent  can  procure. 

54/22.  Caseara. — "  The  Analysis  of  Foods  and  Milks,"  by 
Pearmain  and  Moor,  being  published  by  Bailliere,  Tindall  & 
Cox,  in  parts,  is  what  you  require.  Part  1,  reviewed  in 
C.  Sf  D.,  November  27,  1897,  is  on  milk  and  milk-products. 

55/1.  Lacquer. — If  you  add  1  oz.  of  sandarac  to  the  Hat- 
lacquer  formula  given  in  (.'.  Sf  I).,  August  28,  1897,  page  391, 
you  should  get  a  bright-drying  product. 

57/29,  Mac. — (1)  We  gave  a  Peppermint-cordial  formula 
as  recently  as  December  25,  page  1004.  (2)  Cherry- brandy- 
is  made  from  cherries,  but  is  often  flavoured  with  such 
tilings  as  aspberries,  orange-flowers,  cloves,  almonds,  and 
cassia. 
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58/3.  Cmr.hou.— Liquid  Dentifrice.— See  C.  $  D., 
April  10,  1897,  page  600. 

59/14.  Nemo.— (1)  See  C.  $  T) ,  September  21.  1895, 
page  476,  and  September  28,  1895,  page  503.  (2)  An 
Extract  of  Tea  would  be  best  made  by  careful  evaporation 
in  vacuo  of  an  infusion,  or  by  following  such  a  process  as 
the  Pharmacopoeia  gives  for  extract  of  chamomile,  the 
process  depending  on  what  use  you  wish  to  put  the 
extract  to. 

59  28.  Smilax. — (1)  The  simplest  method  of  judging  the 
approximate  Relative  Valuas  of  samples  of  Disinfectants 
would  be  to  note  the  time  putrescence  is  delayed  when  an 
equal  quantity  of  each  is  added  to  clear  fresh  urine.  Place 
an  ounce  of  the  urine  in  a  2  oz  vial,  and  5  drops  of  the 
disinfecting-fluid,  then  expose  tosun'ight.  (2)  Mr.  George  R. 
Sims  would  not  tell  ns  the  composition  of  "  Tatcho." 
See  C.  4'  D ,  January  8,  1898,  page  41. 

60/33.    Drif  t. — Liquid  Annatto  : — 

Best  roll  annatto     ...       ...        ...  16  oz. 

Carbonate  of  potash  ...       ...    8  oz. 

Water  1  gal. 

Cut  the  annatto  into  small  pieces,  add  the  carbonate  of  potash, 
and  soak  'in  the  water  for  an  hour  or  two  ;  then  6boil  until  the 
whole  of  the  annatto  is  apparently  dissolved.  Set  aside  to  cool, 
add  2  oz.  of  borax,  dissolve,  and  strain. 

60  56.  Pix. — Elixir  Picis  Co. — The  ^following  is  the 
"  Unofficial  Formulary  "  preparation  : — 


Syrup  of  wil  1  cherry         ...       ...    3  oz. 

Syrup  of  tolu...       ...        ...       ...    3  oz. 

Sulphate  of  morphine        ...        ...    2h  gr. 

Methylic  alcohol    6"  dr. 

Hot  water     ...       ...       ...       ...    1  dr. 

Wine  of  tar  to        ...       ...       ...  16  oz. 


Dissolve  the  morphine  sulphate  in  the  water,  add  to  the  syrups, 
then  add  the  other  ingredients,  and  mix. 

61/34.  A.  P. — Miny  formulas  are  published  for  prepara- 
tions resembling  Eau  da  Botot.  The  following  is  one  of 
the  best  :— 

Star  anise      ...       ...  ...  ...  ^ss. 

Cloves...    ...  ...  5ij- 

Cinnamon      ...       ...  ...  ...  ,*)iss. 

Cochineal      ...       ...  ...  ...  3j. 

Oil  of  peppermint     ...  ...  ...  ni.xx. 

Rectified  spirit        ...  ...  ...  ovij. 

Water...       ...       ...  ...  ...  §v. 

Macerate  for  a  week,  and  filter. 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

The  Biitor  will  be  obliged  for  -eol,ie»  to  the  follontnt  from  an  who  can 
furnish  the  information 

49/25  Makers  of  camphoridine,  a  preparation  similar  to 
chlorodyne. 

60/52.    Fels's  Hygienic  bath-towels  :  where  procurable  ? 
58/33.    London  agents  for  Valentine's  ammoniated  extract 
of  walnut-juice. 

59/40.    Makers  of  Argonaut-enamel  for  ladies'  hats. 

49/41.  Where  can  "  Frank  Wright's  Sacramental  Wine  ' 
be  obtained  ? 


Comtno  Events. 


TVe  insert  notices  of  association  and  society  meetings  in  this 
section  free  if  they  are  sent  to  us,  on  postcards,  by  the 
Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings  are  to  be  held. 

Tuesday,  Janu  iry  18. 

Bradford  and  District  Chemists'  Association,  at  9  p.m.  Lantern 
lecture,  "  Awheel  in  Brittany,"  by  Mr.  W.  F.  Wray. 

Wednesday,  January  19. 

Royal  Microscopical  Society,  20  Hanover  Square,  W.,  meeting 
at  8  P.M.,  when  the  Presilent  will  read  his  annual  address. 


The  Aberdeen  and  North  of  Scotland  Society  of  Chemists  anil 
Druggists.  An  "At  Home,"  at  Douglas'  Hotel, "  8  p.m. 
Tickets  from  Hon.  See.,  Mr.  J.  Cruickshank,  42  George  Street. 

Chemists'  Ball  (32nd)  at  the  Portman  Rooms,  Baker  Street, 
London,  W.  Tickets,  17s.  6c/.  gentlemen,  12s.  6d.  ladies  inclu- 
sive from.  Hon.  Sec,  W.  Warren,  24  Russell  Street,  Covent 
Garden,  W.C. 

Pharmaceutical  Society,  N.  B.  Branch,  36  York  Place,  Edin- 
burgh. Evening  meeting  at  8.30  p.m.  "  Pharmaceutical 
Ethics,"  by  David  Storrar. 

[After  the  evening  meeting  a  special  meeting  of  registered 
chemists  and  pharmaceutical  students  will  be  held  to  consider  the 
Pharmacy  Acts'  Amendment  Bill.  Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  will  move  a 
resolution  approving  the  Bill  ] 

Midland  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  Exchange  Res- 
taurant, Stephenson  Place,  Birmingham,  at  9.15  p.m.  Paper 
by  Mr.  H.  S.  Lawton,  on  "  Pharmacy  Law." 

The  Plymouth,  Devonport,  Stonehoitse  and  District  Chemists' 
Association,  at  the  Association  Rooms,  Whimple  Street' 
Plymouth.    General  quarterly  meeting,  at  7  p.m. 

Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association,  at  the  rooms  of  the 
Chemical  Club,  Victoria  Hotel,  at  7  p.m.  Chair  will  be 
taken  by  the  President,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley.  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Organisation,"  by  Mr.  J.  Taylor,  followed  by  a 
discussion  on  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill. 

Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  W.C,  at  8  p.m.  "  The 
Projection  of  Luminous  Objects  in  Space,"  by  Mr.  Eric 
Stuart  Bruce,  M.A. 

Thursday,  January  20. 

Midland  Pharmaceutical  Association.  Twenty-fifth  annual- 
ball  at  Grand  Hotel,  Birmingham.  Hon.  Sec. :  Mr.  H.  S. 
Shorthouse,  144  Edmund  Street,  Birmingham. 

Edinburgh  Chemists'  Ball  at  the  Freemasons'  Hall,  George 
Street,  at  9  p.m.  Tickets,  15s.  each,  can  be  obtained  from  the 
Hon.  Sec,  Mr.  R.  I.  McDougall,  1  Gladstone  PI.,  Leith. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albermarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  3  p.m.  Professor  Dewar,  F.R.S.,  will  begin  a 
course  of  three  lectures  on  "  The  Halogen  Group  of  Ele- 
ments." 

The  Chemists  Assistants'  Association,73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.  Musical  and  social  evening  to  open  second  half  of 
session. 

Chemical  Society,  Burlington  House,  Piccadilly,  at  8  p.m.  Ballot  for 
election  of  foreign  members.  The  following  papers  will  be  read  : 
"  The  Action  of  Caustic  Alkalies  on  Amides,"  Julius  B.  Cohen, 
Ph.  D.,  Edward  Brittain,  B  Sc. ;  "  The  Formation  of  Mono- 
methylaniline  from  Di-methylaniline,"  and  "Note  on  the 
Aluminium-mercury  Couple,"  Julius  B.  Cohen,  Ph.  D.,  H.  T. 
Calvert,  B.Sc  ;  "  Action  of  Chloroform  and  Alkaline  Hy- 
droxides on  the  Nitro-benzoic  Acids,"  W.  J.  Elliott,  M.A.  ; 
"Researches  on  the  Terpenes,"  (2)  "On  the  Oxidation  of 
Fenchene,"  J.  Addyman  Gardner,  M.A.,G.  B.  Cockburn,  B.A. ; 
"  The  Preparation  of  Pure  Iodine,"  Bavan  Lean,  D.Sc.  B.A., 
W.  H.  Whatmough. 

Friday,  January  21. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albermarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  9  p.m.  Lecture  on  Buds  and  Stipules,  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Bart. 

Irish  Pharmacists'  Assistants'  Association,  67  Lower  Mount 
Street,  Dublin.    Paper  by  Mr.  William  McCarthy. 

Sheffield  Microscopical  Society,  at  8  p.m.  Lecture  :  "  Further 
Improvements  in  Mounting  Marine  Animals,"  by  Dr.  H.  C. 
Sorby,  F.R.S.,  F.L.S. 

The  Glasgow  School  of  Pharmacy.  Dinner  at  the  Bath  Hotel. 
Tickets  may  be  obtained  from  the  Secretary,  Mr.  W.  Brown, 
1  Belmont  Place,  Glasgow. 


The  annual  dinner  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants'  Association  will 
take  place  at  the  King's  Hall,  Holborn  Restaurant,  on  Thursday, 
March  3.  Mr.  George  Roe  is  the  Hon  Sec.  of  the  Dinner  Com- 
mittee. 

The  first  chemists'  ball  of  the  Sheffield  Pharmaceutical  and 
Chemical  Society  will  take  place  on  February  10,  at  the  Masonic 
Hall,  Sheffield.  Tickets  may  be  had  from  any  member  of  the 
Council,  from  Mr.  J.  P.  Pater,  Hon.  Sec,  at  6s.  single,  lCs.  6(/. 
double,  including  light  refreshments. 


